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FOREWORD 


2. 


Several  Benson  descendants  have  been  collecting  data  on  fam¬ 
ily  history  for  years,  and  novr  I  have  attempted  to  record  the  gen¬ 
erations  and  to  give  some  facts  cf  the  times  in  which  they  lived. 


Our  ancestor,  JAMES  BENSON,  descended  from  one  James  Benson, 
twho  vas  born  in  Ireland  and  who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
*We  follow  him  down  to  Kentucky;  then  his  son  and  children  on  to 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  settling  near  Oarlock  in  McLean  County  on  a 

four-corners.  1401^33 


The  original  James  Benson  home  is  gone  now,  but  an  excellent 
reprint  of  a  photograph  is  saved.  It  v&s  there  that  Horace  Mitchell 
Benson  was  born  and  lived  until  several  years  after  his  marriage  to 
Evaline  Nancy  Campbell.  I,  too,  was  born  in  the  old  Benson  home¬ 
stead,  but  my  father  soon  came  on  to  Wright  County  in  Iowa  and 
broke  the  sod  in  an  untouched  prairie  land. 


Nearby  the  old  Benson  homestead  spot  is  the  Benson  Cemetery, 
now  called  the  Carlook  Cemetery,  on  twc-  aides  of  the  road.  There 
lie  John  Benson  and  his  wife,  Sally  Musick  Benson,  and  his  son 
JAMES  BENSON  and  his  wife,  Polly  Hinehaw  Benson,  and  their  many 
kin. 


I  have  included  excerpts  from  early  histories  showing  the 
pioneer  lives  in  a  primitive  surrounding,  JAMES  BENSON  at  hie 
death  gave  each  of  his  many  children  eighty  acres  of  land  or  its 
equivalent,  together  with  a  legacy  of  industry,  of  love  cf  know¬ 
ledge,  and  of  pioneer  spirit.  I  have  tried,  with  the  help  of 
cousins,  to  record  the  families  of  the  fourteen  children  of 
JAMES  and  POLLY  ANN  HINSHAW  BENSON,  and  tills  in  itself  has  been 
almost  as  difficult  a  task  as  that  of  tracing  former  generations. 
Some  of  those  contacted  for  information  do  not  answer.  If  the 
history  is  incorrect  in  any  respect  I  shall  regret  it,  as  I  have 
tried  to  keep  it  authentic. 

To  those  who  will  read  this  history  carefully  there  will  come 
a  great  respect  for  our  forbears  and  a  deeper  understanding  of  our¬ 
selves,  for  within  us  is  a  strange  blending  of  many  family  char¬ 
acteristics.  We  have  inherited  from  our  Quaker  grandmother; 

Polly  Ann  Kinshaw  Benson,  a  quiet  dignity;  from  cur*  grandfather, 
James  Benson,  a  drive  for  the  good  of  mankind  and  for  truth,  as 
shown  by  the  educational  background  of  so  many  descendants. 

This  book  is  lovingly  dedicated  to  Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson, 
whom  I  never  knew,  but  whose  kindly  face  looks  down  on  me  at  my 
desk  and  whose  life  has  influenced  me  through  the  years. 


—  Imogen  Benson  Emery 
lit.  Vernon,  Iowa 
June,  1962 
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BENSON  GENEALOGY 


I.  JAMES  BENSON 

Our  first-known  Benson  ancestor  was  one  James  Benson, 
who  was  born  in  Derry  County  ,  Ireland,  and  who  came  to  the 
United  States  Just  prior  to  the  Revolution.  He  married 
Mollie  Taylor,  and  of  their  ten  children  we  have  record  of: 

John  Benson.  Sr. 


II.  JOHN  BENSON,  SR. 

Lived  in  Kentucky  most  of  his  life,  where  he  married 
♦  Sallie  Music  on  October  6,  1803;  their  four  known  children 

were:  (John  Benson,  Sr.,  married  secondly  Elizabeth  Waldron,  1842) 

Jame3  Benson 

Jesse  Benson 
John  Benson,  Jr. 

William 

III*  JAMES  BENSON 

The  grandfather  of  I.B.E.,  James  Benson  was  born  on 
October  26,  1805,  in  Montgomery  County,  Kentucky;  he  married 
Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  on  November  6,  1828,  and  their  fourteen 
children  were: 

William  born  Apfil  15 ,  1830,  died  April  12,  1903 

Elizabeth  D. ,  born  December  24,  1831 

Nancy,  born  November  10,  1833 

Cyrus  H. ,  born  September  18,  1835 

Jesse  M. ,  born  November  12,  1839 

Maria  C.,  born  February  26,  1842,  died  February  7*  184 5 
(scalded  in  tub  of  hot  water) 

Susannah,  born  May  22,  1844 
James  P.,  born  August  21,  1846 

John  Francis,  born  September  8,  1848,  died  March  24,  1868 
(contracted  cold  while  driving  cattle  through  sleet 
and  rain) 

Emily  Willis,  born  April  2,  1851 

George  W. ,  born  April  5,  1853,  died  May  27,  1855  (drowned 
in  old  well  while  older  members  of  family  were  at 
church ) 

Carroll  Edward,  born  May  4,  I855 

Horace  Mitchell,  born  April  8,  I857,  died  March  26,  1935 
Sarah  Jane,  born  10-17-1 840;;  died  10-17-1890 

IV.  HORACE  MITCHELL  BENSON 

Married  Evaline  Nancy  Campbell  on  September  18,  I883, 
and  their  four  children  are: 

Mos8aline  Imogen  (Emery),  corn  August  27,  1887 

Ger t rude  Grace  ( Webb ) ,  born  February  19,  1892;  died  2-5-59 

Fern  Evalyn  (Zeagler  ),  born  September  19,  1900 

Horace  James,  born  and  died  on  August  13,  1904 
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11. 

(The  following  information  was  taken  from  Dr.  £.  DuBoia*  book,  The 
Good  Old  Times  in  McLean  County.  Illinois .  Bloomington,  Illinois, 
l8?4,  by  Imogen  B.  Emery) 


JAMES  BENSON 


This  first  ancestor  who  came  to  the  United  States  from  Ireland  Just 
prior  to  the  Revolution  was  a  private  in  the  Continental  Army  and  fought 
gallantly  for  American  independence.  (See  D.A.R.  membership  No.  79040 
of*  Imogen  Benson  Emery).  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Fort  Washington  (Col. 
Magraw  commanding)  and  was  confined  for  a  long  time  on  board  a  prison 
ship  at  Philadelphia.  He  married  Mollie  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  York 
County,  Pennsylvania  after  her  parents  had  emigrated  from  Ireland.  (The 
writer  has  never  been  able  to  trace  her  ancestors,  though  she  spent 
some  time  in  York,  Pennsylvania). 

James  Benson  was  a  farmer,  and  he  moved  to  Westmoreland  County, 
Pennsylvania  when  his  oldest  son,  John,  was  only  three  years  of  age. 

Then  in  1785  he  moved  to  McClellan11  s  Station,  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky. 
Ten  years  later  James  Benson  moved  his  family  to  John  Mills  Station, 
now  Millersburg,  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  where  he  died.  He  hauled 
logs  to  build  the  first  house  in  Paris,  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky.  He 
and  Mollie  Taylor  Benson  had  ten  children,  two  of  whom  were  living  in 
1874.  I.B.E.  ancestry  traces  back  to  his  oldest  son,  John  Benson.  Sr. 


JOHN  BEN  SON ,  SR. 

John  Benson.  Sr...  received  his  education  at  McClellan's  Station  in 
Bourbon  County,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  taught  to  spell  by  an  old 
bachelor,  English,  out  of  Dillworth*  s  Spelling;  Book.  Even  though  his 
education  was  finished  at  the  age  of  twelve,  this  was  not  to~be 
despised  in  those  days.  He  married  Sallie  Music  on  October  6,  1803 
(See  Records  of  Marriages.  Nicholas  County.  Kentucky,  page  1)  at  the 
residence  of  Colonel  Robert  Berry,  They  moved  to  near  Stirling, 
Montgomery  County,  Kentucky,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  tanning  bus¬ 
iness.  Three  years  later  they  moved  to  Gibson  County,  Indiana. 

Joha  oenson.  Sr.,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  seeing  action 
at  Tippecanoe  under  General  Harrison.  He  said  that  the  Indians  had 
been  committing  some  depredations  when  Harrison  was  sent  to  Tippecanoe 
with  orders  not  to  fight  unless  it  was  necessary.  The  Indians  were 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  signifying  their  willingness  to  make 
peace.  The  whites  asked  for  a  place  to  camp  and  the  Indians  showed 
them  a  position  which  seemed  quite  poor  for  defense  in  case  of  an 
attack,  so  a  better  looality  was  chosen.  Some  of  the  Indians  followed 
the  whites  and  asked  if  they  had  any  cannon;  when  told  “yes"  they  said 
they  knew  better.  The  whites  confined  a  man  whom  they  thought  to  be 
a  spy  until  the  battle  was  over.  They  lay  on  their  arms  that  night, 
and  were  furiously  attacked  by  Indians  in  the  morning  about  two  hours 
before  daybreak.  The  Indians  made  four  separate  attacks  and  drove 
the  whites  back  to  their  horses,  but  could  drive  them  no  farther; 
at  daybreak  the  Indians  retreated,  but  the  whites  considered  them¬ 
selves  about  half  whipped.  The  battle  lasted  two  hours  and  five 
minutes  by  the  watch. 
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The  John  Benson  family  remained  in  Gibson  County,  Indiana,  until 
the  year  1820  when  they  moved  to  the  part  of  the  county  of  Sangamon 
which  now  forms  Logan  County,  Illinois.  John  Benson,  Sr.,  settled 
there  with  his  brother-in-law,  Asa  Music.  Crops  were  fine  and  life 
would  have  been  satisfactory  had  it  not  been  for  the  fever  and  the 
ague.  This  little  settlement  consisted  of  three  families,  and  the 
lo 88  of  Mr.  Benson6 1  daughter  Polly,  a  young  lady  between  the  ages 
of  17  and  l8‘,  cast  a  shadow  over  them  all.  However,  the  settlers 
seemed  content  with  their  lot;  wild  game  furnished  meat  and  the 
groves  furnished  honey.  Mr.  Benson  had  some  experience  as  a  peddler, 
and  he  sold  flax  wheels  (taken  in  lieu  of  a  debt  from  his  brother, 
William)  all  over  Illinois.  In  1823  he  moved  to  Blooming  Grove  and 
entered  the  farm  later  owned  by  Andrew  Scogln. 

Mr.  Benson  had  a  lively  recollection  of  the  Indians,  and  stated 
that  Old  Machine,  chief  of  the  Klckapoos,  often  sang  lullabies  to 
his  children.  On  one  occasion  old  Machina  came  to  Mr.  Benson’s 
house  with  a  deer  which  he  had  killed  and  borrowed  a  kettle  to  cook 
a  part  of  it;  he  cut  off  the  head  and  boiled  it  a  short  time  and  then 
made  a  broth  by  mixing  in  some  meal.  It  was  a  mixture  that  no  one 
except  the  Indians  could  eat,  and  Mr.  Benson  stated  that  he  could 
not  eat  broth  for  twenty  years  after  this  because  of  the  recollection 
of  that  Indian  mixture. 

John  Benson,  Sr.,  was  a  live  farmer.  Since  agricultural  implements 
were  not  easy  to  obtain  in  those  primitive  days,  he  had  some  difficulty 
in  getting  a  plow,  but  finally  had  one  made  by  a  Mr.  Mcknight  of 
Elkhart  Grove,  with  the  iron  work  being  done  by  a  Mr.  White.  The 
mouldboard  and  shear  of  the  plow  were  all  in  one  piece,  and  the  team 
which  drew  the  plow  consisted  of  two  small  horses  and  two  small 
steers.  The  horses  took  the  lead  while  the  steer  were  attached 
directly  to  the  plow.  With  this  queer  arrangement  he  broke  thirteen 
acres  of  prairie  land  during  the  first  year.  He  was  believed  to  be 
the  first  teacher  in  Blooming  Grove,  where  he  taught  for  two  winters. 

In  September  of  1828  the  first  protracted  meeting  was  held  at 
the  house  of  Ebenezer  Rhodes.  The  services  were  conducted  by  a  Mr. 
Pankas  from  Loudon  County,  Virginia,  assisted  by  a  Mr.  John  Green 
of  Morgan  County,  Illinois.  Both  were  New  Light  (Quaker)  preachers. 

The  meeting  was  attended  by  settlers  from  far  and  near.  Mrs.  Benson, 
young  James  Benson,  and  four  others  joined  the  church,  and  an  organi¬ 
zation  was  formed  which  met  alternately  at  Mr.  Benson6  s  house  and  at 
Mr.*  Josiah  Brown6  s  house  in  Dry  Grove.  Ebenezer  Rhodes  was  their 
pastor  for  many  years,  assited  by  a  Mr.  James  Scott  of  Klckapoo. 

The  early  settlers  paid  very  little  attention  to  literature,  as 
all  of  their  effort  was  required  to  get  a  start  in  the  world.  Mr. 
Benson’s  library  consisted  of  a  Bible,  a  Testament,  a  Life  of  Washington 
and  McCarty 6 s  History  of  the  Late  War.  He  stated  that  beeswax  was  an 
important  element  of  commerce  in  those  days;  it  was  gathered  from  the 
bee  trees  in  the  groves. 

Mr.  Benson  and  his  son  assisted  a  Mr.  James  Allin  in  raising  his 
double  log  house,  the  first  house  built  on  the  original  site  of 
Bloomington,  Illinois.  Mr.  Allin  had  planned  to  use  the  Benson  house 
as  a  store,  but  was  dissuaded  from  this  as  some  of  the  neighbors  did 
not  like  it  because  Mr.  Benson  was  a  Whig.  Our  ancestor  had  a  lively 
recollection  of  the  winter  of  the  deep  snow,  1830-1831,  and  believed 
that  on  account  of  the  deep  show  the  farmers  in  McLean  County  were 
never  able  to  make  fall  what  yield  a  fair  return. 
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John  Benaon,  Sr. »  served  as  treasurer  and  assesor  of  Tazewell 
County  in  the  year  1827.  He  was  very  quick  with  his  pen  and  was  a 
correct  speller,,  abilities  which  were  considered  great  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  the  early  days. 

DuBois  writes  the  following  in  1874s 

flJohn  Benson.  Jr.,  now  lives  with  his  son,  John,  at  White  Oak* 
surrounded  by  his  children*  grandchildren*  and  great-grandchildren, 
numbering  115  persons.  His  three  3ons  now  living,  John,  James. 
and  Williams,  are  old,  grey-headed  men,  surounded  by  their 
children  and  grandchildren.  They  might  be  considered  a  com¬ 
munity  by  themselves,  as  they  live  on  adjoining  farms.  The 
old  gentleman  was  96  years  of  age  in  March,  1874,  the  oldest 
man  in  the  county.  In  manner  he  is  pleasing  and  affable,  though 
somewhat  dignified.  He  is  about  five  foot  four  inches  in 
height,  and  his  form  Is  somewhat  bowed  with  age.  In  earlier 
days  he  was  five  foot  six  and  one-half  inches  tall.  His  form 
is  not  heavy,  on  the  contrary  a  little  thin.  His  hair  is  now 
very  white  and  his  features  clearly  defined  and  regular.  In 
dress  Mr.  Benson  was  always  plain;  he  never  wore  boots  until 
he  was  sixty  years  of  age.  He  formerly  wore  the  garb  so  common 
with  the  pioneers,  a  wolf -skin  cap,  a  hunting  shirt,  and  buckskin 
breeches.  In  fall  and  winter  he  wore  moccasins,  but  in  the 
summer  he  went  bare-footed  -and  frequently  used  his  bare  feet 
to  stamp  out  a  prairie  fire.  He  lost  his  eyesight  when  forty- 
one  years  of  age  but  regained  it  when  he  was  sixty-five  (due. 
to  cataracts).  He  was  always  remarkable  for  his  intrepidity 
and  his  adventurous  spirit.  He  is  still  in  good  health  and 
often  walks  two  or  three  miles  a  day.®1 

On  the  14th  day  of  November  in  1841,  Sallie  Music  Benson  died  at 
Blooming  Grove,  Illinois,  and  since  his  sons  had  moved  to  White  Oak 
John  Benson,  Sr. .  also  moved  there.  He  married  Elizabeth  Waldrom 
of  Bowling  Green,  Illinois  on  May  23,  1842;  she  died  in  August,  1871. 

John  Benso n j __3 r . ,  died  on  August  18,  18 75*.  ana  is  buried  in  Benson  Cemeterj 


JAMBS  BENSON 

On  October  26,  1805?  James  Benson  was  born,  son  of  John  Benson, 
Sr. ,  and  Sallie  Music  Benson.  When  -he  was  fifteen  months  old  the 
Benson  family  moved  to  Indiana  from  Montgomery  County,  Kentucky, 
settling  in  what  is  now  Gibson  County  and  remaining  there  until  1820. 
In  that  year  they  moved  to  Illinois  to  that  part  of  Sangamon  County 
which  is  now  Logan  County,  where  Mr.  Benson  farmed.  From  ther^  they 
moved  to  Blooming  Grove,  where  he  met  and  married  Polly  Ann  Hlnshaw 
on  November  6,  1828.  Polly  Ann  Hlnshaw  Benson  had  been  born  in 
Overton  County,  Tennessee,  and  had  come  to  Blooming  Grove.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  their  last-born  son  being 
Horace  Mitchell  Benson,  father  of  Imogen  B.  Emery. 

In  January  of  1821  James  Benson  went  on  a  bee  hunt  to  Salt  Creek 
and  found  what  would  be  considred  by  bee  hunters  a  great  curiosity, 
a  tree  absolutely  deserted  by  bees  but  containing  more  than  three 
gallons  of  candled  honey.  During  the  following  March  he  went  to 
Kickapoo  Creek  on  a  bee  hunt  with  a  man  named  Campbell  and  another 
man.  Campbell  found  the  first  three  tree*  and  seemed  to  be  In.  luck. 
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but  Benson  found  a  linn  tree  with  a  hollow  containing  a  gallon  of 
honey,  and  then  a  white  oak  containing  ten  gallons.  Large  flakes 
of  honey  two  feet  broad  were  taken  out.  He  found  next  a  black  walnut 
tree  which  had  been  stripped  of  its  bark  by  the  Indians  to  make  wig¬ 
wams.  When  the  tree  died  it  shrank  and  various  weather  checks  ap¬ 
peared;  through  them  the  bees  went  to  the  hollow  within  and  filled 
it  with  honey.  The  hunters  took  out  of  it  seven  or  eight  gallons  of 
honey.  Their  next  find  was  a  burr  oak  tree  with  a  hollow  about  thirty 
feet  from  the  ground,  and  out  of  this  they  took  eight  or  nine  gallons. 

After  moving  with  their  parents  to  Blooming  Grove,  Illinois,  in 
the  spring  of  1823,  James  and  Jesse  Benson  cut  and  hauled  house  logs 
for  ten  days.  They  were  visited  by  Severe  Stringfield  and  Gardner 
Randolph  from  Randolph0 a  Grove.  The  family  first  moved  into  a  linn 
bark  camp,  which  had  three  sides  closed  up  and  the  fourth  side  open; 
the  floor  and  roof  were  of  linn  bark.  That  summer  the  family  raised 
very  little  grain,  and  during  the  following  winter  many  of  their 
cattle  died.  James  was  obliged  to  ride  thirty-five  miles  on  horse¬ 
back  to  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Fork  to  get  his  p^ow  sharpened.  He 
crossed  the  Kickapoo  by  hanging  to  his  horse  as  it  swam  over,  and 
then  going  back  with  a  canoe  for  his  plow. 

After  his  marriage  James  Benson  went  to  Harley8  s  Grove  and  im¬ 
proved  a  place,  then  sold  his  improvement  and  moved  to  White  Oak 
Grove.  Here  he  and  his  brother  John  built  a  cabin  and  broke  gound. 
During  the  following  spring  (1832)  they  both  volunteered  in  Captain 
McClure's  Company  (from  page  832 )  and  served  in  the  BLACK  HAWK  WAR. 

The  Company  officers  were  elected  at  Pekin,  and  they  proceeded  from 
there  to  Peoria  and  then  to  Dixon8  s  Ferry,  where  they  were  mustered 
into  the  regular  service. 

The  famous  defeat  of  Major  Stillman8 s  Battalion  occurred  on  the 
evening  of  the  day  after  their  arrival  at  Dixon's  Ferry.  In  the 
middle  of  the  night  Mr.  Benson  stated  that  he  was  awakened  from  his 
sleep  by  a  voice  calling,  "halloo".  On  answering  he  was  told  that 
Stillman8  s  men  were  all  killed,  that  the  Indians  had  crawled  on 
them  and  said  "woo,  woo"  and  butchered  them  all  in  their  camp. 

During  the  following  morning  Captain  Eades,  of  Peoria,  who  had 
been  in  the  "Run"  and  had  lost  his  hat,  came  around  the  camp  with 
a  handkerchief  tied  to  his  head  and  his  sword  at  his  side.  He 
tried  to  collect  his  men,  but  they  were  badly  scattered  and  he  could 
find  but  few.  The  greater  part  of  the  troops  went  up  on  the  battle 
ground.  Nearly  all  were  mounted,  and  the  few  unmounted  from  each 
Company  formed  a  Company  by  themselves.  After  marching  to  the 
scene  of  the  fight  about  thirty-five  miles  above  Dixon,  they  burled 
the  dead  and  returned.  Shortly  thereafter  three  Companies,  one  of 
which  was  Captain  McClure8 s,  were  sent  to  Ottawa  and  then  ordered 
to  Indian  Creek  to  bury  the  families  of  Davis,  Hall,  and  Pettigrew, 
who  had  been  murdered  by  the  Indians  immediately  after  the  fight' 
of  Stillman's  Run.  Two  boys,  believed  to  have  belonged  to  the 
Hall  family,  helped  them  identify  the  dead;  the  bodies  had  been 
lightly  covered  with  dirt  outside-  the  house-  near-  t;fae  chtumey. 

The  Volunteers  reburied  them  in  trenches,  by  families,  and  shortly 
thereafter  were  discharged,  having  helped  to  build  a  fort  at 
Ottawa. 
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James  Benson  made  the  usual  trips  to  Chic ago ,  hauling  wheat  and 
driving  hogs.  In  Peoria  pork  brought  $1.25  to  $1.50  per  hundred,  pro¬ 
vided  the  larger  part  of  the  pay  was  taken  in  goods.  A  man  named 
Vinton  Oarlock  succeeded  in  getting  $1.00  per  hundred  in  cash. 

James  Benson  died  in  1883, 


JOHN  BENSON,  JR. 

John  Benson,  Jr.,  brother  of  James  Benson  and  son  of  John  Benson. 
Sr, .  and  Sallie  Music  Benson,  was  born  in  Gibson  County,  Indiana,  on 
October  12,  1807.  When  he  was  twelve  years  old  his  family  moved  to 
Sangamon  County,  Now  Logan  County,  Illinois,  and  in  1823  they  moved 
to  Blooming  Grove,  Illinois.  Their  life  there  as  pioneers  was  mighty 
difficult  at  first,  as  they  had  to  pay  $1.00  per  bushel  for  corn  and 
had  to  earn  the  money  by  splitting  rails  for  $.50  per  hundred.  John 
Benson,  Jr.,  often  went  on  wolf  chases,  which  furnished  great  amuse¬ 
ment.  At  one  time  he  and  Thomas  Orendorff  were  near  Major’s  Grove 
when  a  wolf  appeared  near  by,  Just  sitting  on  the  ground.  Mr.  Benson 
ran  after  it  and  struck  it  down  with  an  ear  of  corn,  and  Orendorff 
followed  and  killed  it. 

When  John  Benson,  Jr. ,  was  twenty-one  years  old  he  started  with 
the  Funk  family  to  drive  pigs  to  Galena.  They  stopped  in  Peoria  for 
about  two  weeks,  and  there  Benson  witnessed  a  misunderstanding  which 
had  sprung  up  between  a  Dutchman  and  a  Negro,  and  which  was  settled 
in  the  usual  manner,  by  fighting  it  out.  The  Dutchman  threw  the 
Negro  down,  but  unfortunately  had  allowed  his  thumb  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Negro’s  mouth.  Some  of  the  by-standers  called,  “Let’s  part 
them",  but  another  said,  "No,  let  them  fight  it  out;  one’s  a  Dutchman 
and  the  other’s  a  nigger."  However,  the  fighting  parties  thought 
they  had  done  enough  to  amuse  the  crowd  and  stopped. 

The  Funks  had  a  hard  time  moving  their  pigs,  because  they  broke 
through  the  ice  on  the  Illinois  River.  Jacob  and  Jesse  Funk  went 
after  them  waist-deep  in  water,  but  they  lost  two  pigs.  A  heavy 
fall  of  snow  made  it- difficult  to  travel,  but  fortunately  a  wagon 
going  before  them  had  made  a  track  in  the  snow  for  the  pigs  to  walk. 
When  the  party  cape  to  the  head  of  Crow  Creek  the  weather  was  in¬ 
tensely  cold,  and  all  but  one  of  the  party  was  frost-bitten.  Here 
old  John  Dixon  lived;  he  was  the  pioneer  who  afterward  moved  to  Rock 
River.  By  this  time  John  Benson,  Jr.,  had  had  enough  of  this  travel, 
so  he  returned  to  Blooming  Grove  while  the  Funks  went  on  to  Galena. 

Mr.  Benson  and  other  farmers  went  together  in  sending  hogs  to 
Chicago,  on  one  occasion  sending  eleven  hogs  with  the  "bunch".  On 
this  trip  they  stopped  at  Big  Sulphur  Springs  for  several  weeks  on 
account  of  a  sleet  storm.  The  cold  was  Intense  and  the  men  in  charge 
of  the  swine  had  to  stand  guard  to  prevent  the  pigs  from  piling  on 
top  of  each  other  and  crushing  those  beneath  them  to  death. 
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John  Benson,  Jr.,  enlisted  in  Captain  McClure8 s  Company  and  served 
In  the  BLACK  HAWK  WAR,  along  with  his  brother  James.  (See  complete 
details  of  this  service  with  story  on  James  Benson,  preceding). 

In  1830  John  Benson,  Jr.,  married  Penina  Hlnshaw  (sister  of  I.B.E. 
grandmother,  Polly  Ann  Hlnshaw  Benson).  They  had  twelve  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  listed  below: 

Mary  M.  (Mrs.  J.  W.  Arnold),  Eureka 
Robert  Music 
Philip  Y. 

Penina  Ann  (Mrs.  John  D.  Conger),  Eldora,  Iowa 
Sarah  (Brown) 

Lydia  E.  (Smith) 

Addle 

Lucy  F.  (Smales) 

Emmet  Lee 

DuBois8  comments  about  John  Benson,  Jr.,  as  follows: 

"John  Benson,  Jr.,  was  five  feet  five  inches  tall,  quite  bald, 
very  healthy,  with  small  humorous  eyes;  he  is  strong,  active, 
and  industrious,  loving  humor  and  fun.  He  remembers  clearly 
and  distinctly  the  events  of  the  past,  and  his  intellect  is 
not  impaired  by  age.  He  sings  to  his  grandchildren  the  song 
he  learned  of  the  Indian  chief  of  the  Kickapoos,  Machlna. 

It  was  not  much  of  a  song,  and  was  hummed  in  a  monotonous  way 
by  Machlna  to  the  little  white  papooses  who  sat  on  his  knee: 

1 He-o ,  he-o,  me-yok-o-nee,  me-yok-o-nee8  continually  repeated. 

Mr.  Benson  has  a  peculiarly  pleasing  and  cheerful  expression 
of  countenance,  and  has  hardly  an  enemy  in  the  world. “ 


WILLIAM  BENSON 
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FAMILY  ANECDOTES 


JAMES  BENSON 

(as  related  by  his  grand-daughter ,  Helen  Dorothy  Benson  Walker) 

The  story  Is  told  that  Abraham  Lincoln  spent  several  nights 
in  the  home  of  James  and  Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson,  when  on  a  cir¬ 
cuit;  in  fact  there  is  a  marker  along  the  roadway  near  the  Bensoi> 
Cemetery.  A  neighbor  of  the  Bensons,  one  Abe  Carlock,  who  lived  ' 
down  the  road,  was  known  as  "The  Old  Democrat1*1;  this  notation  is 
even  engraved  on  his  tombstone.  When  people  came  by  asking  to  stay 
over  night  he  would  ask  if  they  were  Democrat  or  Republican;  if  the 
answer  was  Democrat,  they  could  stay  with  him;  if  Republican  they 
were  told  to  go  down  to  Jim  Benson1 s  place. 


Grandfather  Benson  had  a  nighbor  who  was  a  frequent  borrower; 
one  time  he  borrowed  a  single  tree  and  did  not  return  it  for  sever¬ 
al  days.  Then  when  the  neighbor8 s  child  did  bring  it  back,  Grandpa 
told  the  boy,  "Come  with  me,  son,"  and  they  went  to  the  barn. 

Grandpa  took  down  a  buggy  whip  and  gave  the  single  tree  several 
good  lashes,  saying,  "And  th*  next  time  you  go  away  and  stay  so  long 
you'll  get  twice  as  hard  a  licking."  The  single  tree  was  not  bor¬ 
rowed  again. 


Grandpa  sang  his  own  version  of  "Sing  a  song  of  six  pence"  as 
he  held  a  grandchild  on  his  knee;  the  words  followed  Mother  Goose 
pretty  closely  until  the  part,  "The  maid  was  in  the  garden,  hanging 
up  her  clothes",  and  then  he  finished  it  with,  "Along  came  a  dickey 
bird  and  snatched  off  her  nose."  With  this  he  would  tweak  the  grand¬ 
child  on  the  nose  and  say,  "Wasn't  that  a  n-a-s-t-y  bird  to  pull  off 
that  poor  girl's  nose?" 


James  Benson  was  opposed  to  liquor,  and  one  time  he  paid  a 
bootlegger  for  his  wares  and  then  ordered  the  man  to  pour  it  out 
on  the  r6ad,  saying,  "Now  get  out." 


On  the  tombstone  of  Grandfather  James  Benson  is  the  following 
inscription: 

"Thou  shalt  go  to  thy  grave  in  a  full  age  like  as 
to  a  sheaf  of  corn  that  cometh  in,  in  its  season." 


Grandpa  Benson  was  great  ly  loved  by  two  grandsons,  Roy  and 
James  Benson;  he  would  give  them  two-cent  pieces  and  big  pennies. 
Once  when  Jay  Benson  was  about  fifteen  years  old  he  ran  away  to 
the  Civil  War,  but  Grandpa  caught  him  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
house  and  brought  him  back. 
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EMILY  WILLIS  BENSON  (Osborne) 

(as  told  by  her  great-niece,  Alta  Harris  Black) 

Emily  Willis  Benson  Osborne  and  her  husband,  Samuel,  vent  to 
Bayard,  Nebraska,  in  an  early  day;  they  built  a  sod  house  which  is 
still  standing.  “Aunt  Em"  was  the  story-book  type  of  true  frontier 
woman,  everybody® s  friend,  a  patient,  humorous,  tolerant  woman. 

One  story  concerns  a  time  when  she  Jiad  invited  guestB  for  dinner 
and  had  planned  to  prepare  frosted  ham.  It  seems  that  she  went  to 
*the  barn  to  get  fresh  eggs  and  noticed  that  flies  were  bothering  a 
work  horse  with  a  sore  neck.  Aunt  Em  took  over,  bathed  the  horse, 
cleaned  the  stall,  put  In  fresh  straw,  applied  a  dressing  to  the 

horse - and  the  company  arrived  before  she  had  even  put  the  ham 

on  to  cook.  But  Aunt  Em  was  neither  embarrassed  nor  apologetic; 
she  simply  explained  the  situation  and  went  on  about  the  business 
of  getting  the  dinner  ready. 


HORACE  MITCHELL  BENSON 

(as  related  by  his  daughter,  Imogen  Benson  Emery) 

Mrs.  Etaery  recalls  that  one  of  her  father® s  stories  concerned 
a  family  pet  crow;  this  crow  had  a  split  tongue  and  talked  like  a 
parrot.  Horace  Benson  also  told  a  story  about  a  goat  that  would 
get  in  the  house  and  rummage  around .  One  day  the  goat  managed  to 
get  upstairs;  it  found  a  fine  morsel  and  chewed  it  up  —  but  the 
morsel  happened  to  be  about  $15.00  which  had  been  carefully  saved. 

The  story  goes  that  when  the  daughters  of  the  family  of  James 
and  Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson  found  that  Horace  was  about  to  be  born, 
they  took  out  the  crib  and  broke  it  into  bits.  But  later  they 
spoiled  him. 

The  bachelor  In  the  family,  Uncle  William  Benson,  used  to 
come  to  the  Horace  Benson  home  for  a  visit;  he  would  sit  in  a  buggy 
by  the  hour,  reading.  It  was  said  that  he  had  his  will  drawn  up, 
leaving  everything  to  Valparaiso  University  in  Indiana.  But  the 
will  was  not  signed  when  he  died,  and  his  estate  went  to  his 
brothers  and  sisters. 

Jesse  Musick  Benson  and  Cyrus  Hinshaw  Benson,  older  brothers 
of  Horace  Mitchell  Benson,  fought  at  Vicksburg,  Pittsburg  Landing, 
and  at  Shiloh  in  the  Civil  War. 
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ELIZABETH  DODGE  BENSON  (Knight) 

(as  related  by  her  grand-daughter,,  Alta  Harris  Black) 

The  Benson  family  belonged  to  the  Christian  Church.  In  the 
early  days  of  Anchor,  Illinois,  there  were  two  churches  in  town, 
both  of  which  had  been  moved  there  from  their  original  .Locations 
in  the  country.  The  Antioch  Disciples  of  Christ  Church  had  been 
located  in  the  country  two  miles  east  of  Anchor,  and  was  moved  to 
town  in  May  of  1885.  That  church  was  organized  by  Moses  Knight, 
husband  of  Elizabeth  Benson  Knight;  he  had  donated  land  for  a 
church  and  a  cemetery.  That  cemetery  still  remains.  The  Prairie 
Chapel  M.  E.  Church  was  built  in  187^  a  mile  and  a  half  southeast 
of  Anchor,  and  was  moved  to  town  in  June  of  1890.  A  cemetery  re¬ 
mains  at  that  location  also.  The  two  churches  occupied  adjoining 
lots  and  served  the  community  until  1911  ,  when  a  merger  was  ef¬ 
fected,  and  the  Anchor  United  Brethren  Church  was  organized. 

The  Christian  Church  loomed  large  in  the  lives  of  the  early 
Bensons.  Uncle  "Cy"  Benson  sat  in  a  front  pew,  always  dressed  in 
a  blue  serge  suit.  Later,  when  he  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Denman, 
they  went  to  the  Methodist  Church. 

Grandmother  Betsy  Knight  sat  on  the  end  seat,  second  row, 
middle  aisle.  She  would  never  move  over  but  would  rise,  stand 
in  the  aisle  in  her  black  silk  and  her  little  bonnet  with  lavendar 
ribbon  ties  and  wait  for  people  to  move  in.  This  caused  her  grand¬ 
children  much  embarrassment l 

Alice  Knight,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  Knight,  pre¬ 
sided  over  the  Communion  Table.  Once  a  fly  got  in  the  wine, 
which  almost  caused  an  ex-communication. 


HATTIE  KNIGHT  (Harris) 

(recollections  of  her  early  chlldnood  as  told  to  her  children 
and  compiled  by  Edith  Harris  and  Alta  Harris  Black) 

M.  Moses  Harriman  Knight  (our  grandfather)  was  a  New  England 
Yankee  schoolmaster  who  had  come  west  from  an  old  academy  village 
to  the  White  Oak  settlement  in  central  Illinois.  There  he  had  mar¬ 
ried  lovely  Betsy  Benson  and  stayed  for  a  time  among  her  well- 
established  relatives  and  friends.  But  soon  he  had  yearned  toward 
a  better  opportunity  for  his  growing  family.  He  had  acquired  quite 
an  acreage  of  virgin  land  on  the  raw  prairie  some  distance  away, 
and  he  had  gone  there  to  make  the  rough  improvements  before  moving 
his  family.  He  built  a  shanty  which  would  haveto  do  for  a  time; 
he  built  stock  shelters  and  dug  the  "deep,  deep  well",  which  for 
sanitary  reasons  was  the  "best  ever";  he  planted  the  young  apple 
tree's  whioh  would  become  as  permanent  as  those  in  his  New  England, 
Now  he  was  ready  for  Betsy  and  the  children,  and  we  see  them  near¬ 
ing  the  new  home  facing  a  new  frontier  together. 

Flashing  back  almost  a  century,  we  spotlight  a  girl-child 
scarcely  three  years  old,  delicately  thin  with  deep-set  brown 
eyes  accentuated  by  a  high  arched  brow.  Heavy  plaits  of  straight 
dark  hai^  "^icked  back"  from  a  sensitive  face.  She  sits  on 
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her  mother0 s  lap,  high  on  a  pioneer  wagon  lumbering  across  unbroken 
Illinois  prairie.  An  extra  horse,  “Old  Bell®,  is  tied  to  the  team. 
Behind  the  wagon  plods  a  large  roan  cow.  It  was  late  in  September 
and  they  were  nearing  the  end  of  the  trail  when  the  word  “Christmas" 
first  registered  with  the  child,, 

We  had  stopped  at  noon  to  eat  and  to  feed  and  water  the  stock. 
Father  milked  from  the  patient  cow  and  we  drank  it  with  the  lunch 
Mother  had  brought.  Mother  bravely  tried  to  withhold  her  sobs  as 
she  remembered  the  three  graves  they  had  left  behind.  S&mea  had 
been  buried  but  a  few  days,  and  now  I  was  the  baby  and  s’at  on  her 
lap.  Six-year-old  Alice  leaned  forward  asking,  "Will  we  have 
Christmas  in  our  new  home?™  She  was  remembering  the  Christmas  at 
Grandfather  Benson0 s  last  year.  ®0f  course  we  will  have  Christmas,® 
answered  Father,  "and  we  will  hang  up  our  stockings,  too." 

After  lunch  Father  said  that  we  could  rest  ourselves  and  the 
tired  stock  for  only  a  little  while  as  thirty  miles  was  a  long  pull. 
I  must  have  slept  much  of  the  time  for  I  don" t  remember  fording  the 
little  river  twice  or  driving  through  the  virgin  timber  where  Father 
would  get  the  wood  to  burn  and  the  poles  for  building  the  new  house, 
the  stable,  and  the  cow  shed. 

Father  hoped  to  reach  our  new  home  before  dark.  The  nights 
were  cold  and  he  must  unload  most  of  the  wagon  to  get  at  the  cook 
stove  and  the  bedding.  It  was  late  when  we  stepped  close  to  our 
shanty.  Brother  Will  took  the  harness  from  the  horses  and  little 
Win ton  helped  give  them  a  drink  from  the  well  that  Father  had  dug. 
They  they  fed  and  sheltered  them.  Next  they  took  care  of  the  cow, 
then  the  chicken  coop  was  lilted  down.  Mother  brought  a  rooster  to 
crow  and  a  dozen  hens  so  we  could  have  fresh  eggs  to  eat  and  some 
to  set. 

When  Christmas  came  Father  said  he  could  shoot  a  prairie 
chicken  to  cook,  so  that  is  what  we  had  for  our  first  Christmas 
dinner  —  a  big  pan  of  prairie  chicken  pie  with  gravy  for  the 
potatoes.  We  hung  up  our  stockings  on  a  line  Father  had  stretched 
for  drying  clothes  when  the  wind  was  too  high  to  put  them  outside. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  wind  on  the  prairie,  which  the  settlers 
disliked  very  much.  Sometimes  it  would  blow  the  grass  covering 
from  our  shanty.  But  these  were  things  we  had  to  put  up  with  until 
we  could  plant  trees  for  a  wind  break. 

Christmas  morning  found  each  cf  us  hunting  in  our  stocking 
to  see  what  Santa  had  left.  Down  in  the  toe  cf  each  hand-knit 
stocking  each  child  found  a  five-cent  piece  wrapped  in  red  paper. 
That  was  Just  the  beginning  of  all  those  nickels  we  found  each 
.year  in  the  toe  of  a  hand-knit  stocking  until  we  were  more  than 
half-grown.  Right  on  top  of  the  nickel  was  a  lovely  bunch  at 
raisins,  the  very  sweetest  and  finest  I  have  ever  seen.  Mother 
must  have  got  them  before  we  left  our  home  In  White  Oak.  There 
were  nuts  gathered  from  Grandfather  Benson0 s  wood  pasture.  And 
there  was  a  big  red  apple  from  a  gunny  sack  which  had  also  come 
from  Grandfather  Benson0 s.  We  wondered  where  Mother  had  kept  them, 
but  we  never  knew.  Two  pieces  of  red-and-whlte- striped  candy  were 
stuck  down  in  one  side  of  the  stocking.  Father  had  popped  corn 
the  night  before,  and  Mother  had  made  popcorn  balls.  A  big  plate 
was  piled  high  with  them,  as  she  said  there  was  no  room  in  stockings 
for  such  sticky  things.  Father  read  the  Christmas  story  to  us  from 
the  family  Bible.  Then  he  knelt  down  andprayed,  and  we  who  were 
old  enough  knelt  with  him. 
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Ten  years  later,  in  the  year  1877?  our  church  was  to  have  k 
Christmas  tree.  Father  and  Mother  had  given  land  from  the  corner 
of  our  farm  for  a  church  and  a  cemetery.  The  church  had  been  named 
“Antioch*’  because  “The  Believers""  were  fi2*st  called  Christiana  at 
Antioch. 

I  was  thirteen  years  old  that  year  and  as  excited  as  moat 
girls  that  age  would  be.  Our  Uncle  Doc  had  said  he  would  be  glad 
to  donate  a  big  evergreen  tree;  not  many  people  had  evergreen  trees , 
and  in  truth  not  many  people  had  trees.  Most  had  come  from  the 
Mann  Nursery.  We  had  trees  around  our  house  for  shade,  a  big 
orchard  that  was  beginning  to  bear,  and  four  young  ever  greens 
growing  in  our  front  yard. 

This  first  Christmas  tree  was  a  beautiful  evergreen  tree? 
and  it  was  a  novelty  because  most  of  the  people  in  our  section  of 
the  prairie  had  never  seen  an  evergreen.  Father  had  popped  corn 
and  we  strung  it  and  hung  it  on  the  tree.  It  was  white  like  snow¬ 
flakes  and  looked  very  beautiful  hanging  from  the  spreading  green 
boughs.  Everyone  who  wished  vras  to  bring  gifts  for  friends  and 
have  them  distributed  from  the  tree.  Our  Sunday  School  had  made 
a  purse  to  buy  nuts,  hard  candy  and  big  red  apples  for  children 
who  might  otherwise  have  no  presents. 

It  was  a  starry  moonlit  night;  the  church  was  packed;  men  . 
and  big  boys  stood  in  the  back  and  even  filled  the  aisles.  There 
was  a  short  program  ~  two  girls  sang  a  Christmas  song,  e,  half- 
grown  boy  spoke  a  nice  Christmas  piece,  Fat hex6  read  the  Christmas 
story  from  the  Bible  and  offered  a  prayer  and  talked  for  a  brief 
time.  Then  two  tall  boys  came  to  the  front  and  cut  the  presents 
from  the  tree  and  handed  them  to  Father.  He  read  off  the  names 
and  gave  them  to  one  of  the  four  men  to  carry  to  the  right  person, 
who*  would  hold  up  his  hand  to  be  seen.  Alice  and  I  received  gloves, 
grey  and  lined  and  very  pretty.  We  had  always  had  soft  white  mittens 
for  church  and  heavy  dark  ones  for  school  —  but  gloves  were  un¬ 
expected  and  unthinkable.” 

The  treats  were  passed  out  and  there  was  something  for  every¬ 
one,  but  I  am  sure  that  all  present  would  have  enjoyed  that  first 
Christmas  tree  even  if  there  had  been  nothing  for  them.  It  was 
the  loveliest  of  Christmas  parties. 
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BETSY  BENSON  KNIGHT0 3  APPLE  BUTTER  RECIPE 

(From  her  cookbook,  "Practical  Housekeeping",  Buckeye  Publishing  Company, 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  1881,  contributed  by  Miss  Sarah  Thomson,  Delaware) 

Boil  one  barrel  of  new  cider  down  half,  peel  and  core  three  bushels 
of  good  cooking  apples.  When  the  cider  has  boiled  to  half  the 
quantity,  add  the  apples,  and  when  soft,  stir  constantly  for  from 
eight  to  ten  hours.  If  done  it  will  adhere  to  an  inverted  plate. 

Put  away  in  stone  Jars  (not  earthenware)  with  writing  paper  cut  to 
fit  the  Jar,  and  press  down  closely  upon  the  apple  butter.  Cover 
the  whole  with  thick  brown  paper  snugly  tied  down. 

YEAST  RECIPE 


Eight  large  potatoes  boiled  in  half  gallon  water;  1  large  handful 
of  hops,  1  cup  of  flour  scalded  with  the  hop  water,  1  teacup  of 
sugar,  1  teacup  of  salt,  1  tablespoon  of  ginger,  and  1  cup  of 
good  soft  yeast  (probably  hold-over  starter). 


THE  QUAKER  ROSE 

(This  story  contributed  by  Alta  Harris  Black,  grand-daughter  of  Betsy 
Benson  Knight) 

Polly  Ann  Hi ns haw  came  from  Tennessee  to  Illinois  before  her  mar¬ 
riage  to  James  Benson  on  November  6,  1828.  When  she  left  Tennessee 
she  brought  with  her  a  little  yellow  rose,  very  beautiful,  single- 
petaled,  and  very  fragrant.  Her  daughter,  Elizabeth  Benson  Knight, 
loved  it  and  took  it  to  her  home;  she  in  turn  gave  it  to  her  daughter, 
Hattie  Knight  Harris,  who  managed  to  keep  the  root  alive  when  she 
moved  to  the  plains  of  Dakota.  After  the  death  of  her  husband, 

Hattie  brought  the  roots  to  California  and  kept  them  alive  through 
different  moves.  And  now  her  daughter,  Alta  Harris  Blacl$  has  a 
piece  of  the  rose  plant  and  has  struggled  to  keep  it  alive.  She 
says,  "It  must  have  been  a  terrible  plant  struggle  for  this  native 
of  Tennessee  soil  and  climate,  so  different  from  its  transplanting 
in  the  west,  to  survive!!  And  now  I  say,  'Who  will  be  the  keeper 
of  the  little  Quaker  yellow  raose?9  It  is  a  tragedy  if  it  were  to 
utterly  disappear.  It  could.  I  look  at  it  every  day! " 

A 


THE  "LOST  FILLY"  STORY 


(The  following  story  is  attributed  to  John  Benson,  Sr.,  who  had  married 
a  second  time  (his  first  wife  being  our  ancestor,  Sallie  Muslck).  It 
seems  that  his  wife  left  him  and  he  inserted  an  ad  in  the.  local  paper: 

LOST,  STRAYED  OR  STOLEN:  One  filly  about  5  feet  3  inches  high; 

No  reward  for  her  return. 

But  the  second  wife  must  have  returned  to  the  fold,  for  she  lived  with 
him  for  some  thirty  years.  His  family  was  horrified,  but  this  didn't 
disturb  him  at  sill. 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTES 


To  make  it  easier  to  locate  a  particular  branch  of  the 
family  tree9  the  outline  form  of  recording  each  generation  has 
been  used  in  this  section,.  The  fourteen  children  of  James  and 
Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson  are  listed  in  numerical  order  on  page 
23;  then  each  of  these  fourteen  children  is  named  in  capital  type 
with  a  center  heading  (for  examples  2.  ELIZABETH  DODGE  BENSON 
( Knight )p  together  with  whatever  history  was  available  about 
that  person. 

The  first  succeeding  generation  is  noted  in  Roman  numerals 
and  c apital  type  (for  examples  II.  WXNTON  CYRUS  KNIGHT);  the 
next  generation  is  indented  and  listed  with  capital  letters 
(for  example:  A.  Frank  Hyneman  Knight);  the  next  generation 
indented  again  and  listed  with  numbers  (for  example:  1.  Frank 
Beardsley  Knight).  The  next  two  generations  are  indented  again 
and  follow  outline  form,,  using  ^aj"’1  for  the  fifth  generation 
and  "1)"  for  the  sixth  generation.  Children  in  each  family  are 
given  in  order  of  date  of  birth.  Each  direct  descendant  of 
James  Benson  is  underlined,  and  the  married  name  of  each  female 
descendant  is  given  in  parentheses  after  her  family  name. 

Because  it  would  be  impossible  to  list  every  single  Benson 
descendant  In  the  Alphabetical  Index  (and  we  have  counted  314 
persons  directly  descended  from  James  and  Polly  Benson,  here 
recorded),  you  will  find  that  the  index  listing  gives  the  names 
through  the  third  generation  only.  Current  addresses  are  given 
whenever  possible. 

Pictures  of  the  following  can  be  obtained  from  Imogen  B. 
Emery,  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  for  twenty=»five  cents  per  copy; 

1)  The  James  Benson  Homestead  (post-card  size) 

2)  John  Benson,  Sr.  (father  of  James  Benson) 

3)  James  Benson 

4)  Nan  Gils trap,  Emily  Osborne,  and  Elizabeth  Knight 
(sisters,  daughters  of  James  Benson) 


Special  recognition  should  be  given  to  Helen  Benson  Walker, 
who  Insisted  that  I  compile  the  research  notes  I  had  gathered 
through  the  years,  and  with  her  untiring  effort  and  that  of 
Alta  Harris  Black,  Edith  Harris,  Laura  B.  Strozzi,  and  Cecil 
Arnold,  the  record  of  succeeding  generations  of  the  descendants 
of  the  fourteen  children  of  James  and  Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson 
has  been  made  possible  and  is  here  recorded  for  posterity.  A 
special  thanks  is  also  due  my  assistant,  Mrs.  Shirley  Grimes, 
for  her  compilation  of  the  material. 


Imogen  Benson  Emery 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  JAIMES  BENSON,  SR» 


James  Benaonc  S rc  0  son  of  John  and  Sally  Musick  Benson,  was  born 
on  October  26,  1805 *  In  Montgomery  County,  Kentucky,  When  he  vras  15 
months  old  Ills  family  moved  to  Indiana;  in  1820  they  moved  to  Logan 
County,  Illinois;  in  the  spring  of  1823  they  settled  In  Blooming  Grove, 
Illinois,  at  first  in  a  linn-bark  camp  with  three  sides  closed  and  one 
side  open. 

On  November  6,  1326,  James  Bensonf  Sr0  0  wax  married  to  Polly  Ann 
Hinahav.  daughter  of  George,  Sr.,  and  Susannah  Johnson  Hin shawl ( For 
more  detailed  information  see  BENSON  GENEALOGY  and  HI N SHAW  GENEALOGY). 
Their  fourteen  children  and  descendants  are  given  on  succeeding  pages. 


1.  William  Benson,  born  4-15-1830;  died  4-12-1903 

2.  Elizabeth  Dodge  Denson  ( Knight )fl  born  12-24-1831;  died  1919 

3.  N&ncy  Benson  (Glistrap ) ,  born  11-10-1833;  died  1-919 A<UST 

4.  Cyrus  Hi ns haw  Benson,  born  9-1^-133 5;  died  6-2-1920 

5.  Jesse  Musick  Benson,  born  11-12-1339?  died  12-18-1903 

6.  Sarah  Jane  Benson  (Chism  ),  born  10-17-1840;  died  10-17-1890 

7.  Maid  a  0o  Benson,  born  2-20-1842;  died  2-7=1845 

3.  Susannah  Benson  (Arnold),  born  5^22=1344;  died  12-12-1919 

9.  James  Palmer  Benson,  born  8-21-1846;  died  6-4-1915 

10.  John  Francis  Benson,  born  9-8-1848;  died  3-24-1868 

11.  Emily  Willis  Benson  (Osborne),  born  4-2-1851;  died  1910 

12.  George  W„  Benson,  born  4-5-1853;  died  5-27-1855 

13.  Carroll  Edward  Benson,  born  5-4-1855 ;  died  1-1-41 

14.  Horace  Mitchell  Benson,  born  4=8-1857;  tiled  3-26-1935 


lc  WILLIAM  BENSON 

mum  — 1  a  n  a—  a  i  m  -■■■  -in  ■  ■  m  r 


The  first  of  fourteen  children,  William,  was  born  on  April  15* 
1830;  he  received  his  education  at  Bloomington  Academy  and  taught 
school  for  two  years  before  moving  to  a  farm  in  White  Oak  Township, 
Illinois.  He  died  a  bachelor  in  Indiana  on  April  12,  1903,  and 
since  his  will  was  not  signed  at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  estate 
went  to  his  brothers  and  slaters,  rather  than  to  Valparaiso  Univer¬ 
sity,  as  he  had  planned. 


rx<  f  r,w  2  o!  >lM  '*IIa8  bni,  niioT.  no«  ,„_?5  -  a  ,.:. 

' 

't  IsrlT 


' 


.11 


on  cil  -xolsridad  a  bslb  eH 


2 


gLmfl&TH  DODGE  LISNSQB  (Knight:) 
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Elizabeth,  or 
was  married  in  1852  to  M. 
Vermont  on  June  30,  1830) 
cornea  the  following  information 


Betty  D.  Was  born  on  December  24,  1831,  and 


Moses  Harriman  Knight  (who  vas  bora  in 
From  Alta  Harris  Blade,  grand-daughter, 
about  Mr.  Knights 


MMr.  Knight  was  a  teacher  of  rare  attainments,  a  minister 
of  the  Christian  denomination,  and  he  patented  a  portable 
fence.  He  knew  the  woods,  the  plant  life,  the  wild  life, 
the  herbs  and  their  medicinal  value,  and  he  used  these 
natural  remedies  undoubtedly  in  the  same  ways  that  the 
Vermont  Dr.  Jarvis  described  in  Ills  best-selling  book, 

“Folk  Kedeclne*4.  Mr.  Knight  made  maple  sugar  in  Illinois, 
introducing  it  to  the  Illinois  pioneers,  bat  after  hia 
death  the  family  tapped  no  more  trees  and  boiled  no>  more 
maple  drippings. A 

For  detailed  reminiscences  about  Elizabeth  Dodge  Benson  Knight, 
see  FAMILY  ANECDOTES,  pages  17  -  21.  (by  gr&.nd-daughters  Alta  Harris 
Black  and  Edith  Harris). 

Moses  Knight  died  in  18?3,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Knight  died  in 
1919  in  Frederick,  South  Dakota;  she  is  buried  in  the  Antioch  Cemetery, 
Cclf&z,  Illinois.  Their  ten  children,  three  of  whoa  died  in  infancy, 
are  listed  below,  and  their  succeeding  descendants  outlined  on  the 
following  pages. 

James  Knight 

'W  in  ton  Cyrue  Knight 

William  Benson  Knight 

Alice  Knight 

Hattie  Knight 

Or rin  H.  Knight 

Jay  Worcester  Knight 

Lois  Knight 

Hale  Knight 

Mary  Knight 


I.  JAMES  KNIGHT  (died  In  infancy) 


II.  WXNTGN  CYRUS  KNIGHT 

The  Knights'  second  son  was  born  on  September  25,  1861,  and 
died  in  1932;  he  was  owner  and  operator  of  the  Silver  Medal 
Orchard  in  Grand  Junction,  Colorado.  He  was  married  on  December 
24,  1884,  to  Julia  Ann  Hyne&t&n  (who  w&a  born  in  l8£l  and  died  on 
12-6-1949 J,  daughter  of  Kelvin  Metcalf  end  Mary  Jane  Wood  Kynem&n. 
They  had  eleven  children,  as  follows: 

A.  Frank  Hvneman  Knight 

T,r.  Knight  is  a  noted  economist  and  author  who  has  re¬ 
ceived  honorary  degrees  from  Princeton,  No rthwe stern, 
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Col  urabia,  and  Glasgow,  Scotland  Universities;  he  is  listed 
in  "Who's  Who",  "Who9 s  Who  in  American  Education",  and  in 
"American  Men  of  Science".  He  attended  Milligan  College, 
Tennessee;  received  his  B.S.  and  M.A.  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Tennessee;  and  his  Ph.D.  degree  from  Cornell 
University  in  1916;  he  was  pi^ofesscr  of  economics  at  the 
State  University  of  Iowa  from  1919  to  1923  and  at  the 
University  of  Chicago  from  1928  until  his  retirement  in 
1951. 

Frank  Hyneraan  Knight  was  married  on  May  23,  1911,  to  Minerva 
Orlena  Shelburne,  daughter  of  Jas„  Pet tus  Shelburne,  Lee 
County,  Virginia.  Their  four  children  are: 

(Whitehand) 

1.  Laura  Eleanor  KnlghVl  born  12-4-1915,  Ithaca,  New  York; 
married  on  3-15-1938  to  Robert  Emmet  Whitehand,  who  was 
an  Assistant  Professor  of  Drama  at  Oklahoma  State  Univer¬ 
sity;  he  was  a  Captain  In  the  U.S.A.F.  and  was  killed  in 
France  on  3-27-1945.  Laura  E.  Whitehand  received  her 
education  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  graduating 
with  honors  in  English  (Phi  Beta  Kappa,  Pi  Lambda  Theta, 
and  Phi  Sigma  Iota).  Their  two  children  are: 

a)  Terry  Elaine  Whitehand,  born  12-3-1938;  received 
her  B.A.  degree  from  Swarthniore  in  1959 

b)  Linda  Carol  Whitehand.  born  6~i7~1943 ;  new  a  student 
at  the  University  of  California  at  Davis 

2.  Alice  Louise  Knight.,,  born  9'=?9-=19lS  in  Chicago,  Illinois; 
died  7-5-1952;  graduated  from  the  State  University  of 
Iowa  with  distinction  (PM  Beta  Kappa,  Pi  Lambda  Theta); 
she  was  a  graduated  registered  nurse,  University  of 
Minnesota;  her  career  Included  two  years'  teaching, 

R.N.  work,  and  she  served  as  &  Lieutenant  in  the  Army 
Nurse  Corps. 

3.  Horace  Shelburne  Knight,  born  2-9=1920  in  lev: a  City, 

Iowa;  received  his  education  at  the  State  University 
of  Iowa  in  chemical  engineering;  he  is  now  a  Research. 
Chemist  with  the  Shell  Development  Company,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Chemical  Society.  He  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  September  2,  195-  to  Vera  Isma  Robertson,  who 
graduated  from  the  University  of  Minnesota  and  is  a 
registered  nurse.  Their  three  children  are  : 

a)  Barbara  Anne  Knight,  bom  10-2-1951 

b)  Keith  Shelburne  Knight.  6-29-1952 

0 )  Beverly  Jean  Knight,  born  8-22-1955 

4.  Gladys  Susan  Knight  (Fulljameo).  born  4-13-1922  in  Iowa 
City,  Iowa;  she  attended  the  State  University  of  Iowa. 

She  was  married  on  11-23-1946  to  William  Richard  Full  James, 
who  graduated  from  the  State  University  of  Iowa  in  com¬ 
merce  (with  distinction).  Their  three  children  are: 
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a)  Jeffrey  Alan  Puil James ,  born  1-30-19^9 

b)  Richard  Cary  Failiameac  born  7=9-1951 

c)  Gregory  Scott.  Fall  .lame e,,  born  11-18-195^ 

« 

Frank  and  Minerva  Knight  were  divorced  in  1928,  and  Dr. 
Knight  married  secondly  Ethel  Eunice  Verry  on  September 
3,  1929.  Ethel  Verry  Knight  was  born  12-1-1898,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Verry;  she  received  her  education  at  the  State 
University  of  Iowa  and  her  M.A.  degree  from  there  In  1920. 
Ethel  Verry  is  a  noted  sociologist  in  her  own  right,  and 
is  Executive  Director  of  the  Chicago  Child  Care  Society. 
Their  two  children  are  : 

1.  Frank  Bardsley  Knight,  born  10-11-1933;  received  his 
A. B.  degree  from  Cornell  University  in  1955  and  his 
Ph.D.  degree  from  Princeton  University  in  1959;  he  is 
now  Assistant  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Minnesota. 

2.  Charles  Alfred  Knight,  born  3-26-1936;  educated  at  the 
University  of  Chicago,  M.A.  degree  in  1957  and  Ph.D. 
degree  in  1959 »  He  was  married  on  1-12-1962  to  Nancy 
Elizabeth  Chase. 

Dr.  Knight  was  honored  in  1959  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  United  States,  cited  as  "a  great  living  American, 
an  eminent  scholar,  educator,  and  writer,  a  man  who  has 
distinguished  himself  as  a  conservative  thinker  and  out¬ 
standing  teacher  in  the  field  of  economics." 

From  the  December,  1950,  issue  of  Fortune  magazine,  an 
article  entitled  "The  Economists":  The  professional 
society  of  United  States  economists,  the  American  Economic 
Association,  has  as  its  president  in  1950  a  man  who  severed 
years  ago  retired  from  the  pursuit  of  economics  in  some 
discouragement  over  mankind" s  lack  of  rationality.  He  is 
Frank  Knight  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  who  started 
life  as  an  Illinois  farm  boy  and  made  his  way  through  a 
half  century  of  intellectual  struggles  to  become  now,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-six,  the  great  teacher  and  elder  statesman 
of  the  orthodox  classical  school  of  economics  in  the  United 
States  of  America, " 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Knight  now  live  at  1321  East  56th 
Street,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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A  .second  distinguished/son  of  Betsy  and  Moses  Knight 
is  Melvin  Moses  Knight,  born  in  Bloomington,  Illinois,  on 
April  30,  1887.  Ke  received  his  education  at  Miilikin 
College  in  Tennessee,  with  his  A. B.  degree  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Tennessee;  his  A.M.  degree  from  Texas  Christian 
University;  and  hie  Ph.D.  degree  from  Clark  University. 

He  was  married  on  April  28,  1928,  to  Eleanor  Gehman  Keller; 
they  have  no  children. 

Both  Dr.  and  Mrs.  M.  M.  Knight  have  been  outstanding 
in  the  field  of  education  and  have  led  interesting  lives. 

Dr.  Knight  has  taught  economics,  history,  and  government 
at  several  colleges  and  universities  in  the  United  States; 

he  served  with  the  French,  American,  and  Rumanian  armies 
and  with  the  American  Red  Cros3  in  1917  to  1919;  he  was 
awarded  the  Rumanian  War  Cross,  First  Class. 

Dr.  Knight  is  an  eminent  member  or  several  American 
historical  and  economic  societies,  as  well  as  of  the 
Economic  Plistorical  Society  of  London.  He  is  the  author 
of  many  books  and  articles  dealing  with  economic  history, 
including  "The  Americans  in  Santo  Domingo",  “Taboo  and 
Genetics"  (with  Dr.  Iva  L.  Peters  and  Dr.  Phyllis  Blanchard), 
"Morocco  as  a  French  Economic  Venture" ,  etc. 

Included  in  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Knight's  wide  travels,  con¬ 
tributions,  and  foreign  service  is  their  i960  relief  work 
with  Algerian  refugees,  with  headquarters  at  Oujda, 

Morocco,  as  administrators  of  the ’American  Friends 
Service  Committee  (educational  and  social  service). 

Their  present  address  is  1307  La  Loma  Avenue, 

Berkeley,  California. 
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C.  Bessie  Knight  (Stewart) 

The  Knights"  first  daughter,  Bessie,  was  born  on  August 
30,  1888;  she  received  her  B.A.  degree  from  Colorado  College 
in  1912.  On  May  29\  1913*  she  v?as  married  to  Ben  H.  Stewart. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  a  chemist  and  a  photographer,  and  until  his 
death  in  1943  he  was  the  operator  of  Summit  House  and  Glen 
Cove  Inn  on  Pike" s  Peak,  Colorado. 

Since  19^3  Bessie  Knight  Stewart  has  continued  her  husband’s 
business  and  is  noV  president  of  Stewart’s,  Inc.,  a  photography 
business,  and  of  Mountains  Inn.  She  is  a  worl-wid©  traveler 
and  an  accomplished  photographer.  Her  present  address  is 
1404  North  Nevada,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  Their  four 
children  are: 

1.  Elizabeth  Kathryn  Stewart  (Wood),  born  8-15-1914;  first 
married  John  Wood  in  September  of  1932;  he  died  in  1942, 
and  their  two  children  are: 

a)  John  Wood.  Jr.,  born  7-23-44;  died  in  194? 

b)  Mary  Stewart  Wood  (later  Lonsbury).  born  2-3-1944; 
mai'ried  in  February  of  1962  to  Dr7  Robert  G.  Calderwood. 
They  are  now  living  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  at  221  Summit 
Street. 

Elizabeth  Kathryn  Stewart  Wood  married  secondly  Dr.  Louis 
Lonsbury,  and  they  live  in  Gary,  Indiana;  one  child: 

a)  Larry  Lee  Lonsbury.  now  in  Air  Force  at  Offut  A.F.B. 
in  Omaha,  Nebraska 

2.  Margaret  Genevieve  Stewart  (Bohon).  born  11-15-1915;  re¬ 
ceived  B.A.  degree  as  Medical  Laboratory  Technician  from 
Colorado  College.  She  was  married  in  1937  to  Jack  G. 

Bohon,  End  they  now  live  at  4002  Horth  65th  Street, 
Scottsdale,  Arizona.  Their  three  children  are: 

a)  Marcia  Bohon.  born  7-14-1939 

b}  Charles  Stewart  Bohon.  born  6-16-1941 

c)  John  Graham  Bohon 9  Jr.,  born  9-11-1945 

3.  Ruth  Mildred  Stewart  (Woodruff),  born  9-8-1919;  received 
B.A.  degree  from  Colorado  College.  She  was  married  on 
9-11-19^2  to  Clinton  H.  Woodruff,  and  they  now  live  at 
3640  Willwood  Road,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  Their 
three  children  are: 

a)  Judith  Ann  Woodruff,  born  7-4-1943;  now  attending 
Colorado  State  University 

b}  Stewart  Lewis  Woodruff,  born  10-17-19^6 

c )  Mark  Curtis  Woodruff,  born  11-19-1957 

4.  Ben  H,  Stewart,  Jr0 n  born  12-21-1921;  died  in  World  War 
II  on  March  31,  1945. 
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D.  Eva  Knight  (Allen) 

Born  on  December  26,  1889  p  in  Blooming; ton,  Illinois; 
married  William  Wallace  Alj.en  (who  >ras  born  5-1  1-1884  .in 
Coalville,  Utah).  They  now  live  at  15348  Strathmore, 

Detroit  2?,  Michigan.  Two  children  are: 

1.  Barbara  Allen  (Miller),  born  2-12-19 26  in  Provo,  Utah; 
married  Basil  Sldley  Miller  (born  6-3-190?  and  died 
12-6-1961).  Mrs,  Barbara  A.  Miller  now  lives  at  15446 
Stansbury,  Detroit  2?,  Michigan.  One  child: 

a)  Marjorie  Sue  Miller,  born  6-14-1944  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri 

2.  Bruce  Wallace  Allen,  born  in  Provo,  Utah,  on  March  21, 
1919;  married  Helen  Hardman  (born  10-6-1920);  now  living 
at  3321  South  3690  West,  Salt  L&ke  City,  Utah.  Their 
four  children  are: 

a)  Michael  Bruce  Allen,  born  3-6-1942 ;  married  Marilyn 
Sommers;  one  child: 

1)  Karla  Hay  Alien,  born  8-21-1961 

b)  Dennis  Ray  Allen,  born  9-15-1946  in  Detroit,  Michigan 

c)  William  Kevin  Allen,  bom  in  October  of  1951  in  Salt 

,  Lake  City,  Utah 

d )  Sheila  Ann  Allen,  born  11-10-1955 

E.  Bruce  Winton  Knight 

Born  on  June  27,  1892,  in  Colfax,  Illinois;  educated  at 
Texas  Christian  University  for  hie  B.S.  degree  and  at  the 
University  of  Utah  for  his  A.M.  degree;  he  also  attended 
the  University  of  Michigan  and  the  University  of  Chicago. 

3ruce  Knight  has  been  a  professor  in  the  Department  of 
Economics  at  Dartmouth  College  in  Hanover,  New  Hampshire, 
from  1935  until  his  retirement  in  i960.  He  was  married  to 
Myrtle  Mary  Elckelberg  on  June  25,  1925. 

Some  of  Bruce  Knight's  publications  include  "Economics " 
with  N.  L.  Smith);  "How  to  Run  a  War";  "Economic  Principles 
in  Practice";  "Economics"  (with  L.  G.  Hines). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  have  recently  returned  from  & 
round-the-world  tour  of  four  months,  stopping  in  Malaya 
to  visit  their  daughter,  Susan  Banks.  Quoting  from  a 
recent  letter  of  Bruce  Knight's  to  Imogen  B.  Emery:  "We 
have  Just  returned  home  from  a  4-month  trek  that  finally 
took  us  all  the  way  around  the  world.  And  that,  methlnks, 
is  true  to  the  spirit  of  my  ancestors:  England  ( and 
Protestant  Ireland)  to  eastern  America,  then  west,  then 
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farther  west  —  moving,  on  our  way  from  Southampton  to 
Salisbury,  20  to  30  miles,  we  passed  near  Romsey,  the 
town  from  which  John  Knight,  first  of  my  lire  in  America, 
set  out  for  what  was  to  be  Newbury,  Massachusetts. * 

Two  children  of  Bruce  and  Mary  M.  Knight  are: 

1.  Susan  Gretchen  Knight  (Banks),  born  on  November  25, 
1928,  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin;  married  M.  Y.  Banks 
on  August  14,  1954,  and  now  lives  In  Singapore, 

Malaya.  Their  two  children  are: 

a)  Miranda  Banks,  born  10-13-1957 

b)  Sinclair  Banks,  born  8-6-1959 

2.  Bruce  Wlnton  Tucker  Knight,  born  on  December  4,  1930, 
in  Milwaukee,  ¥isconsin;  now  associated  with  the 
Rockefeller  Institute  for  Medical  Research  in  New  York 
City. 


< 


. 

•*•*339*  Io«e6,  M  ,>cixrcfwdK  oct  BiriW  3*/iw  aol  3»o 


•  *s  ^‘3Cffl.>YoH  : >to  rrrccf  .jgjEgafil  ffiftlfg  JI*  1 

.  ..  ■;  •  •  '  ‘ 

. 


30. 


F.  Josephine  Knight  (Smith) 

Born  in  Lawndale  Township,  Illinois,  on  July  22,  1894; 
received  education  at  Colorado  Agricultural  College,  Fort 
Collins,  Colorado.  She  was  married  on  April  1,  1915 ,  in 
Montrose,  California,  to  Roger  S.  Smith  (born  in  1893  in 
Grand  Junction,  Colorado).  They  now  live  at  6242  Calle 
Redonda,  Scottsdale,  Arizona;  their  two  sons  ares 

1,  James  Wlnton  Smith,  born  11-24-1916  in  Grand  Junction, 
Colorado;  killed  in  action  in  World  War  II  while  serving 
as  a  Lieutenant  in  Air  Corps,  and  is  buried  in  the 
National  Cemetery,  Honolulu,  Hawaii.  One  son; 

a)  Roger  Billion  Smith 

2.  Peyton  Hulme  Smith,  born  4-28-1923  in  Grand  Junction, 
Colorado;  served  as  pilot  in  Army  Air  Corps  for  three 

years  during  World  War  II.  He  married  Jane  Ann  _ 

and  is  now  living  in  California;  one  daughter: 

a)  Susan  Ann  Smith 

0.  Paul  Edwin  Knight 

Born  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  July  3,  1895;  married  to 
Lucy  Drake,  and  now  living  at  600  Florida  Avenue,  St.  Cloud, 
Florida.  Two  children  are: 

1,  David  Leonard  Knight,  born  in  Grand  Junction,  Colorado, 
on  6-24-1923;  married  Christine  Dech  and  now  living  at 
1702  Clinton  Avenue,  South  Plainfield,  New  Jersey. 

Their  three  children  are: 

a)  David  Drake  Knight,  born  4-10-1946 

b)  Roger  Clinton  Knights  born  4-30-1949 

c)  Steven  Paul  Knight,  born  10-20-1956 

2.  Paul  Warren  Knight,  born  6-24-1923;  living  with  parents 
H.  Mark  Hale  Knight 

Born  in  Lexington,  Illinois  on  May  23,  1897;  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Grand  Junction,  Colorado,  in  1905.  Joined 
Navy  in  1917  and  returned  in  1920.  In  September  of  1920 
Make  H.  Knight  married  Mary  Hornbaker  (born  4-5-1900  in 
Hutchinson,  Kansas);  Mary  H.  Knight  studied  at  the  Colorado 
Music  Conservatory.  They  now  live  at  1418  East  Rialto, 
mr'.ocmo,  California,  where  Mr.  Knight  is  a  retired  A.P. 

Bureau  chief  »  One  son: 

1.  Mark  Berwyn  Knight,  born  6-24-1924  in  Dei  ver,  Colorado; 
attended  twelve  different  schools  due  to  his  father's 
work  as  a  newspaper  man;  graduated  from  University  of 
Wisconsin  in  electrical  engineering.  Served  in  the 
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Army  Medical  Corps  in  England  and  in  Austria;  after 
the  war  he  received  an  R.C.A.  scholarship  and  is  now 
employed  at  the  R..C.A.  plant  in  Harrison,  New  Jersey. 

He  married  Olive  Smith  Cassada  in  January  of  1955; 
their  three  children  are: 

a)  Judith  Evelyn  Cassada  Knight,  born  10-25-1953 

b)  Mary  Laura  Knight .  born  4-1 5  1956 

c )  Carl  Foster  Knight,  born  3-16-1960 
I.  Roger  Levin  Knight 

The  ninth  child  of  Wlnton  Cyrus  and  Julia  Ann  Knight 
to  live  to  maturity  ic  Roger  Levin  Knight*  born  in  Lexington, ^ 
Illinois,  on  March  4,  19t>3.  He  received' his  education  a t  the' 
State  University  of  Iowa,  in  engineering,  and  on  May  22,  1929, 
he  married  Betty  Ebeling  in  South  Bend,  Indiana  (Betty  E. 
Knight  was  born  on  September  22,  1905,  in  South  Bend). 

Mr.  fcnight  and  his  wife  now  live  in  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  at  221  Hillside  Avenue,  where  Mr.  Knight  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  Wlnton  Products  Company,  Inc.  (America's  largest 
manufacturer  of  chemical-type  leak' detectors);  he  is  also 
president  of  a  real  estate  company,  vice-president  of  a 
chemical  and  bacteriological  laboratory,  board  chairman 
of  a  machine  company,  and  an  officer  in  a  bank  fixture 
manufacturing  company.  Their  two  daughters  are: 

1.  Marilyn  Alice  Knight  (Henderson),  bom  January  20,  1932; 

married  _  Henderson;  three  children: 

a )  Mark  Henderson 

b)  Robert  Henderson 

c)  Carole  Henderson 

*  *  m  i  a  / 

2.  Carole  Jane  Knight  (Sanborn),  born  July  22,  1936;  mar¬ 
ried  _ _  Sanborn;  one  child: 

a)  Elizabeth  Luclle  Sanborn 


Gertie  Knight  (died  in  infancy)  (born  between  188?  -  1892) 

K.  Lawrence  Ellsworth  Knight  (died  in  infancy)  (born  between 

"  1897  -  1903) 
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III.  WILLIAM  BENSON  KNIGHT 

The  third  child  of  Elizabeth  and  Moses  Knight  was  William 
Benson  Knight,  born  on  February  22,  1855 »  and  died  on  February 
7,  1936.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Jane  Mitchell  on  February  10, 
1878,  and  their  five  children  are: 


A.  Arthur  Leslie  Knight 

Born  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  November  6,  1879,  and  died 
on  September  18,  1951;  he  was  a  printer  and  horticulturist. 

He  married  Susie  Kirby  (born  in  1880),  who  was  a  registered 
nurse.  Arthur  Knight  died  in  Jerseyvllle,  Illinois.  Their 
adopted  son: 

1.  David  Knight,  born  8-8-1919  in  Springfield,  Illinois; 
killed  in  the  South  Pacific  during  World  War  II  on 
February  6,  1943. 

B.  James  Harrison  (nHarryM)  Knight 

Born  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  September  18,  1881,  and 
died  in  December  of  1932.  He  was  a  top  electrician  in  the 
largest  coal  mine  in  the  United  States.  Three  children: 

1.  Paul  Knight 

2.  Virginia  Knight 

3.  Violet  Knight 

C.  Mabel  Knight  (Snow) 

Born  on  November  17,  1883,  in  Colfax,  Illinois;  marled 
Ralmh  snow  (who  was  born  in  Sprlngville,  Arizona. 

Mr.  Ralph  .  Snow  was  a  construction  enginee* .  Present 
address  i0  ^-,1 j  Knoll,  South  Sacramento,  Caliornia.  No 
children. 

D.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Knight  (Kremel) 

Also  born  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  May  31,  1887.  Sarah 
was  married  to  Frank  Kremel  (who  was  born  in  Cleveland, 

Ohio,  on  September  22,  1876,  and  died  on  December  23,  I960). 
Mrs.  Kremel  now  lives  at  5460  Lime  Avenue,  Long  Beach  5, 
California.  Their  three  children  are: 

1.  Robert  Kremel.  born  7-27-1913;  married  Blanche  MoNichoias; 
two  children  are: 

a)  Robert  Kremel.  Jr.,  bom  12-29-1936 


b)  Bonnie  Lou  Kremel.  born  8-2-1942 
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2,  Dougin.:;  Knight  .Kremel.  born  3-1 6-191 8;  married  Gail 
McGowan,  who  died  on  March  9»  1954.  Their  four 
children  are: 

a)  Jeanle  Lura  Kremel  (Jones),  born  in  Carmel,  California; 
married  on  Noverabei*  20,  1959,  to  John  Paul  Jones; 

one  child: 

1 )  Kimberly  Kremel  Jones 

b)  Kathleen  Kremel*  born  In  San  Pablo,  California 

c)  Nancy  Jo  Kremel.  born  in  Santa  Rosa,  California 

d)  Sharn  Lee  Kremel.  born  in  Richmond,  California 

3.  Betty  Lorraine  Kremel  (Jacobsen),  born  in  San  Francisco 
on  5-4-1919.  She  was  married  on  June  10,  1938,  to  Kelvin 
Leroy  Jacobsen,  and  they  have  two  children: 

a)  Charles  F„  Jacobsen,  born  3-27-1939 

b)  James  Frederick  Jacobsen,  born  11-12-1942 

E.  Lucy  Chloe  Knight  (Martin) 

Ghloe  was  born  on  September  12,  1835;  she  was  married  to 
Guy  Martin  on  March  18,  1911;  now  living  in  Long  Beach, 

California.  Two  sons  are: 

1.  William  Matthew  Martin,  born  2-12-1912  in  San  Francisco; 
married  Mary  Lou  Brown  on  4-29-1934;  now  living  at  2840 
Eucalyptus  Avenue,  Long  Beach,  California;  three  children 
are: 

a)  William  Frederick  Martin,  born  4-3-1941;  now  living 
at  Ravaleina  Plantation,  P.  0.  Box  23,  Kokepo  Terri¬ 
tory,  New  Guinea 

b)  Sandra  Diane  Martin  (Johnston),  born  9-15-1937;  mar¬ 
ried  on  1-29-195^  to  Robert  SlAter  Johnston;  now 
living  at  25550  Moody  Road,  Loe  Altos,  California 

c)  Kathleen  Knight  Martin,  born  5-31-1950 

2.  Guy  Raymond  Martin,  born  6-29-1913;  married  on  10-6-193? 

to  Frances  Helen  Schwartz;  now  living  at  1235  Bast  Washington, 
Long  Beach,  California.  Three  chiidi‘en  are: 

a)  Guy  Curtis  Martin,  born  8-31-1939 

b)  Nancy  Helen  Martin,  born  3-27-1943 
0 )  Linda  Mary  Martin,  born  3-11-1948 
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IV.  ALICE  KNIGHT 

No  information  on  Alice  Knight  except  that  she  was  unmarried, 
and  that  she  died  in  1912. 

V.  HATTIE  (HARRIETT)  KNIGHT  (Harris) 

Hattie  Knight  was  born  in  White  Oak  Township,  Illinois «  on 
May  7*  1864;  she  died  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  on  July  4, 

1956,  and  is  buried  in  the  Wiley  Cemetery,  Colfax,  Illinois. 

She  was  a  versatile  teacher,  active  in  community  affairs, 
skilled  in  handicrafts  such  as  original  designs  and  loom 
weaving.  She  received  special  commendation  for  patriotic 
service  during  World  Wars  I  and  II;  she  is  the  author  of  un¬ 
published  verse  and  two  unpublished  books,  willed  to  her  child¬ 
ren  for  future  publication,  "Born  in  Sixty- Four3’’  and  *The  Price 
of  Wheat",  colorful  factual  stories  of  her  times  and  environ¬ 
ment. 

On  November  6,  1884,  she  was  married  in  Colfax,  Illinois, 
to  Frank  J.  Harris  (English  descent).  Mr,  Harris  was  an  ex¬ 
perimental  farmer,  owner-operator  of  threshing  machine  business, 
hardware  implement  dealer;  he  was  active  in  civic  affairs  and 
left  several  unpatented  inventions.  He  died  on  September  8, 

1922,  in  Frederick,  South  Dakota,  and  is  burled  with  his  wife 
in  the  Wiley  Cemetery  in  Colfax,  Illinois. 

Their  three  children  are; 

A.  Roy  Knight  Harris 

Roy  was  born  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  September  10,  1885; 
he  attended  Eureka  College  and  the  University  of  Illinois,  ' 
and  graduated  from  the  Michigan  Law  School  in  1914.  He  was 
later  connected  with  the  Union  Hardware  Company  and  Black- 
Foxe  Military  Institute  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

On  December  15,  1917,  Roy  was  married  to  Virginia  Hart 
in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  Virginia  Harris  w&s  a  graduate  of 
Illinois  State  Normal  University  in  1912;  she  retired  in 
1956  from  the  Hawthorne,  California,  schools  as  specialist 
in  remedial  reading.  Virginia  was  born  on  October  9,  1887, 
in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Roy  and  Virginia  Harris  now  live  at  5H  East  126th 
Street,  Hawthorne,  California;  one  son: 

1.  George  Hart  Harris,  born  in  Frederick,  South  Dakota, 
on  9-14-1918;  educated  in  California  public  schools 
and  colleges,  majoring  in  mechanical  engineering. 

His  present  position  is  with  North  American  Aviation 
Company,  Columbus,  Ohio,  as  a  design  engineer  (since 
1939).  George  was  married  on  March  6,  1943,  in  Los 
Angeles  to  Martha  Jane  Gogin  (born  11-29-1920);  she 
is  a  graduate  of  Compton  Junior  College,  California. 

Their  present  address  is  322  Park  Boulevard,  Worthington, 
Ohio.  Two  children  are: 
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a)  Ihncy  Anne  Karris.  horn  4-75-1944,  Los  Angeled 

b)  Ronald  Stephen  Harris,  born  7-13-1947 

B.  Alts.  T 1  s  ( B1  ack  )  140iS33 

The  first  daughter  of  Hattie  and  Frank  Harris  was  Alta, 
born  in  Kelvin,  Illinois,  on  October  3,  1883.  She  attended 
Lake  Forest  College  in  Illinois,  and  was  graduated  from 
Colorado  College  in  1911;  she  did  graduate  v/ork  at  U.C.L.A. 
and  U.S.C.  Her  teaching  career  has  included  positions  in 
North  Dakota, .  in  a  government  school  in  Sitka,  Alaska,  and 
in  Lob  Angeles,  from  which  she  retired  in  1955*  She  was  & 
member  of  Pi  Lambda  Theta  (honor  fraternity). 

Alts.  Karris  was  married  on  October  33,  1917,  at  Fort 
Riley,  Kansas,  to  Captain  Harry  Lee  Black.  Captain  Black 
tr&a  born  on  March  1,  1389,  in  Kansas;  he  was  a  college 
athlete  and  was  decorated  for  his  service  in  World  War  I. 

Ke  served  on  an  administrative  staff  in  World  War  II,  and 
was  co-founder  of  the  Slack-Foxe  Military  Institute  in  Loe 
Angeles.  At  the  time  of  his  death  on  February  1,  1951,  he 
was  serving  on  the  Regional  Council "s  Staff,  Bureau  of 
Reclamation,  Sacramento,  California;  he  is  buried  in  the 
Chapel  of  the  Pines,  Los  Angeles.  No  children. 

C.  Edith  Anne  Karris 

Edith  was  born  on  October  7,  1890,  in  GolfaJi,  Illinois. 
3he  is  a  graduate  of  the  C.  R.  Skinner  School  of  Music  in 
Bloomington,  Illinois;  was  a  student  in  the  School  of 
Music,  Colorado  College;  received  her  A.B.  degree  in  1931 
from  the  University  of  California,  Los  Angeles,  and  her  K.A. 
degree  in  1932  from  the  University  of  Southern  California. 

Her  teaching  career  has  been  in  the  Loo  Angeles  Adult 
Education  Department  in  social  science,  from  which  she  re¬ 
tired  in  1956* 

Present  addresses:  Miss  Edith  Anne  Karris 

4615  Arlington  Avenue 
Los  Angeles  (43)  California 

Mrs.  Harry  Lee  Black 
335  North  Kenwood  Street 
Burbank,  California 
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VI.  OFIRIN  K.  KNIGHT 

Grrin  was  born  on  October  6,  1866,  and  died  on  February  l6, 
1941;  he  Is  burled  in  Wiley  Cemetery,  Colfax,  Illinois.^  He  mar¬ 
ried  Eva  L.  Miller  (who  was  born  on  August  lo,  1864,  and  died  on 
November  26,  1950).  Mr.  Knight  v<as  &  breeder  of  shorthorn  cattle 
and  was  active  in  Farm  Bureau  work;  he  served  on  the  local  School 
Board  and  was  interested  in  politics,  Republican  Party.  Their 
two  children  are: 

A*  Bryce  Miller  Knight 

Born  on  th©  Knight  homestead  near  Colfax,  Illinois,  on 
April  11,  1894;  graudated  from  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
and  served  in  the  26lst  Squadron  in  England  during  World 
War  I.  On  February  20,  1919,  he  was  married  to  Mildred 
Hot&ling  (born  2-26-1897)  in  F&irbury,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Knight  has  been  connected  with  the  Purina  Mills 
Company  of  3t.  Louie,  Missouri©,  for  28  years,  and  has  re« 
ceived  their  highest  honor;  he  has  owned  his  own  plane, 
for  business  as  well  as  pleasure;  he  is  a  member  of  the 
First  Christian  Church  of  Quincy,  Illinois,  and  has  served 
as  a  Deacon.  Their  present  address  is  2200  Spring  Street, 
Quincy,  Illinois.  Three  children  are: 

1.  Do r o th y  Knight.  (Wheeler),  born  on  the  Knight  homestead 
on  March  25,  1920;  graduate  of  William  Wilds  Girls B 
School,  Fulton,  Miesouri;'  received  her  pilot's  license 
in  1941  at  Boeing  Field  in  Seattle,  Washington.  She 
is  married  to  Donald  Juiie.n  Wheeler  and  their  present 
address  is  105  Hart  Avenue,  Webster  Grove,  Missouri. 

Three  children  are: 

a)  Donald  Wheeler.  Jr.,  born  3-26-1943,  3eattle,  Wash. 

b)  David  Knight  Wheeler,  born  12-1-1945,  Seattle 

c)  Douglas  Lee  Wheeler,  born  8-12-1949,  Webster  Grove,  Mo. 

2.  Bryce  Killer  Knight.  Jr.,  born  on  September  2?,  1921, 
on  the  Knight  homestead;  attended  the  University  of 
Chicago  and  San  Marcos  University  in  Lima,  Peru,  South 
America.  He  managed  both  theTula2*a  Airport,  in  Peru, 
and  the  Santa  Cruz.  Airport  in  Bolivia.  He  married 
Rene©  Figueroa  of  Tulara,  Peru,  and  the  are  now  living 
at  10?1  Mountain  Drive,  Wonted  to,  Santa  Barbara,  Calif., 
where  Bryce  is  employed  by  the  State  of  California  in 
the  Public  Transportation  Department.  Their  two  child¬ 
ren  are: 

a)  Cynthia  Renee  Knight,  born  in  1950 

b )  Patricia  Diane  Knight,  born  in  1954 

WORLD  WAR  II  RECORD:  Served  five  years  with  the  Second 
Marine  Division  on  Tarawa,  Saipan,  Okinawa;  was  with  the 
Division  when  It  marched  into  Nagasaki  after  the  bombing; 
was  stationed  at  Pearl  Harbor  on  December  7,  1941. 
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3.  Harold  Hotallng  Knight ,  born  8-30-1928  in  Pittsfield, 
Illinois;  attended  Drake  University,  Dea  Moines,  Iowa, 
and  Quincjr  College;  graduated  from  Stanford  University 
in  Palo  Alto,  California,  in  engineering.  Harold  H. 
Knight  received  his  Navy  wings  in  March  of  1950  and 
saw  service  in  the  Korean  War,  flying  missions  off  the 
U.S.S.  Princeton  as  a  fighter  pilot  with  Air  Group  19 # 

he  was  commissioned  Lieutenant.  Married  June  _ _ _ 

on  10-6-1951  and  is  now  employed  by  United  Air  Lines 
flying  from  Los  Angeles  to  Seattle. 

B.  Sybil  Knight  (Tarr) 

Born  on  March  22,  1896,  on  the  Knight  homestead;  she 
died  on  November  10,  1926,  and  is  burled  in  the  Wiley  Cem¬ 
etery.  She  was  married  to  Mi'.  Tarr  but  was  later  divorced. 
Sybill  K.  Tarr  served  as  private  secretary  to  the  matron 
of  the  Women's  State  Prison  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


VII.  JAY  WORCESTER  KNIGHT 

"Uncle  Jay”  was  born  on  June  24,  1869,  in  McLean  County, 
Illinois;  he  was  educated  at  Eureka  College;  served  as  a  Christian 
minister  at  Champaign  and  Carlonville,  and  was  active  in  reviving 
the  University  Place  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ).  He 
was  married  to  Beulah  Currey  (who  was  born  on  January  10,  1874, 
in  Schuyler  County,  Illinois,  and  died  on  September  19*  1953). 

Jay  W.  Knight  died  in  May  of  1903  and  is  burled  in  Messerer  Cem¬ 
etery,  Frederick,  Illinois,  with  his  wife.  Their  three  children 
(all  living)  are; 

A.  Jay  Fred  Knight 

J.  Fred  Knight  was  born  on  October  25,  1399,  in  Carlonville, 
Illinois,  and  was  educated  in  Champaign  and  at  the  University 
of  Illinois;  he  is  presently  employed  as  Purchasing  Agent 
for  the  Chicago  Colleges  and  Divisions  of  the  University. 

He  was  married  on  December  23,  1933,  to  Selma  Randgaard  (who 
was  born  on  September  12,  1902,  in  Gary,  South  Dakota).  No 
children. 

B.  Frank  Curry  Knight 

The  second  son  was  born  on  September  10,  1901?  in 
Champaign,  Illinois;  he  was  married  on  June  7,  19^1,  to 
Pearl  Greitz  of  Chicago.  Their  present  address  is  Wheatfield, 
Indiana,  where  they  operate  and  large  and  successful  blue¬ 
berry  farm.  One  daughter  by  Frank" s  former  marriage; 

1.  Jean  Knight  (Hansen),  married  to  Willis  Hansen;  they  live 
at  Victoria,  Illinois;  three  children  are: 

a)  Willis  Hansen 

b)  Robert  Hansen 

c )  Shelly  Hansen 
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(Additional  information  on  family  of  FRANK  CURRY  KNIGHT) 


B.  Frank  Curry  Knight 

Born  on  September  10,  1902,  in  Champaign,  Illinois; 
first  married  to  Marguerite  Hood  (born  November  16,  190?) 
on  November  16,  1923;  divorced  in  September  of  1933.  One 
daughter: 

1*  Jean  Louise  Knight  (Hanson),  born  11-19-1924  in 

Frederick,  Illinois;  married  on  10-10-1948  to  Willis 
Wendell  Hanson  (born  in  1920  in  Victoria,  Illinois); 
three  children: 


a) 

William  Dennis  Hanson. 

born  3-29-1950  in  Victoria 

Illinois 

b) 

Charles  Wendell  Hanson 

,  born  3-6-1952,  Victoria, 

Illihois 

c) 

Michelle  Jean  Hanson. 

born  11-26-1954,  Victoria, 

Illinois 

Frank  Gurry  Knight  married  secondly  Pearl  Dorothy  Greltz 
(born  December  25,  1908)  on  June  8,  1940,  in  Chicago, 
Illinois.  They  are  now  living  in  northwestern  Indiana, 
20  miles  south  of  Valparaiso,  where  they  operate  the 
"Knight  Blueberry  Farm", 
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C.  Paul  Knight 

The  youngest  son  vas  born  a  few  months  after-  hie  fathers 
death,  on  September  21,  1903,  at  Frederick,  Illinois.  He  was 
educated  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  received  his  M.A. 
degree  from  the  University  of  Maryland  in  1928.  He  is  present¬ 
ly  employed  as  Program  Analyist,  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.G. 

Paul  Knight  was  married  to  Frances  Schott  in  1930;  she 
came  from  College  Park,  Maryland,  and  has  been  a  teacher  for 
many  years,  with  an  M.A.  and  a  Ph. D.  degree  in  education. 

No  children.  Their  present  address  is  717  South  Royal  Street, 
Alexandria,  Virginia. 


VIII.  LOIS  KNIGHT  (Ceilings) 

Lois  Knight  was  born  on  August  21,  1871;  she  died  in  1934 
and  is  buried  in  Antioch  Cemetery,  Colfax,  Illinois.  She  was 
married  in  1899  to  Harvey  Ceilings;  their  six  children  are; 

A.  Howard  Colli ngg 

Born  on  February  18,  1900;  married  in  Guatemala  to 

Flora  _ .  Their  present  address  is  Caila  Y  33 

Avenue,  Colon! a,  Gu&tam&Ia;  three  children  are; 

1.  Selestla  Delorls  Ceilings,  born  12-27-1944 

2.  Martin  Howard  Callings,  born  in  November  of  1946 

3.  Flora  Helen  Callings,  born  2-4-194-9 

B.  Lottie  Pollings  (Romaic) 

Lottie  was  born  in  Colfax,  Illinois;  she  was  married  to 
Mr.  Roaak  but  is  now  divorced.  Present.  Address;  Mrs.  Pat 
Romak,  921  Winscr  Avenue,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

C.  Emily  Pollings  (Booker) 

Born  in  Col?**,  Illinois;  last-known  address  is  Mrs. 
Bmiiy  Booker,  Box  108,  Bay,  Arizona  (Mrs.  Howard  Booker). 

,  D«  B&l  Ceilings 

Born  in  Colfax,  Illinois;  thought  to  be  living  In  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  United  3tates. 

E.  Elmer  Pollings 


Born  in  Colfax,  Illinois. 
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F.  Mary  Louise  Colli ngs  (Burge) 

Born  on  January  15,  1912;  died  on  July  28,  1961,  and  is 
buried  in  Antioch  Cemetery,  Colfax,  Illinois.  Married  Otis 
Burge  (who  was  born  on  October  1,  1907),  whose  present  ad¬ 
dress  is  1110  South  Kinshaw  Street,  Bloomington,  Illinois. 
Their  seven  children  are: 

1.  Constance  Jean  Burge  (Maeon).  born  3-25-1938  in  Cropsey, 
Illinois;  married  on  July  5,  1956,  to  James  Richard 
Mason  of  Waterloo,  Iowa.  "Connie "  is  now  divorced  and 
is  living  at  1301&  Knapp,  Pekin,  Illinois;  one  child: 

a)  Theresa  Rose  Mason,  born  8-6-1957 

2.  Betty  Lea  Burge,  born  7-8-1946  in  Joliet,  Illinois;  she 
died  in  April  of  1949  in  McLean,  Illinois,  and  is  burled 
in  Heyworth  Cemetery. 

3.  Emma  Lois  Burge,  born  7-27-1947;  now  living  at  Lucy  Orme 
Margon  Home,  403  S.  State  Street,  Bloomington,  Illinois. 

4.  Ben  Lee  Burge,  born  7-4-1948;  died  8-1-1952  and  is 
buried  in  Heyworth  Cemetery  . 

5.  Thomas  Ray  Burge,  bom  10-18-1949,  Bloomington,  Illinois; 
now  living  at  1114  North  Main  Street,  Pontiac,  Illinois. 

6.  Patricia  Lou  Burge,  born  3-17-1951  in  Fairbury,  Illinois; 
now  living  at  1114  North  Main  Street,  Pontiac,  Illinois. 

7.  Michele  Joanne  Burge,  born  4-8-1952,  Bloomington,  Illinois; 
now  living  on  Faner  Street,  Bloomington,  Illinois. 


IX.  HALE  KNIGHT  (died  in  infancy) 


X.  MARY  KNIGHT  (died  in  infancy) 
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(The  following  story  is  copied  from  the  May  22nd,  1962,  issue  of  MThe 
Fresno  Bee",  under  the  heading,  "Nine  Knight9 s  Yosemite  Park  Rally  is 
First  in  55  Year",  with  a  4"  x  5"  picture  of  the  nine  Knight  brothers 
and  sisters) 

YOSEMITE  NATIONAL  PARK  —  When  Julia  Hyneman  and  Winton  C.  Knight 
were  married  and  started  their  life  together  on  a  small  farm  near 
Colfax,  Illinois,  they  could  not  envision  that  born  of  them  during 
the  next  18  years  would  be  nine  children,  all  of  whom  would  be  a- 
*  live  and  together  in  this  spectacular  park  setting  77  years  later. 

But  that  is  what  happened  when  Mark  Knight  retired  this  month 
as  Associated  Press  bureau  chief  in  Fresno,  and  he  and  his  wife, 
Mary,  engineered  the  reunion  of  nine  brothers  and  sisters  and 
their  eight  surviving  spouses.  It  was  the  first  time  they  had 
all  been  together  since  their  parents  left  the  Illinois  farm  55 
years  ago  for  western  Colorado. 

Varied  Activities 


The  six  boys  and  three  girls  include  college  professors, 
economists,  philosophers,  authors,  a  business  tycoon,  and  a 
Journalist. 

The  three-day  reunion  in  the  beautiful  Ahwahnee  Hotel  re¬ 
quired  some  engineering  and  planning  and  the  rerouting  of  trips 
on  which  some  of  the  family  had  embarked.  But  the  family  gathered 
on  schedule,  coming  from  seven  of  the  50  United  States,  and  from 
Singapore. 

Th^  found  the  Yosemite  Valley  at  its  best,  with  a  soore  of 
falls,  fed  from  the  snow  of  the  high  Sierra,  shaking  the  valley 
as  they  plunged  down  the  last  2,000  feet  from  granite  cliffs  to 
form  the  Meroed  River. 


Saw  FI refall 


They  Joined  the  hushed  assemblage  for  the  9s 00  P.M.  firefall 
as  a  ranger  from  nearby  Camp  Curry  shouted,  "Let  the  fire  fall.9" 
and  from  Glacier  Point,  3 >250  feet  above  the  valley  floor,  came 
a  cascade  of  glowing  embers,  sometimes  converted  into  a  fiery 
snake  by  a  gentle  breeze,  commemorating  an  Indian  tradition. 

They  toured  the  giant  sequoia  stands,  largest  of  all  growing 
things,  had  a  box  lunch  at  Glacier  Point,  and  held  a  "happy  hour" 
in  the  hotel  lounge  before  each  evening9  a  family  dinner. 


Listed  In  Order 


The  guest  list,  in  order  of  the  birthdate  of  the  members  of 
the  family  included; 

Frank  Hyneman  Knight,  author  and  professor  of  economics  at 
the  University  of  Chicago,  and  wife  Ethel  Verry,  in  charge  of  the 
widely  known  Chicago  Orphanage. 

Dr.  Melvin  Moses  Knight,  author  and  ^retired  professor  of 
economics  at  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  and  wife 
Eleanor.  He  is  the  author  of  Taboo  and  Genetics  ,  Economio 
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History  of  Europe  to  the  Middle  Agee,  Economic  History  of  Europe 
in  Modern  Times,  Morocco  as  a  French  Economic  Venture. 

Manages  Properties 

Mrs.  Bessie  Knight  Stewart,  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  who 
manages  the  business  properties  of  her  late  husband  in  association 
with  her  son-in-law . 

Mrs.  Eva  Knight  Allen  of  Provo,  Utah,  accompanied  by  her  hus¬ 
band  who  retired  from  the  automotive  industry  in  I960. 

Bruce  Winton  Knight,  author  and  professor  of  economics  at 
Dartmouth  College  'until  retirement  two  years  ago*  and  his  wife, 
Myrtle,  from  Hanover,  New  Hampshire.  They  left  Singapore,  where 
they  have  been  visiting  a  married  daughter,  to  attend  the  reunion. 
He  1 s  the  author  of  How  To  Run  A  War  and  Economic  Principles  in 
Practice. 

Mrs.  Josephine  Knight  Smith  anu  her  husband,  Roger,  a  retired 
cattleman,  from  Scottsdale,  Arizona. 

Stayed  with  Soil 

Paul  Edwin  Knight  and  his  wife,  Lucy,  en  route  to  Florida 
after  retiring  as  garden  and  farm  manager  of  a  large  New  Jersey 
estate,  the  only  Knight  who  stayed  with  the  soil. 

Roger  Knight,  an  inventor  and  president  of  Winton  Products 
Company,  Inc.,  America8 s  largest  manufacturer  of  chemical  type 
dealt  detectors  for  telephone  cables,  end  his  wife,  Betty,  who 
came  from  their  home  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina. 

Mark  Knight,  the  next  to  youngest,  and  his  wife  left  3 an 
Francisco  in  1956  for  Fresno.  He  has  spent  21  of  his  51  years 
of  newspaperlng  with  the  Associated  Press, 

1  Ideal  Site 

They  became  enamoured  of  the  quiet  spend lor  of  the  Yo Semite 
National  Park,  and  decided  it  would  be  Just  the  place  for  the 
family  reunion.  He  admitted  good  naturedly  that  he  probably  had 
the  shortest  bankroll  of  the  group,  but  he  was  pi  Citing  up  the 
check.  The  he  did  by  exchanging  his  services  for  a  few  months 
next  spring  to  the  Yo Semite  Park  and  Curry  Company  for  the  unusual 
three-day  reunion. 
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The  second  daughter  born  to  James,  Sr. ,  and  Polly  Ann  Hinshaw 
Benson  was  Nancy,  or  “Aunt  Nan" ,  11-10-33.  She  married  Henry 
Gilstrap.  Nancy  Benson  Gils trap  aiea  in  1908  and  is  burled  in 
Chandler,  Oklahoma.  Their  four  children  are:  (death  date  9-5-1908). 

I.  HARRY  BENSON  GILSTRAP 

Born  in  Bloomington,  Illinois,  on  March  1,  Lg70»  Harry  Benson 
Gilstrap  was  married  to  Harriet  Patrick  (born  February  1,  l8?0) 
of  Stillman  Valley,  Illinois,  on  April  9,  1899.  Harry  died  on 
November  29,  1935»  and  is  buried  in  Chandler,  Oklahoma;  his  wife, 
now  92  years  old,  is  living  in  Oklahoma  City.  Their  four  children 
are: 

A.  Lee  Frazier  Gilstrap,  born  7-8-1900;  married  on  12-21-1933  to 
Doris  Hays.  Present  address  is  423  North  Seminole,  Claremore, 
Oklahoma,  where  Lee  is  on  the  faculty  at  Oklahoma  State  Univer¬ 
sity.  Their  three  children  are: 

1.  Mary  Lee  Gil strap  (Spinks),  born  3-19-1936;  married  to 
Jack  Spinks;  now  living  in  Houston,  Texas;  one  son. 

2.  William  Hays  Gilstrap.  born  2-1-1940;  now  attending 
Oklahoma  State  University 

3.  Julia  Ann  Gilstrap.  born  7-4-41;  died  10-24-1955 

B.  Mary  Gilstrap.  born  12-22-1901;  died  11-17-1902 

C.  Harry  Benson  Gilstrap.  Jr.,  born  11-2-1903;  married  on  12-26-1936 
to  Geneva  Gullickson;  now  living  at  1010  Florida  Street, 

Amarillo,  Texas.  One  son: 

1.  Harry  Benson  Gilstrap,  III.,  born  in  Oklahoma  City  on 
12 - 25^94l;“no w  a 1 1 endi ng  West  Texas  State  College. 

D.  Samuel  Patrick  Gilstrap.  born  5-1-1907;  married  on  5-5-1937 
to  Mary  Ethel  Beaulac.  Honourable  Samuel  Patrick  Gilstrap 
is  the  American  Consul  General  in  Singapore,  due  to  retire 
this  year.  Their  present  address  is:  30  Hill  Street, 

Singapore.  One  son: 

1.  Samuel  Patrick  ("Pat")  Gilstrap.  Jr.,  born  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  on  11-6-1941. 


II.  EFFIE  GILSTRAP  (Frazier  -  Melton) 

Effie  Gilstrap  Frazler-Melton  died  in  1913  4and  is  burled  in 
Chandler,  Oklahoma,  She  married7  first  Newton  Frazier;  secondly, 
David  Melton.  No  children. 

III.  HORACE  GILSTRAP  (died  at  age  five) 

IV.  daughter  Janie  G.  vdled  in  infanoy) 
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CYRUS  HI N SHAW  BENSON 


Cyrus  Hinshaw  Benson  was  born  on  September  16,  1835 »  In  White  Oak 
Groveg  McLean  County,  Illinois;  he  died  on  June  20.  1 920,  in  Chicago, 

He  married  first  Lucy  Amanda  Rowell  on  June  8,  1864;  she  died  on  May 
13,  186?.  Their  two  children  were! 

I.  EDWARD  MILLS  BENSON 

Edward  was  boi'n  on  May  25  ,  L9^5l  he  graduated  from  Iowa  3tate 
College  In  engineering.  He  died  at  Ames,  Iowa,  on  October  8,  1894. 

II.  LUCY  AMANDA  BENSON 

Lucy  was  born  on  May  10,  186?,  Just  three  days  before  her 
mother®  s  death.  She  was  a  graduate  of  Valparaiso  University  in 
Indiana,  and  was  &  teacher  and  assistant  principal  in  the  Chicago 
schools.  She  died  on  July  11,  1941,  and  is  burled  in  the  Benson 
Cemetery  near  Carlook,  Illinois. 


Cyrus  Hinshaw  Benson  married  secondly  Mary  Elizabeth  Denman  on 
March  25,  l8?l.  Mary  E.  Benson  was  born  in  White  Oak  Grove,  Illinois, 
on  July  22,  1845,  and  died  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  November  22,  1936 . 
Their  six  children  are; 

I.  ARTHUR  DENMAN  BENSON 

The  first  son  of  Cyrus  Benson" a  second  marriage  was  Arthur 
Denman  Benson,  born  on  February  16,  1872;  he  died  on  August  28, 
1931.  He  married  Nellie  Harpole  (who  was  born  3-12-l8?o  and 
died  11-20-1958)  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  March  27,  1895.  Their 
three  children  are  s 

A.  Edna  Benson  (Eckles).  born  8-14-1899;  married  Donald  N, 
^•Eckles  (now  deceased)  in  April  of  1925.  Mrs.  Eckles  is 
now  living  in  Dexter,  Iowa.  Their  two  children  are; 

1.  Dean  Benson  Eckles,  born  8-23-1928;  married  Evelyn 
Shade  on  11-20-1949;  now  living  in  Dea  Moines,  Iowa, 
at  3916  -  48th  Place.  Their  two  children  are; 

a)  Dennis  Dean  Eckles,  born  1-27-1951 

b)  Patricia  Joan  Eckles,  born  6-1-1954 

2,  Wayne  Allen  Eckles.  born  6-2-1934;  married  Myrna  Loy 
Wheatley  onn  5-2-1954;  now  living  In  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
at  415  -  38th  Street  NE.  Their  four  children  are; 


a) 

Donald  Wayne  Ecklea, 

born  4-26-55 

b) 

David  Leroy  Eckles, 

born  11-12-56 

c  ) 

Dixie  Diane  Eckles, 

born  3-26-1959 

a) 

Douglas  Allen  Eckles 

,  born  2-23-61 
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3.  Arthur  Henman  Benson,  Jr. .  born  11-5-1901;  married  on  10-23-25 
to  Elsie  Barr;  one  child s 

1.  Arthur  Denman  Benson,  III.  born  7-30-1937;  died  10-21=1940. 

C.  James  Cyrus  ("Jack")  Benson,  born  11-12-1906;  married  Frances 
Hickey  on  12-10-192 o’;  one  'son : 

1.  Hoy  Victor  Benson «,  born  7-26-1929;  married  to  Joanne  Julia 
Wilkinson  on  5-20-1950;  children: 

a)  Irma  lee  Benson,  born  3-16-51 

b)  Beverly  Ann  Benaon,  born  1-22-53 


II.  KAY  BENSON 

May  Benaon  was  born  on  October  13,  1873;  she  was  a  graduate 
of  Chicago  Normal  College,  and  for  years  she  taught  domestic 
science  and  had  charge  of  cafeteria  service  in  the  Chicago  public 
schools.  She  died  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  on  June  1,  1957* 


III.  JAMES  RUSSELL  BENSON 

Born  on  August  31,  1375 s  and  died  on  May  5,  1957,  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri o  He  was  married  on  August  8,  1902,  to  Bessie  May  Herod 
(born  1-30-1379;  died  5-11-1953  in  St.  Louis},  who  received  a  B.A. 
degree  from  the  University  of  Illinois  and  an  M.A.  degree  from 
Columbia  University.  Their  five  children  are: 

A.  Edward  George  Benson .  born  6-19-1905  and  died  2-14-1949.  He 
was  married  on  7-15-1933  to  Barbara  Miller,  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Alex  liiller,  lowa^s  first  woman  Secretary  of  State.  Their 
three  children  are:  (lire.  Barbara  Benson  now  lives  at 
Bedin* a  Brook  Hoad,  Ski liman,  New  Jersey). 

1.  Barbara  Miller  Benson  (Crowther).  born  8-21-1937;  married 
on  3l”6~1960  to  Francis  Bailey  Crowther  III;  one  child: 

a)  Barbara  Miller  Crow  tiler,  born  3=25-1962 

2.  Edward  George  Benson.  Jr.,  born  4-23-1941 

3.  Mary  Ophelia  Benson,  born  4-12-1948 

3.  Ha ry  El i z a be t h  Be  neon  ( Ac  huff),  born  12-3-1909;  married  on 
7-2-1936  to  Charles  Edward  Achuff  (born  7-18=1910}.  Their 
present  address  is  21973  Cromwell  Avenue,  Fairview  Park  26, 
Ohio.  Two  adopted  children  are: 

1.  Charles  Edward  Achuff.  Jr,,  born  5-25-1946 


2.  Peter  Benson  Achuff.  born  2-23-1949 
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C.  Julies  Ralph  Bang  on.  born  11-14-1911;  married  on  6-12-43  to 
Vera  Eli  zabe  th  PJane J1  )• '  Gro  the  ( bo  rn  7-7-1910 ) .  They  are 
now  living  at  6l4l  Magnolia  Avenue,  St.  Louis  39 »  Missouri. 
Their  tv.^o  children  are: 

1.  Carol  Sue  Benson,  torn  5-28=1949 

2.  Linda  Benson,  born  5-23-1955 

WORLD  WAR  XI  RECORD  of  Ja;nes  Ralph  Benson:  Served  in  the 
United  States  Array  as  a  Warrant  Officer;  spent  several 
months  in  a  Nasi  prison. 

D.  Eleanor  Louise  Be n s o n  ( Ky rl  c k ) .  born  6-23-1913;  married  on 
12-25-1937  to  Morgan  '*Mik^~Eugene  Myrlck  (box*n  12-6-1905). 
Now  living  at  3012  Parkway  Road,  La  Mesa,  California. 

No  children. 

E.  Paul  Roy  Benson,  born  1-14=1918  in^St.  Louis,  Missouri;  mar¬ 
ried  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  on  6-9-1944  to  Rachel  Anne 
Walker  (born  7-9-1920  in  Sari ham,  Iowa).  Both  are  graduates 
of  Iowa  State  University,  Ames,  Iowa.  Their  present  address 
is  22  Westerly  Hoad,  Princeton,  New  Jersey.  Four  children, 
all  born  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  are: 

1.  John  Reid  Benson,  born  12-19-1945 

2.  Stephen  Edward  Ben son n  born  6-14-1949 

3.  Andrew  Williams  Benson,  born  3-16-1951 

4.  Nicholas  Herod  Benson,  born  10-26-1953 

WORLD  WAR  XX  RECORD  of  Paul  Roy  Benson:  Served  as  Junior 
officer  on  a  PT  boat;  received  the  Bronse  Star. 


XV.  ROY  BENSON 

Born  on  March  2,  I87S;  died  unmarried  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
on  May  5»  1949.  Completed  three  years*  college  woi'k  at  Wesleyan 
/  College,  Bloomington,  Illinois;  worked  in  the  Purchasing  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  C.  St  W.  I.  -  Beit  Railroad  Company  in  Chicago. 


V.  LLOYD  BENSON 

Born  on  June  4,  i860,  and  died  the  next  year  on  February  8, 

1881. 
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H2L2H  DOROTHY  3EN3QH  (Walker) 


Helen  Benson  (#:lDctw}  was  born  on  March  31  >  1886,  and  was  a 


she 


teacher  In  the  Chicago  public  schools.  On  April  14,  1922, 
vfafl  married  to  Burt  Selcen  Walter  (born  4=10-1883;  died  11-6-1944), 
Mrs,  Walker  now  lives  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  at  5^0?  Fa3t  Texas  Street, 
Her  two  children  are: 


A. 


Mary  Elizabeth  Walker  ( Strei tmo tter ) ,  born  10=1-1923 ;  married 
o a  ‘Ivtrei  tlno  t  ter  (born  >22=1922). 
Their  address  is  3224  West  234th  Street,  Olympia  Fields, 
Illinois;  one  child: 


1,  J ani ce  I. y n n  St rei.  trno iter,  born  2-2-52 

B.  Marjorie  Darlene  Welker  (Christensen),  born  11-25-1925  (adopted). 
She  was  married  on_2-l~I946  to  Harry  Christensen,  and  they  now 
live  in  Dillon,  Montana,  P.  0.  Box  I4j.  Their  three  adopted 
children  are: 


1. 

2. 

3. 


Harry  George  Christensen,  born  10-31=50 
Ernest  James  Christensen,  born  6-1-52 
Emby  Christensen,  born  11-15=44 
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5.  JESSE  MUSICK  BENSON 


Jesse  Musick  Benson  ('"Uncle  Jess"1)  was  "born  on  November  12,  i839» 
and  died  In  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  on  December  19*  1908.  He  was  car¬ 
ried  on  September  22, 
in 


.864,  to 


Elisabeth  Warrick  Conger  (bom  11-23-1840 
Congerville,  Illinois;  died  4-7-1220),  daughter  of  Benjamin  Conger, 
and  Elizabeth  Benson  and  her  father  are  buried  in  Prairie  View 
Community  Cemetery,  Coffey  County,  Kansas.  A  G.A.R.  marker  identifies 
Jesse  Benson's  grave  with  the  words,  “done  but  not  forgotten.” 


Jesse 


Jesse  and  Elizabeth  Benson  had  five  children,  and  from  the 
daughter  of  their  third  son,  Frank,  comes  the  following  interesting 
history  of  the  Benson  men  in  early  years  (from  notes  of  Mrs.  Allie 
Strozzi,  Laura  Elizabeth  Benson  Strczzi). 

"The  Bensons  were  always  on  the  move;  soznetir.es  they  seemed 
to  be  traveling  for  'health  spots'  as  they  called  the  places. 
They  settled  on  farms  near  Colfax  and  Mahomet,  Illinois;  then 
the  journey  to  Kansas  and  the  return  to  Illinois,  and  the  last 
trip  to  Indian  Territory  and.  Kansas  towns.  During  the  long 
trip  of  the  Congers  and  Bensons  to  Kansas  in  the  raid  1380'e, 
the  baby  of  the  family,  Dick  (barely  walking },  passed  away  and 
was  buried  in  a  cemetery  in  Carthage,  Missouri.  My  father, 
Frank  Benson,  tried  at  one  time  to  locate  this  grave. 


The  family  lived  in  two  counties  in  Kansas,  Greenwood  and 
Coffey,  and  some  of  the  children  attended  Kansas  Agricultural 
College  in  Manhattan. 

While  the  Bensons  built,  ran,  and  sold  grain  elevators  in 
Illinois  in  the  town  of  Mahomet  during  1898-1900,  three  of 
the  children  became  engaged  —  Nan  Lucile  to  Dr.  Gardner, 

John  Francis  to  Jessie  Peddicord,  and  Frank  0.  to  Sylva 
Wave  Morehouse.  While  in  high  school  football  games  Frank 
was  nicknamed  "Oley"1,  so  he  took  the  ”0"  for  his  middle 
initial. 


In  the  elevator  business  the  men  lived  out  in  tents  during 
the  week  and  cane  to  town  on  week-ends.  The  work  was  divided, 
with  John  Francis  as  the  office  man,  Bruce  handling  the 
machinery,  and  Frank  serving  as  a  carpenter. 


When  all  of  the  Bensons  left  for  Indian  Territory,  Frank  0. 
had  a  railroad  ticket  for  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  but  got  off  at 
Ciaremore.  His  next  business  venture  was  in  real  estate  in 
Claremore  and  in  Colorado.  John  Francis  Benson  Was  a  success¬ 
ful  hotel  man  from  1904  to  1935*  buying  and  selling  hotels  in 
Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  Bruce  Benson  and  family  moved  back  to 
Coffey  County ,  Kansas,  among  the  Ghobe  (Mrs.  Benson's)  rela¬ 
tives,  and  farmed  there  until  the  19^0" s  when  Bruce  left  for 
Bellingham,  Washington.  He  became  interested  In  the  real 
estate  business  in  his  late-  seventies! 

Frank,  Sylva,  and  baby  Jesse  Benson  moved  to  lola,  Kansas, 
where  Frank  worked  with  the  Kansas  City  Plumbing  Company  as 
bookkeeper;  he  took  correspondence  courses  and  was  asked  to 
join  the  lola  State  Bank  force. 


' 

i  G 

.ui  is  $nc  u£.  tis  it  ^  itna'xl 


. 


The  Benson  c;en  were  considered  handsome,  with  black  curly 
hair,  and  their  sister  Nan  Lucile  was  a  beautiful  girl. 
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In  my  home  in  Magdalena,  New  Mexico,  are  several  priceless 
pictures  and  items  of  interest  to  Benson  descendants,  such 
as  a  photograph  of  Company  Gf  l?th  Infantry  Battalion,  with 
Jesse  Musick  Benson  and  Cyrus  Kin shaft  Benson  marked;  a 
framed  d&guerreo tpye  picture  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  Benson 
in  their  bridal  finery;  portrait  type  pictures  of  John, 
3ruce ,  and  Trank  in  their  teens;  a  hand-made  table  and  desk 
taken  from  &  grain  elevator  office  in  Rising,  Illinois,  in 
IB98;  a  st&r  burst  pin,  opal  and  pearls,  given  to  N&n 
Lucile  Benson  on  Christmas  of  1898  by  Dr.  Gardner;  a  family 
group  picture  of  Jesse  sna  Elisabeth  Benson,  their  three 
sons  and  their  wives  and  Bruce's  daughter  Ferroi,  taken  in 
1903  in  Claremore,  Indian  Territory,  Kansas. * 


The  five  children  and  descendants  of  Jesse  Musick  and  Elizabeth 
Benson  are: 

I.  NAN  LUCILE  BENSON 

Their  only  daughter  was  born  on  November  12,  1865;  ehe  at¬ 
tended  Kansas  Agricultural  School  in  Manhattan,  Kansas.  In 
the  year  1900  she  became  engaged  to  Dr.  Gradner,  but  she  died 
on  April  4,  1900. 


II.  JOHN  FRANCIS  BENSON 


on 


The  first  son  w  as  born  in  Colfax, 

1368;  he  died  on  October  4,  193* . 

married  Jessie  Peddiec rd  in  1901  in  Champaign,  Illinois,  but 


Illinois , 
K: 


in  Wichita,  Kansas 


March  13, 

He  first 


was 


divorcee  in 


otS  - 


no  children  of  that  marriage. 


John  F.  Benson  married  secondly  7/renna  Peck  Wyckoff  (born 
9“l«lo92 )  on  February  23,  1$£3,  in  Which! ta,  Kansas;  no  child- 
ren  boi-n  of  that  marriage.  Mrs.  John  F. 

1233  V/averiy  Drive,  Wichita  18,  Kansas. 


Benson  now  lives 


at 


III.  BRUCE  BENSON 

Bruce  was  also  born  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  August  18,  1872; 
he  died  on  February  6,  1954,  in  Bellingham,  Washington,  where 
he  is  buried.  On  January  7,  1894,  he  married  Elizabeth  Ellen 
(wNelIieM)  She bo  (born  2-9-1876  in  Gridley,  Kansas;  died  7-27- 
1544  in  Bellingham,  Washington).  Their  three  children  are: 

A.  Ruth  Ben sen 

Ruth  was  born  in  Colf&x,  Illinois,  on  December  20,  1894, 
but  died  the  next  year  on  February  27th. 

B.  Leonard  Nerl  Be neon 

Born  in  Colfax,  Illinois,  on  January  21,  IS96,  and  mar¬ 
ried  on  January  27,  1915*  to  Martha  Lee  Olney  (born  1-14-1898 
in  Springhill,  Kansas).  Their  address  is  2217  ’’I"  Street, 
Bellingham,  Washington.  Two  children  are: 
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Mildred  Lorraine  Benson  (Hankenson  )t  born  3-19-1917; 
marri ed Y=?S-I 93  jT at' Swpor ia j "  Kansas ,  to  Gary  Benjamin 
Hankensen  (born  7-10=1916);  3  children: 

a)  Beverly  Jean  Hanker*  gen  (Noyes),  born  12-18-1939; 
married  to  Bonalu.  Allen  Noyes;  now  living  In 
Bellingham,  Washington;  two  children: 

1)  Danna  Lee  Noyes,  born  4-10-1960 

2  )  Ml  to  he  11  Kent  Neves «  born  3-25— 1962 

b)  Gary  Ben  lard  n  Kankensone  Jr..  born  4-10=1947 


c )  Ruth  Lena re  Ranke ft son,  born  1-29-1945 

2.  t  Gavornia  B^ngon  (Martin),  born  7=6-1930  in 

Emporia,  Kansas;  Liar. vied  Benjamin  John  Martin  on  5-2 7-1949 
(he  >fa3  born  5-17-1930}.  They  now  live  in  Seattle, 
Washington.  One  adopted  son: 


a)  Briar.  John  Martin,  born.  10-19-1959 


C.  Ferro 1  Luclle  Benson 

Born  on  November  5»  1902,  in  Colfax,  Illinois;  married  in 
lola,  Kansas,  on  June  6,  1920,  to  Robert  Lee  Palmer,  but  later 
divorced.  One  son,  Robert  Lynn  Palmer,  later  adopted  as  Robert 
Lynn  Kavrorth.  Ferro  1  Palmer  married  secondly  James  Frederick 
Haworth  (born  3-S=l395)  on  October  9*  1925.,  in  Cottonwood 
Falls,  Kansas.  Present  address  is  Mrs.  James  F.  Haworth, 

4444  Deebeyee  Avenue,  Lakewood  11,  California.  Three  children: 


1,  Robert  Lynn  (Palmer)  Haworth,  born  9-19-1921  in  Waveriy, 
Kansas^  married  nn  8-15-45  in  Yuma ,  Arizona,  to  Joyce 
Myrtle  Rogers  but  divorced  in  1953.  Two  children  are: 

a)  Robert  Lynn  Haworth,  Jr.,  born  6-17-46,  in  Long 
Beach,  California 

b)  Craig  Bruce  Haworth,  born  2-14-48,  Long  Beach,  Calif. 

Robert  L.  Haworth,  3r. ,  later  married  Mrs.  Bernice 
Lyman  Detwiiler  (born  3-14-1920)  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada, 
on  June  17#  1952;  no  children. 


2.  Jack  Benson  Haworth,  born  7-10-192?#  Emporia,  Kansas 

3*  Bean  Frederick  Haworth,  born  5-9-1929#  Emporia,  Kansas; 
married  on"  3-4-1952  "to  Helen  R&e  Biggs  (born  7-3-0-1932 
in  Olive  Hill,  Kentucky);  fcur  children  are: 

a)  pda  Rae  Haworth,  born  11=18-5? 

b)  Michael  Bean  Haworth,  born  6-20-5 4 

© )  Terri  Lynn  Haworth,  born  5-22-56 

d )  Lori  Ann  Haworth,  born  11-21-58 
1  "  ■—  ■  -  .  . . 
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IV.  FRANK  0.  BENSON 
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Frank  Benson  was  born  on  August  23,  1 875*  In  Colfax,  Illinois, 
and  he  died  on  June  14,  1943,  in  Ida,  Kansas;  he  is  buried  in 
Mahomet,  Illinois,  beside  ids  sister,  Nan  Lucile.  He  was  married 
on  September  24,  1901,  to  Sylva  Wave  Morehouse  (who  was  born  on 
May  6,  1881,  and  is  no w  8l  years  of  age).  Address  of  Mrs.  Frank 
0.  Benson  is  2054  East  3rd  Street,  Long  Beach,  California.  Their 
three  children  are: 

A.  Jesse  Conger  Benson 

Born  in  Indian  Territory,  Claremor©,  Oklahoma,  on  November 
1*  1903,  and  died  on  October  22,  1944;  he  is  buried  in  Iola, 
Kansas.  Married  on  June  23,  1923,  in  El  Dorado,  Kansas,  to 
Carolyn  Jeanette  Bass  (born  8-24=1902 ).  address  of  Mrs. 

Carolyn  J.  Benson  is  322  Coronado  Place,  Wichita  8,  Kansas. 

One  child: 

1.  John  Conger  Benson*  born  6- 23-1933*  in  Wichita,  Kansas; 
died  on  December  11,  1 95??  at  Lackland  Air  Force  Base, 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  and  is  buried  in  Iola,  Kansas,  beside 
his  father. 

B.  Laura  Elizabeth  Benson  (Stroazl) 

The  only  daughter  of  Frank  0.  Benson  was  born  on  January 
9,  1910,  in  Iola,  Kansas;  she  was  educated  at  Kansas  State 
Agri cultural  College  in  Manhattan,  Kansas.  On  November  26, 
1942,  she  was  married  to  Allie  Strozzi  (born  9-12-1900); 
they  now  live  on  a  large  ranch  in  New  Mexico  where  they 
raise  Hereford  cattle.  Address:  Box  144,  Magdalena,  New 
Mexico.  No  children. 

C.  Frank  Morehouse  Benson 

Frank  was  born  on  December  15,  1913*  also  in  Iola,  Kansas. 
He  was  married  on  September  10,  1937*  to  Genevieve  AdeXe  De 
Moya  in  Humboldt,  Kansas  (she  was  born  4-15-1914  in  Leroy, 
Kansas).  Their  present  address  is  1362  Scenic  Avenue,  Berkeley 
8,  California.  One  adopted  son: 

1.  Stephen  Anthony  Benson,  born  5-8-1943  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri;  now  attending  college  in  Berkeley. 


V.  RICHARD  BENSON 

The  youngest  in  the  family,  “Baby  Dick”,  was  born  about  the 
year  1884;  he  died  on  the  long  trip  to  Kansas  in  the  mid  1880'  a 
and  is  buried  in  Carthage,  Missouri. 
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6t  SARAH  JANE  BENSON  (Chiem)^  C 
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Sarah  ( 15 Aunt  Jane"  )  Benson  was  born  on  October  17,  1840;  she  mar¬ 
ried  Jesse  Chiem  in  March  of  18?1.  Their  daughter  Josie  lived  to 
be  a  young  lady,  out  contracted  tuberculosis  from  a  room-mate  in 
boarding  school  and  died. 

HAunt  Jane"  had  a  Civil  War  sweetheart  who  was  a  war  victim,  and 
she  later  married  Jesse  Chilem  ,  perhaps  to  avoid  being  an  old  maid 
and  perhaps  because  his  wealth  could  buy  her  the  pretty  things  she 
wanted.  Imogen  Benson  Emery  remembers  a  visit  to  Illinois  when  she 
was  about  eight  years  old  (1894)  with  her  mother  and  younger  sister, 
Gertrude;  they  were  Invited  to  the  Chj sholm" s  for  dinner,  and  I.B.E. 
recalls  the  beautiful  table  service  of  candles,  silver,  fine  linen. 
Helen  Benson  Walker  was  given  a  napkin  ring  of  Josie  Chisholm’s. 

Sarah  Jane  Benson  Chiem  iied  in  St.  Joseph's  Hospital, 
Bloomington,  Illinois  on  October  17,  1890.  Helen  Benson  Walker 
remembers  that  her  father,  Cyrus  Hi n eh aw  Benson  (who  was  Sarah  Jane’s 
brother),  went  to  visit  her  from  Colfax*  Illinois. 


7.  MARIA  C.  BENSON 


Maria  Benson  was  born  on  February  26,  1842,  and  died  on  February 
7,  1845,  having  been  scalded  in  a  tub  of  hot  water. 
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8„  SUSANNAH  BENSON  (Arnold) 


Susannah  Benson  was  born  in  McLean  County,  Illinois,  on  May  22, 

1844;  she  died  in  Portland,  Oregon,  on  December  12,  1919.  She  was 
married  in  Bloomington,  Illinois,  on  September  1,  1864,  to  James 
Cumberland  Arnold,  spn  of  Humphrey  Martin  Porter  Arnold  and”  Patsy 
Maddox  Arnold.'  J.  Cl  Arnold  was  born  on  September  30,' 1839 »  in 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  drowned  on  February  26,  1891,  at  Puget 
Sound,  Washington,  while  serving  as  a  guard  at  McNeil11  s  Island 
Federal  Prison. 

Two  of  James  Cumberland  Arnold0 s  brothers  were  also  married  to 
Benson  girls*  Robert  Henley  Arnold  to  Polly  Benson  on  September  3, 

1856;  and  John  William  Arnold  to  Mary  M.  Benson  on  November  18,  1852. 

Twelve  children  were  born  to  James  Cumberland  Arnold  and  Susannah 
Benson  Arnold, ' three  of  whom  (James,  Robert,  and  Leroy)  died  in  infancy. 
The  other  nine,  all  now  deceasedp  ares 

Ruth  V.  Arnold  (Eccles),  born  9-19-1Q65  ^  z  4 
Ada  J.  Arnold  (White),  born  3-18=1867  — v  3  \  c,.f3 

Alta  G.  Arnold  (Taggart),  born  10=20-1868  n  3a 
**##  John  Schuyler  Arnold,  born  4=24=1871;  died  September  15,  1952 

Jesse  Homer  Arnold,  born  4=18=1873  ^  3.^  A 

Moses  E.  Arnold, 'born  2-9=1878  ^  \4\3 

Polly  Ann  Arnold,  born  9-20=1879 

Maude  Emily  Arnold  (Shuford),  born  4=2=1883 w  cuo 
Harold  Cumberland  Arnold,  born  4-1=1886;  died  December,  19^1 

IV.  JOHN  SCHUYLER  ARNOLD' 

The  fourth  child  born  to  the  J.  C.  Arnolds  was  John' Schuyler 
Arnold  on' April  24,  1871.  He  was  married  on  October  27,  1897 » 
in  Dayton, ' Washington,  to  Minnie  0.  Blackard  (who  was  born  on 
October  17p  1879 ),  daughter  of  Alexander  J.  Blackard  and  Florenoe 
Daggett  Blackard.  John  Schuyler  Arnold  died  in  Walla  Walla, 
Washington,  on  September  15,  1952.  Their  six  children  are: 

A.  Floyd  Schuyler  Arnold 0  born  9=2=1898;  one  child: 

1.  Barbara  Jean  Arnold  (Ryan),  born  2-8-1926 

B.  Cecil  Cushman  Arnold,  born  11=21=1899;  civil  engineer  in 
Seattle,  Washington,  with  offices  at  511  Arctic  Building; 
two  children  are: 


1.  Cecil  Adrian  Arnold,  born  4-14-1931 

2.  Frances  Anne  Arnold  (Engelsenh  born  7-1-1935 


SS  v&yi  no  „b  ioriilll  t^ni/oO  n*©J6X  ni  mod"  bsw  noans  3  riUmnaax/8 

' 

' 

•:  )'■  5IomA  v&likeH  tfiscf oH 

no  noBiioS  /1.3M  otf  MomA  asXII.tV  nxioL  6na  ;o>< 


WI-OS-S  mod  ,b!onTA  nnA  ^XXo<I 


1>QX  ^©daeoea  £>ei&  r/iocf  ,&IomA  5n.sXri©cfffiJjO  fcXo'iaH 


-'^X'  t/rio8  .ioTj,  ar  ;  afilomA  .0  .  T>  e/ltf  of  moo  dlirio  jai’ii/ol  »ri T 

/ 

.A 

;©*t*  n©n:f>IXflo  ovtf 

•s 


51. 


C.  Wlnton  Cumberland  Arnold ,  born  4-11-1903;  two  children  are: 

1.  Wlnton  Cumberland  Arnold,  Jr. .  born  1-25-1930 

2.  Alice  Ann  Arnold  (Calvert),  born  1-25-1938 

D.  Stanley  Dean  Arnold. 'born  11-27-1907;  now  an  attorney  with 
offices  in  Clarkston,  Washington,  P.O.Box  208,  517  Sycamore; 
two  children  are: 

4 

1.  John  Kelley  Arnold,  born  10-3-1937 

2.  Susan  C.  Arnold,  born  6-9-1942 

1  ■  11  1  1  11  ■■  11,1  ,w  1  * 

£.  Wllena  Bernice  Arnold  (Coe),  bom  10-11-1914;  three  children: 

1.  Janet  Gall  Coe  (Hughes),  born  12-14-1934 

2.  Edwin  Arnold  Coe,  born  5-27-1936 
3*  Lorna  Dean  Coe,  born  3-10  1938 

F.  John  Schuyler  Arnold],  Jr. .  born  6-1-1919;  three  children  are: 

1.  Karen  Lee  Arnold,  born  2-13-1943 

2.  John  Schuyler  Arnold^  III,  born  4-28-1952 
William  Frank  Arnold,  born  12-20-1956 


3. 
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JAMES  PALMAR  (MJav9M  3?:, X >1011 


“Uncle  Jay""  was  one  of  the  enterprising  young  farmers  of 
Lawndale  Township,  McLean  County,  Illinois',  he  was  horn  on 
August  21,  1846,  and  died  on  June  4,  1915.  He  was  considered 
one  of  the  *’ reading  men19  of  the  township,  as  he  had  a  well- 
selected  library.  He  was  married  to  Emma  Bechtel  (who  died 
about  the  year  1920),  and  they  had  one  adopted  son. 


10.  JOHN  FRANC! 3  BEN  SOU 


The  tenth  child  of  James  and  Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson  was 
John  Francis,  born  on  September  8,  1848.  He  contracted  cold 
while  driving  cattle  through  sleet  and  rain  and  died  on  March 
24,  1868. 


. 


11. 


EMILY  WILLIS  BENSON  (Osborne) 


53. 


Daily  Willis  Benson  was  born  on  April  2,  1851,  and  died  in 
Nebraska  on  October  24,  1917.  She  was  married  to  Samuel  Osborne 
on  December  21,  1873. 

According  to  Mrs.  Dean  Horace  Osborne  (wife  of  the  youngest  son 
of  Samuel  and  Emily  Benson  Osborne),  the  Osbornes  are  well-remembered 
around  Bayard,  Nebraska,  as  sturdy  pioneers.  Their  sod  home  still 
stands  on  its  original  homestead  a  bit  east  of  that  town. 

Their  four  children  are: 

I.  DALE  BENSON  OSBORNE 

*  * 

The  first  son  was  born  on  November  12,  1874,  and  died  on 
January  14,  1952;  he  is  buried  in  Nyssa,  Oregon.  He  was  married 
to  Zora  May  Gauvain  in  Minatore,  Nebraska,  on  September  6,  1917. 
Mrs.  Zora  Osborne  now  lives  in  Nyssa,  Oregon,  Route  2,  Box  128. 
Their  three  children  are: 

A.  Harold  Samuel  Osborne,  born  7-21-1918 ;  married  Ramona  _ 

now  living  in  Jenner,  California,  Box  #  1;  one  son: 

1.  Frank  Allen  Osborne,  born  2-23-1960;  died  in  May  of  I960 

B.  Roy  Eugene  Osborne,  born  9-1-1919;  first  married  to  Lila  Lee 
on  1-15-1946;  secondly  married  to  Iris  Hite  on  5— 15— 19^8; 
their  twin  children  (now  living  in  Arlington,  Oregon)  are: 

1.  Jay  Lee  Osborns,  born  12-3-1946 

2.  Kay  Ann  Osborne,  born  12-3-19^6 

Present  address  of  Roy  E.  Osborne  is  Durkee,  Oregon,  Box  #  14. 

C.  Helen  Louise  Osborne  ( Thompson  -  Mundt).  born  7-11-1921;  one 
son: 

1.  John  Dale  Thompson,  born  7-1-1943  in  Portland,  Oregon 

Helen  L.  Osborne  Thompson  was  divorced  in  1946  and  married 
secondly  on  11-26-1947  to  Elmer  Mundt  in  Nebraska;  their 
four  children  are: 

* 

1.  Yvonne  Marie  Mundt.  born  8-13-1949 

2.  Diana  May  Mundt.  born  9-20-1950 

3.  Mary  Ann  Mundt.  born  12-11-1952 

4.  Vivian  Louise  Mundt.  born  9-29-1955 

Present  address  of  Mrs.  Elmer  Mundt  is  Alliance,  Nebraska, 
Route  #  1. 
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THOMAS  Co  OSBORNE 


The  second  son  of  Emily  Willis  Osborne  was  born  in  18?6  and 
was  killed  by  lightning  in  19 45.  He  raarri ed  Julia  Jones,  who 
now  lives  at  2024  Avenue  "B"  in  Scottsbluff,  Nebraska,  Thomas 
C.  Osborne  was  a  minister.  Their  seven  children  are! 

A,  Emily  Louise  Osborne 

Emily  was  born  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  on  September  17»  1904; 
she  now  lives  with  her  mother  in  Scottsbluff,  Nebraska,  where 
she  gives  private  piano  and  organ  lessons. 

B.  Charles  Currens  Osborne 

Charles  was  born  in  Hastings,  Nebraska,  on  September  25, 
1906;  he  is  now  in  the  automobile  business  in  that  town. 

His  two  sens  are: 

1.  Thomas  William  Osborne,  boin  2-25-1937  in  Hastings,  Nebr. ; 
now  working  on  his  master's  degree  in  Nebraska  University 
and  assisting  the  football  coach. 

2,  John  Charles  Osborne,  born  in  1940  at  Hastings;  now  in 
his  senior  year  at  Hastings  College. 

C.  Clifford  Wynne  Osborne 

Born  on  June  20,  1908,  in  Wayne,  Nebraska;  now  teaching 
at  Brooklyn  Polytechnic  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  New  York;  his 
two  children  are: 

1.  Conrad  Leon  Osborne,  born  7-22-1934;  now  writing  for  "High 
Fidelity"  magazine  and  teaching  in  a  summer  music  camp 

2.  Judith  Suzanne  Osborne,  born  1-21-1940  in  Denver,  Colorado; 
playing  with  the  Shakespeare  Festival  Group,  this  year  with 
"Romulus" 

D,  Howard  Benson  Osborne 

Born  on  July  31,  1910,  in  Scottsbluff,  Nebraska;  now 
pastor  of  the  First  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Brookings, 
South  Dakota;  four  daughters  are: 

1.  Janet  Virginia  Osborne  (Prosser),  born  in  1936;  two 
children  are: 

a)  Alan  Richard  Prosser,  born  in  195® 

b)  Brian  McClure  Prosser,  born  in  1962  in  Chicago 

2,  Kathleen  Anne  Qaborne  (Vellenga).  born  in  1938;  one  son: 

a)  Thomas  James  Vellenga.  born  in  1961  in  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota 
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3.  Anlt.fi  Mary  0 a borne,  born  7-7-1942  in  Alliance,  Nebraska; 
now  In  Junior  year  at  Macalaster  College,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

4.  Julia  L.vnn  Osborne,  born  6-15-194?  in  Brookings,  South 
Dakota 


E.  John  Caldwell  Osborne 

Born  on  June  28,  1919,  at  Bayard,  Nebraska;  ensign  in 
Ue  3.  Navy;  died  in  a  collision  of  planes  while  training 
during  the  war  in  1945, 

P.  Roger  Co nan t  Osborne 

Born  at  Scott sbluff,  Nebraska*  8-9-1914;  died  on  July  5» 
1919. 

Or.  Arthur  Dean  Osborne 

Born  in  Bayard,  Nebraska,  on  12-8-1920;  died  on  8-14-1921, 


III.  EVA  JUNE  OSBORNE 

The  Osbornes*  only  daughter  was  born  on  June  13,  1883 >  and 
died  on  August  15,  1911, 


IV,  DEAN  HORACE  OSBORNE 

Dean  was  born  on  October  11,  1887,  and  died  on  April  30,  19&0. 
His  wifet  Mrs.  Ruth  Osborne,  now’  lives  in  Bayard,  Nebraska,  Box 
742.  Their  one  son  is: 

A.  B1 11  Prank  Q  s  bo  me 

Born  in  1929;  married  Patricia  3iekman  in  1951;  present 
address  is  1078  Clark  Avenue,  Mountain  View,  California. 

One  daughter: 


1,  Susan  Osborne,  born  11-24^1959 
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12 c  GCERGE  W„  BENSON 
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George  was  born  on  April  5»  1853 »  but  drowned  in  an  old  well  on 
May  2?,  1855,  while  the  older  members  of  the  family  were  at  church. 


13,  CARROLL  EDWARD  BEN 3PM 


BTJneie  Edw  was  born  on  May  4„  l855i  he  married  first  Artie  Waldo 
of  Colfax,  Illinois ,  and  their  two  children  were  Guy  Benson  and  a 

daughter.  He  married  secondly  _ _ ,  Ed  Benson  died  on 

January  1,  1941,  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 


14,  HORACE  MITCHELL  BEN SQM 


The  last  of  fourteen  children,  Horace  Mitchell  Benson  was  born  on 
April  3,  1857;  he  married  Ev&llne  Nancy  Campbell  of  McLean  County,  Ill, 
on  September  18,  1334.  He  attended  Normal  State  University  in  Norami s 
Illinois,  for  one  year,  and  then  farmed  the  James  Benson  homestead  for 
several  years  af  ter  his  marriage.  In  1890  he  moved  hi  a  family  to 
Wright  County,  Iowa,  breaking  the  sod;  his  nephew  Arthur  Eenson  (son 
of  Cyrus  Kinshaw  Benson)  was  with  him  part  of  that  time. 

Some  yeai's  later  Horace  Benson  bought  a  farm  near  Ames,  Iowa, 
from  Cy  Benson  or  from  his  sons;  the  family  lived  there  until  190o, 
when  they  moved  to  Denver,  Colorado,  because  of  the  health  of  their 
daughter,  Fern.  In  his  later  years  Horace  made  his  home  with  his 
daughter  Gertrude  Webb  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  until  his  death  on  March 
26,  1935.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  Indlanoloa,  Iowa,  along  with 
her  father.  The  four  children  of  this  marriage  are: 

I.  MQSSALINE  IMOGEN  BENSON  ' Emery)  (see  page  57} 

Imogen  was  born  on  August  2?,  1837,  in  McLean  County,  Illinois; 
she  married  Irving  Cass  Emery  on  June  24,  1913  in  Denver,  Colorado. 
She  received  her  education  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  Iowa 
♦  City,  Iowa,  with  an  L.L.B.  degree.  Their  two  adopted  daughters  are: 

A,  Freda  Stevens 

B.  Eva- Maria  Gabor,  now  teaching  German  at  Bowling  Green  Univer¬ 
sity  in  Bowling  Green,  Ohio 

II.  GERTRUDE  GRACE  BENSON  (Webb) 

The  second  daughter  was  born  on  February  19 ,  1894,  in  Goldfield, 
Iowa.  She  wae  married  to  Harry  Earl  Webb  of  Marion,,  Iowa,  in 
October  of  1921.  Gertrude  died  on  February  5?  1959*  and  is  buried 
in  Des  Koines,  Iowa.  Two  children  ares 

A,  Horace  Earl  Webb,  born  February  3 $>  1923;  married  Emma  L.  Olson 
on  June  6,  1942'”  in  Beth&ny,  Missouri;  two  children  are: 

1.  Sharon  K&y  Webb,  born  June  16,  1944 

2.  Donna  Mae  Webb,  born  February  8,  1946 
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B.  Priscilla  Ann  Webb  (Dorrlan) 

Priscilla  was  born  on  June  2?,  1932-1  she  was  married  to 
Thomas  F.  Dorrlan  on  October  8,  1952,  and  their  six 
children  are: 

1.  Priscilla  Ann  Dorrlan a  born  8-18-1953 

2.  Thomas  Francis  Dorrlan  IIXfl  born  2-6-1955 

3.  Patrick  Joseph  Dorrlan,  born  4-17=1956 

4.  Debora  Alleen  Dorrlan.,  born  6- 27-1957 

5.  Mary  Christine  Dorrlan.  born  2-27-1959 

6.  Plana  Sue  Dorrlan,,  born  4-10-1961 

III.  FERN  EVELYN  BENSON  (Zeagler) 

Fern  was  born  in  Ames,  Iowa,  on  September  18,  1900;  she  was 
married  on  February  14,  1925,  to  Norwood  L.  Zeagler,  and  is  now 
living  in  hoe  Angeles,  California.  One  adopted  son: 

A.  Robert  Norwood  Zeagler.  born  in  1931 


IV.  HORACE  JAMES  BENSON 

Horace  M.  Benson® s  only  son,  Horace  James,  was  born  and  died 
on  August  13,  1904,  and  is  buried  at  Ames ,  Iowa. 


Additional  notes  on  IMOGEN  BENSON  (Emery): 

Past  State  Regent  of  Iowa,  D.  A.  R.;  Past  National 
Chairman  of  National  Defense,  National  Society  of 
D.  Ac  R.;  Past  President  of  Quota  Club  International; 
listed  in  Vol.  Ill,  page  551,  of  "The  Story  of  Iowa* 
by  Petersen. 
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HI N SHAW  GENEALOGY 


I.  THOMAS  HI N SHAW 

Our  first-known  Hinshaw  ancestor  was  one  Thomas  Hinshaw, 
born  in  16 —  in  England;  he  was  married  to  Mary  Marshall  (born 
lo— )  and  there  was  one  child  of  this  marriage: 

Jacob  Hinshaw 

i 

II.  JACOB  HINSHAW 

Our  next  known  ancestor,  Jacob  Hinshaw  (born  1710,  died 
March  31,  1796,  in  Cane  Creek,  North  Carolina)  was  married  on 
No^em^er  6,  1735,  to  Rebecca  Mackie,  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Anh^Maclfte.  Rebecca  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1716  and  died  on 
June  16,  1796,  also  in  Cane  Creek,  North  Carolina.  Jacob  and 
Rebecca  Hinshaw  emigrated  to^Amerioa  in  17^1;  their  eleven 
children  were: 

Ann 

Benjamin 

Thomas 

William 

John 

Jacob 

Joseph 

Mary  (Hinshaw) 

Elizabeth 

Jahe 

Rebecca  (Cox) 


III.  MARY  HINSHAW  (Hinshaw) 

The  birth  date  of  this  ancestor  is  unknown,  but  she  died 
in  1822*  In  1773  she  became  the  second  wife  of  her  cousin, 
William  Hinshaw  (born  17^0,  died  181$).  William  Hinshaw* s 
will  is  probated  in  the  Randolph  County,  North  Carolina,  Book 
of  Wills,  page  553.  Their  ten  children  were: 

William 

George 

Benjamin 

Samuel 

Jesse 

Jacob 

Sarah  ( Hammo  nd ) 

Mary  (Hadley)  (twin  of  Rebecca) 

Rebecca  (Hadley)  (twin  of  Mary) 

Elizabeth 
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IV.  GEORGE  HI N SHAW 

The  senior  George  Hinshaw  was  born  on  October  1,  1776  J  he 
died  on  April  27,  1862,  and  is  buried  in  Scogin's  Cemetery, 
southwest  of  Bloomington,  Illinois.  He  first  married  one 
Elizabeth  Worthington,  and  the  daughter  of  this  marriage  was 
Mallnda  Hinshaw  Blount.  His  second  marriage  occurred  about 
1809  to  Susannah  Johnson,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Nancy 
Harrington  Johnson,  who  came  to  Virginia  from  Ireland  in 
about  1796.  Francis  Johnson  is  buried  in  McLean  County, 
Illinois.  Susannah  Johnson  Hinshaw  was  born  on  November  12, 
1790,  and  died  on  May  9,  1887;  she  is  buried  in  Scogin*s 
Cemetery  also.  Seven  children  of  this  marriage  were: 

Cyrus  (married  in  1828) 

William  (born  in  1814) 

Polly  Ann  (Mrs.  James  T.  Benson) 

Nancy  (Mrs.  Wm.  T.  T.  Benson,  born  December  24,  I8l6; 
died  in  1875) 

Cynthia  (Mrs.  Jared  Franklin,  born  I818,  died  1862) 

Jehu  (born  1819,  died  1902)  (married  Cynthia  Ann  E.  Beeler) 
George  Hinshaw,  Jr.  (born  1820,  died  1848) 


V.  POLLY  ANN  HINSHAW  (Benson) 

Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson  was  the  paternal  grandmother  of 
Imogen  B.  Emery;  she  was  born  on  March  30,  1811,  and  died  on 
August  24,  I867.  She  married  James  T.  Benson  (born  October  26, 
1805;  died  September  9,  1883)  on  November  6,  1828;  their  eleven 
children  were:  (three  children  died  young) 

William 

Elizabeth 

Nancy 

Cyrus 

Jesse 

Sarah  Jane 
Susannah 
James  P. 

Emily 

Edward  C. 

Horace  Mitchell 


VI.  HORACE  MITCHELL  BENSON 


Horace  Benson  was  born  on  April  8,  1857,  and  died  on  March 
26,  1935;  he  is  buried  in  Indianola,  Iowa.  He  was  married  on 
September  18,  1883,  to  Ev aline  Nancy  Campbell  (born  June  9,  1863; 
died  March  11,  1945,  and  is  burled  in  Indianola,  Iowa).  Their 
four  children  were: 

Mossaline  Imogen  (Emery) (born  August  27,  1887 

Gertrude  Grace  ( Webb-)  ( born  February  21,  1892;  died  2-5-59 ) 

Fern  Evalyn  (Zeagler  )  (born  September  19,  1900) 

Horace  James  (born  and  died  on  August  13,  1904) 


' 
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FaRLY  HXN3HAW  HT3TQRY 


The  following  information  was  received  by  Mrs.  Imogen  B. 
Emery  in  1921,  in  response  to  her  request  for  details  concern¬ 
ing  her  ancestor,  Mary  ( Hi  ns  haw )  Rinshaw,  and  that  ancestors 
brothers,  Benjamin  and  John  Hlns&hw,  her  father,  Jacob  Hin&haw, 
and  her  husband.  William  Hinshaw.  From  HARDER *  3  ENGTOLOrSDlA 
of  United  States  History,  Vol.  ?,  pages  392-393,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  Benjamin  and  John  Hinshaw  were  members  of  an  organi¬ 
zation  known  as  the  "'’Regulators*11 ,  and  Mrs.  Emery  wished  to  dis¬ 
cover  whether  or  not  any  of  these  early  Hinshawe  assisted  in 
any  way  with  the  Revolution. 


91  GUILFORD  COLLEGE 
North  Carolina 


Office  of  the  Librarian 
2  mo.  11.  1921 


Imogen  B.  Emery 
Kina  friend: 

I  careful  search  of  the  Cane  Creek  Minutes  has  resulted 
in  the  items  given,  i.e.,  thro"  the  Regulation  period. 

The  Record  books  also  show  the  Hinahaws  ae  members  at 
the  time  of  their  deaths  -  and  save  the  two  mentioned,  I  would 
judge  the  others  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Regulation  Movement. 

The  Minutes  of  that  period  are  very  meager  but  yet  when 
Friends  did  nothing  more  than  attend  the  wedding  of  Herman 
Husband  they  were  dealt  with. 

I  am  sure  this  is  not  what  thee  would  like  but  it  is 
the  best  I  can  do. 


/a/  Julia  3.  Whit,** 
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Cane  Creek 

1765,  1  mo.  5 

"Thomas  &  Joseph  Hinshaw  produced  certificates" 

1765,  6  mo.  1 

"Thomas  Hinsahw  obtained  a  certificate  to  Pennsylvania 

1766,  1  mo.  4 

"Jacob  Hinsahw  produced  a  certificate  from  Pa." 

1769 t  2  mo.  4 

"Jesse  Hinshaw  and  family  produced  a  certificate" 

1769#  5  mo.  6 

"Absolom  Hinshaw  produced  a  certificate" 

1769,  11  mo.  4 

"Wm.  Hinshaw  produced  a  certificate" 

1774,  10  mo.  1  (after  Regulation  Movement) 

4 

"Friends  appointed  to  attend  the  marriage  of  Benjamin 
Hinshaw  and  Deborah  Marshall  report  it  was  orderdly 
accomplished. " 


liToXiQ  rttntdH  ,©3©IIoO  biotiluQ 


' 


i»JL‘  *i  1  i  edltf  "to  ®oil*Q 


*  &  '  ,0Jtrxli  tt90  ii)SOJt/£o'xq  ViMiriniH  dqsBot*  A  aaasonT* 

"*••  •  itfaS  o?  6^j>n  J190  3  bsnUaZdo  widen 1H  fc&acfiT* 

• ox  I 

bsou  -'0'ic  jjfia  Wis  a«i2H  yet* 

d  om  £  4$d?X 


THE  KIN SHAW  AND  HEN SHAW  FAMILIES 


62. 


—  by  William  Hinshaw,  July  3.  1911 
Edited  by  Milo  Custer, 

Bloomington,  Illinois,  1911 
Frank  J.  Miller  Company,  Printers 

Preface 


In  compiling  this  work  it  was  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  pre¬ 
sent  only  the  most  important  data  relating  to  the  first  Hinshaws  and 
Henshaws  who  settled  in  Illinois,  of  their  descendants,  and  as  much 
similar  information  as  could  be  obtained  relating  to  their  ancestors 
and  collateral  kin.  The  family  names  are  of  Old  English  derivation, 
originally  "Hingeshaw"  and  "Hernshaw",  but  now  spelled  "Hinshaw"  and 
"Henshaw". 

In  the  year  A.  D.  93 6  there  lived  in  England  one  William  Hlnshaw, 
a  gentleman  of  wealth  and  influence.  He  had  three  sons,  William,  Thomas, 
and  John,  and  three  daughters,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Martha.  He  was  re¬ 
lated  to  the  royal  family  of  England  and  to  him  a  coat-of-arms  was 
granted.  (This  from  information  furnished  by  William  Wade  Hinshaw). 

In  the  year  1557  during  the  great  persecution  of  the  Protestants 
in  England  by  the  Roman  Catholics  under  "Bloody  Queen  Mary",  one  Thomas 
Hinshaw,  aged  nineteen,  a  Protestant  of  Islington,  was  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  along  with  twenty-one  others,  put  in  the  stocks  for  ten  days,  and 
afterwards  scourged  by  the  notorious  Bishop  Bonner  because  they  would 
not  recant  and  turn  Catholic.  Falling  ill  with  the  ague  shortly  after 
I  and  given  up  to  die,  his  tormentors  desisted  from  further  persecution, 

1  and  about  a  year  after  the  death  of  Queen  Mary  in  1 558  Thomas  Hinshaw 
was  released.  (See  John  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs,  edition  of  1835 »  and 
edition  of  1856,  page  972). 

It  is  said  that  a  certain  Jesse  Hinshaw,  a  blacksmith,  and  his 
wife  Mary  were  burned  together  at  the  stake  in  Westminster,  England, 
for  the  same  reasons  during  these  persecutions. 

In  the  year  1635  another  William  Hinshawe,  aged  twenty  years, 
sailed  from  London  on  the  ship  George  along  with  a  number  of  other 
emigrants,  who  were  "to  be  transported  to  Virginia".  (See  Hot ten's 
List  of  Emigrants  to  America.  1600-1700). 

We  do  not  have  the  dates  of  the  emigration  of  some  of  our  ancestors 
from  England,  but  suppose  most  of  them  left  that  country  during  the  first 
decade  of  the  17th  century.  Some  of  them  came  (or  rather  were  sent) 
directly  to  America  in  the  year  1656,  settling  in  Massachusetts  and 
later  in  Pennsylvania,  while  others  went  to  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
whence  certain  of  their  descendants  also  emigrated  to  America  in  the 
years  1741,  1765,  and  1768.  These  later  emigrants  all  settled  finally 
in  North  Carolina,  and  among  them  were  the  ancestors  of  the  Illinois 
pioneer  Hinshaws,  George,  Sr.,  Jacob  (1W)  and  2T),  and  Simon. 
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William  Hinshaw  (7W  and  7T) 
Ezra  Hinshaw  (4W  and  2T) 


COMMITTEE  ON 
FAMILY  HISTORY 
APPOINTED  BY  THE 
HINSHAW  REUNION 


Thomas  E.  Hi ns haw 
Charles  B.  Hinshaw 
George  A.  Hinshaw 


NOTE:  There  being  so  many  individuals  in  these  families  bearing  the 
same  name,  I  have  designated  them  as  follows  in  order  to  distinguish 
them  one  from  another:  Those  in  the  branch  of  William  Hinshaw  (1W) 
by  the  letter  "W";  those  in  the  branch  of  Thomas  Hinshaw  (IT)  by  the 
letter  "T";  and  those  in  the  branch  of  Jesse  Hinshaw,  Sr0 ,  (1J)  by  the 
letter  "JM.  Other  letters  are  used  in  the  case  of  other  branches.  It 
will  be  observed  that  by  the  Intermarriage  of  William  Hinshaw  (1W) 
with  Mary  Hinshaw.  of  William  Hinshaw  (2T)  with  Ruth  Hinshaw,  and  of 
Jesse  Hinshaw  (2J)  with  Elizabeth  Hinshaw,  certain  divisions  of  the 
branohes  to  which  they  belong  became  united. 


Milo  Custer,  Editor. 


THE  HEN SHAW  CQAT-0 F- ARMS 


Argent,  a  chevron  between  three  Moor  hens,  proper, 
quartering  Houghton  sable,  three  bar  argent  crest, 
a  falcon  proper  billed  or  beaked  and  membered  sable 
preying  upon  a  bird  argent. 

"We  feel  proud  that  we  belong  to  such  a  noble  ancestry. 
Our  people  are  very  numerous  and  have  spread  all  over 
the  United  States.  As  far  as  we  know  they  have  filled 
all  of  the  best  and  most  honorable  occupations  in  life. 
Some  of  them  are  bishops,  ministers,  lawyers,  doctors, 
professors,  historians,  poets,  legislators,  merchants, 
farmers,  and  tradesmen,  and  all  have  stood  well  in  their 
chosen  occupations." 


Charles  W.  Henshaw 
(pp.  64-65  of  the 
Hinshaw  Book) 
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WILLIAM  HINSHAW  (1  W) 


William  Hinshaw.  our  great,  great  grandfather,  son  of  _ 

and  _  Hinshaw,  was  born  In  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  about  the 

year  1740.  He  married  first  Sarah  in  Ireland.  Their  sons, 

John  (1  W),  Ezra  (1  W),  and  Thomas  (1  W),  wefe  born  in  Ireland.  They 
were  Quakers  and  members  of  the  Friends  Meeting  at  Grange,  near 
Charlemont  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  It  is  supposed  that  John  (1  W) 
came  or  was  sent  to  North  Carolina  about  the  year  1765.  The  census  of 
North  Carolina  for  1790  shows  a  John  Hinshaw,  head  of  a  family,  as  re¬ 
siding  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  at  that  time. 

William  (1  W)  and  Sarah^Hin'shaw  and  their  sons  Ezra  (who  married 
Ruth  Marshall )  and  Thomas  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  America  in  the 
year  1768,  along  with  Jesse  Hinshaw,  Sr.,  and  his  family,  Absolem 
Hinshaw,  Sr.,  and  his  family,  and  a  Miss  Alice  Hinshaw.  They  all 
settled  near  Cane^vQreek,  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  Sara^Hin&haw  who  died  during  the  voyage  and  was  burled 
at  sea. 

After  settling  in  North  Carolina,  William  Hinshaw  (1W)  married 
secondly  his  cousin,  Mary  Hinshaw,  daughter  of  Jacob  (1  T)  and 
Rebecca  Mackle  Hinshaw.  Their  eleven  children,  all  born  in  North 
Carolina,  were: 

William  (2  W,  2  T),  born  about  1774;  died  June  29.  1807 

George.  Sr. .  born  October  1,  1776;  died  October  24,  1846 

Benjamin  (1  W,  3  T ) ,  born  about  1778 

Samuel,  born  about  1784;  died  in  Indiana 

Jesse  (1  W,  IT),  born  about  1782;  died  in  Texas 

Jacob  (1  W,  2  T),  born  January  5»  1772 

Sarah  (Hammond) 

Mary  (Hadley)  and  Rebecca  (Hadley),  twins,  born  February  20,  1789 
Elizabeth,  bom  May  27,  1777 

For  the  Revolutionary  War  Service  record  of  William  Hinshaw  (1  W). 
see  War  Department  Vol.  IV,  page  209;  see  also  Virginia  State  Library 
Report  of  1911-1912,  page  218.  However,  this  proof  was  not  accepted 
by  the  National  Society  of  D.A.R.,  because  it  was  recorded  in  Virginia 
Instead  of  North  Carolina.  Maps  show  their  location  to  be  only  about 
thirty  miles  distant  from  tne  present  boundary  line,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  residents  could  easily  have  gone  over  the  line. 


PARENTAGE  OF  MARY  H.  HINSHAW 


Mary  Hinshaw  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Hinshaw  (1  T)  of  Grange,  in 
the  Parish  of  Clanfekill,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  born  about  the  year 
1710,  the  son  of  Thomas  (1  T )  and  Mary  Marshall  Hinshaw.  Jacob  had 
married  Rebecca  Mackie  (born  about  1716)  of  Kincan^  ^Parish  of  Kilmore, 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Arin^ackle,  on  November 
6,  1735 »  in  the  Friends  Meeting  House  in  Ballyhagen,  County  Armagh. 

In  the  year  1741  Jacob  Hinshaw  (1  T)  emigrated  with  his  family 
from  Ireland  to  New  Garden,  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania.  They  re¬ 
sided  later  at  Menallen,  in  York  County  (now  Adams)  (this  from  the 
Warrington  Monthly  Meeting,  1748),  and  still  later,  in  1758,  in 
Monaghan  Township,  York  County,  Pennsylvania. 
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£w«^'trn€.K/ 

About  the  year  1?65  Jacob  and  Rebecca^Mackie  moved  to  Cane  Creek, 
Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  settling  finally  at  Sandy  Creek  in 
Randolph  County,  upon  land  purchased  by  Jacob  Hinshaw  (1  T)  from 
Herman  Husband,  who  was  the  leader  of  the  Regulators. 

According  to  the  records  of  the  Friends  Meeting  at  Cane  Creek, 
Jacob  Hinshaw  (1  T)  died  on  March  31*  1796,  and  his  wife  Rebecca 
*  Mackie  died  on  June  16,  1796.  Their  11  children  were: 

Ann  (married  George  McMillan  in  1 753,  Warrington,  Pennsylvania) 
Benjamin  (IT) 

Thomas  (2  T) 

William  (1  T) 

John  (1  T) 

Jacob  (2  T) 

Joseph 

Mary  (Hinshaw) 

Elizabeth 

Jane 

Rebecca  (Cox) 


(The  following  notes  are  included  for  historical  Information  only, 
as  I  do  not  trace  directly  back  to  them.  I.B.E. ) 

Brothers  of  Mary  H.  Hinshaw 

Benjamin  Hinshaw  was  born  in  Ireland  about  the  year  1733;  he  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  _ _  in  Ireland  and  came  to  Chester  County,  Pa., 

with  his  parents1  family  in  the  year  1741,  settling  at  Cane  Creek, 

Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  about  the  year  1765. 

Benjamin  and  his  brother  John  belonged  to  an  organization  known 
as  the  Regulators,  a  band  of  colonists  in  the  interior  of  North  Carolina 
who  a  few  years  prior  to  the  Revolution  organized  and  armed  themselves 
for  the  purpose  of  resisting  the  excessive  taxation  of  the  British  col¬ 
onial  government.  (See  Harper  8s  Encyclopedia  of  U.  S.  History.  Vol. 

7,  pages  392  and  393). 

For  Joining  this  organization  Benjamin  and  John  Hinshaw  were  dis¬ 
owned  by  the  Friends  Meeting  at  Cane  Creek,  and  Benjamin  was  never 
reinstated;  therefore  the  records  of  that  meeting  afford  no  further 
information  with  regard  to  him  or  his  family.  It  is  said,  however, 
that  the  family  Bible  containing  the  record  of  births,  etc.,  in  his 
family  may  be  somewhere  in  Indiana  in  the  possession  of  one  of  his 
descendants. 

Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  were  the  parents  of  a  large  family,  among 
whom  were  Absolem,  Jacob,  Thomas,  William  (grandfather  of  George  W. 
Hinshaw  of  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina),  Elizabeth,  and  Mary. 

Benjamin  Hinshaw  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  William  in  Chatham  Co., 
North  Carolina,  about  they  year  1840. 

Jesse  Hinshaw,  Sr.,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Hinshaw,  was  born 
ih  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  about  1720.  He  married  Abigail  Marshill, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Ruth  Marshill,  also  of  County  Tyrone,  at 
Grange  near  Charleraont  in  the  year  1745.  They  emigrated  from  Ireland 
to  America  and  settled  in  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  in  the  year 
1768.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  were  born 
in  Ireland  and  one  in  Orange  County,  North  Carolina,  as  follows: 
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John,  born  October  11,  1747 
Benjamin,  born  October  2,  1749 
Joseph,  born  June  7P  1752 
Ruth,  born  November  11,  1763 
Abigail,  born  January  7*  1766 
Jesse,  Jr.,  born  August  9,  1770 

♦ 

Jesse  Hlnshaw,  Sr. ,  died  near  Cane  Creek,  North  Carolina,  on 
April  29,  1797,  and  his  wife  Abigail  died  on  March  18,  1806  (from 
page  21  of  the  Hlnshaw  Book).  Their  sixth  child,  Jesse,  Jr.,  who 
was  born  in  America,  was  married  three  times,  as  follows: 

First,  to  Mary  Marshill,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Cypert 
Mar8hill,  born  on  June  22,  1773-1  their  six  children  were: 

Ruth,  born  April  17,  1791;  married  William  Hlnshaw 
and  was  the  grandmother  of  George  W.  Hlnshaw 
of  Winston-  Salem.  North  Carolina 
Jacob,  born  April  7,  1793 
Benjamin,  born  February  1,  1795 
Isaac,  born  June  2,  1799 
Margaret,  born  October  17,  1800 
John,  born  May  26,  1802  (Rev.  John  Hlnshaw) 

Secondly,  to  Elizabeth  Hlnshaw,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Elizabeth  Hlnshaw,  born  February  18,  1808;  she  died  on 
April  18,  1823;  their  six- children  were: 

Rebecca,  born  April  4,  1809 
Ira,  born  January  24,  1812 
Ann,  born  October  11,  1813 
Zeno,  born  September  27,  1815 
Jane,  born  May  12,  1817 
Barzllla,  bora  June  14,  1819 

Third,  to  Letitia  Moss  on  November  6,  1823;  no  children  of 
thi 8  marriage. 

Jesse  Hlnshaw,  Jr. ,  died  on  August  20,  1846. 

William  Hlnshaw,-  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  Hlnshaw,  was  born 
in  Chatham  County,  North  Carolina,  on  June  28,  1789.  He  married 
Ruth  Hlnshaw,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Mary  Marshill  Hlnshaw,  about  the 
year  1808.  Mary  Marshill  Hlnshaw  was  born  on  September  17,  1791,  and 
died  in  1836,  while  her  husband  William  died  on  January  1,  1856. 

Their  thirteen1  children,  all  born  in  Chatham  County,  were: 

Mary,  born  April  14,  1810 
Jedidiah,  born  July  12,  1812 
Elizabeth,  born  August  11,  I8l4 

Michael,  born  June  28,  1816,  grandfather  of  Solomon  Hlnshaw 
of  Hamilton  County,  Indiana 
Jesse,  born  November  15,  1818 
Abigail,  born  June  16,  1820 

Zimri,  born  September  28,  1822,  father  of  George  W.  Hinshaw  of 
Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina 
Margaret,  born  September  29,  1824 
Martin,  born  January  4,  1827 
Delphlnah,  born  December  18,  1828 
Jemlna,  born  September  10,  1830 
Mallnda,  born  December  26,  1830 
Dinah,  born  May  8,  1835 
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GEORGE  HI N SHAW „  SR. 


Hinshaw  Book,  page  25 


A  pioneer  farmer  of  McLean  County,  Illinois,  George  Hinshaw.  Sr. . 
son  of  William  and  Mary  Hinshaw  Hinshaw,  was  born  in  Randolph  County, 
North  Carolina,  on  October  1,  1776.  He  married  first  Elizabeth 
Worthington  (born  (born  July  12,  1777)  in  North  Carolina  in  the  year 
1805.  One  child  of  this  marriage  was  a  daughter,  Malinda  (Mrs.  William 
Russell  and  later  Mrs.  George  Blount,  Sr. ),  who  was  born  on  January 
30,  1807. 

George  Hinshaw.  Sr. ,  was  a  maker  of  gunpowder  while  he  lived  in 
North  Carolina,  and  his  first  wife  was  killed  in  an  accidental  explo¬ 
sion  while  assisting  him  in  this  work.  Later,  with  his  little  daughter 
Malinda  Mr.  Hinshaw  moved  to  Overton  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  mar- 
maried  Susanna  Johnson  in  1809.  Susanna  Johnson  Hinshaw.  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Nancy  Harrington  Johnson,  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Tenn., 
on  November  12,  1790.  There  were  seven  children  born  of  this  marriage, 
six  of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  as  follows? 

Cyrus,  born  in  1811,  died  in  1828 
William,  born  in  1814,  died  in  1836 
Polly  Ann  (Mrs.  James  Benson) 

Nancy  (Mrs.  William  T.  T.  Benson) 

Cynthia  (Mrs.  Jared  D.  Franklin) 

Jehu 

George  Hinshaw,  Jr. 

In  the  year  1826  Mr.  Hinshaw  and  Stephen  Webb,  Sr. ,  came  to 
Illinois  in  a  small  two-horse  wagon  and  entered  some  land  along  the 
Kankakee  River,  near  Joliet,  Illinois,  intending  to  settle  there. 

They  then  returned  to  Tennessee  for  their  families,  and  early  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  1827  Mr.  Hinshaw,  his  brother  Jacob,  and  Mr. 

Stephen  Webb,  Sr.,  started  for  Illinois.  The  men  rode  horseback  and 
brought  their  families  and  personal  effects  in  covered  wagons  drawn 
by  oxen,  as  there  were  no  railroads  in  those  days.  They  had  a  very 
pleasant  Journey  until  they  reached  the  Ohio  River,  when  their 
troubles  began.  The  spring  rains  had  set  in  and  the  streams  were 
soon  overflowing;  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  cross  on  temporarily 
constructed  rafts,  loading  and  unloading  their  goods  at  every  cross¬ 
ing.  They  made  their  horses  and  oxen  swim  the  streams  with  the  wagons. 
They  had  to  stop  for  a  while  in  Indiana  because  of  bad  roads  and  high 
rivers.  They  crossed  the  Sangamon  at  Newcom8 s  Ford,  near  Urbana,  on 
a  raft  and  were  delayed  there  for  one  week. 

When  they  came  to  Cheney's  Grove  (in  the  eastern  part  of  McLean 
County)  they  had  great  difficulty  in  crossing  the  stream,  and  so 
camped  there  for  awhile.  Then  a  great  wind  storm  came  up  and  nearly 
blew  them  away,  teams,  wagons,  and  all.  When  they  finally  arrived 
in  what  is  now  McLean  County  on  July  31 »  1827,  the  country  was  so 
wet  that  it  was  impossible  to  go  much  farther.  Moreover,  some 
trouble  had  Just  ocourred  between  the  whites  at  Galena,  Illinois, 
and  the  Winnebago  Indians,  and  the  settlers  feared  an  Indian  War  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  state.  For  these  reasons  the  party  decided 
not  to  go  on  to  the  Kankakee.  Mp.  Hinshaw  then  bought  a  "claim"  of 
twenty  acres  of  timber  land  with  a  one-room  log  cabin  on  it.  This 
tract  is  situated  in  the  SW  £  of  Section  17,  T.  23,  N.R.  2  E,  36  P.M., 
and  forms  the  north  end  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  William  Anthony. 
For- thle  claim  Mr*.  Hirrshaw  gave  a  wagon  and  a  yoke  of  oxen,  worth  al¬ 
together  about  $50.00;  the  same  land  is  now  worth  about  $250.00  per 
acre. 
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Mr.  Hinshaw  and  his  family  occupied  the  log  cabin  on  his  “claim" 
for  a  few  years  until  he  could  build  a  larger  and  better  house.  He 
then  rented  the  cabin  to  James  T.  Miller,,  who  came  out  with  his  fam¬ 
ily  from  Virginia  in  the  year  1834;  the  Miller  family  occupied  this 
cabin  for  about  one  year  until  Mr.  Miller  purchased  a  farm  and  built 
a  house.  The  log  cabin  stood  near  the  Springfield  road,  a  few  rods 
south  of  the  present  site  of  the  Hinshaw  school  house. 

It  appears  from  the  McLean  County  Deed  Records.  General  Index 
Book  No.  1,  that  George  Hinshaw B  Sr. .  entered  the  W  £  of  Section  17, 
T.  23.  N.  R.  2  E,  3d  P.M.  (320  acres,  February  15,  1830),  and  the  E  & 
S.E.  i  of  Section  19,  T.  23,  N.  R.  2,  E. ,  3d  P.M.  (80  acres,  April 
11,  1831).  For  all  this  land  Mr,  Hinshaw  paid  the  regular  government 
price  of  $1.25  per  acre.  He  later  purchased  other  tracts,  one  of  40 
acres,  from  William  McKisson  and  wife,  April  3,  1847,  for  $150.00, 
Book  L,  page  347;  and  another  tract  of  76  acres  in  Section  19,  T.  23, 
N.  R,  2  E,  3d  P.M.,  from  Peter  Withers  ("January  1,  1848)  for  $300.00 
(Book  M,  page  98).  Most  of  this  land  was  located  in  what  was  known 
to  the  early  settlers  in  McLean  County  as  "Keg  Grove",  sometimes 
called  "Hinshaw8 s  Grove",  and  was  covered  originally  with  a  fine 
growth  of  native  timber. 

George  Hinshaw,  Sr.,  and  his  family  endured  all  the  hardships 
that  were  common  to  the  pioneers  of  Illinois.  During  the  first  years 
he  spent  in  this  state  he  ground  all  the  corn  meal  used  by  his  fam¬ 
ily  with  a  wooden  mortar  and  pestle.  He  often  dressed  deer  skins 
and  made  clothing  out  of  them  for  himself  and  his  sons,  and  his 
wife  and  daughters  spun  thread  and  yarn  and  wove  cloth  from  which 
their  clothing  was  made.  Mr.  Hinshaw  marketed  his  cattle  and  hogs 
in  Chicago,  driving  them  overland,  as  did  all  the  pioneer  farmers 
of  central  Illinois. in  the  days  before  railroads  were  built. 

This  Hinshaw  ancestor  was  elected  to  the  Illinois  House  of  Rep¬ 
resentatives,  Tenth  General  Assembly,  from  McLean  County,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  in  the  year  1836.  He  served  one  term  as  a  member 
of  that  body.  Its  regular  sessions  convened  at  Vandalia,  then  the 
state  capitol,  on  December  5»  1836,  and  adjourned  on  March  6,  1837. 
The  Assembly  convened  again  in  special  session  on  July  10,  1837', '• 
adjourning  on  July  22  of  that  year.  (See  Blue  Book  of  Illinois. 

1903 8  page  302). 

It  was  during  this  special  session  of  the  Assembly  that  the 
Great  "Internal  Improvement"  bill  was  passed.  Mr.  Hinshaw  was 
strongly  opposed  to  this  measure  and  asked  permission  to  sign  his 
name  in  red  ink  in  protest  against  it,  in  order  that  the  publio 
might  better  know  how  he  had  voted.  The  subsequent  inglorious  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  "Internal  Improvement”  scheme  proved  the  wisdom  of  his 
opinion.  (See  Session  Laws  of  Illinois.  1837;  also  Ford's  History 
,.of  Illinois). 

When  Mr.  Hinshaw  attended  these  sessions  of  the  legislature  it 
is  said  that  he  made  the  trips  on  foot.  On  the  25th  of  December, 

1840,  Mr.  Hinshaw  deeded  the  land  now  occupied  by  the  No.  84  school 
house  (old  No.  7S  or  Hinshaw  School)  to  the  School  Trustees  of 
Town  23  North  Range  2,  East  of  the  3d  P.M.,  for  the  nominal  consid¬ 
eration  of  $1.00.  This  donation  was  made  upon  condition  that  the 
school  house  then  built  upon  tl}e  tract  conveyed  should  be  held  free 
to  all  religious  denominations  as  a  place  for  holding  services  "on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays." 
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George  Hlnshaw0  Sr..  died  at  the  home  of  his  son,  George 
Hi n shaw ,  Jr.,  in  Bloomington  Township,  McLean  County,  Illinois, 
on  April  27,  1862;  his  second  wife,  Susannah  Johnson  Hinshaw,  died 
on  May  9,  1887,  and  they  are  buried  in  Scogin® s  Cemetery,  four 
miles  southwest  of  Bloomington,  Illinois.  George,  Sr.'s  daughter 
by  his  first  marriage,  Malinda  Hinshaw  Robinson  Blount,  died  at 
her  home  southwest  of  Bloomington  on  February  11,  1887,  and she  is 
also  buried  in  Scogin® g  Cemetery. 


DESCENDANTS  OF  GEORGE  HINSHAW,  SR. 


1.  Malinda  Hinshaw,  born  January  30,  1807,  Randolph  County,  N.C., 

died  on  “February  Ht  1887. 

Married  (1);  William  Russell  Robinson,  who  died  on 
March  23,  1843;  six  children  as  follows: 

Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Jeremiah  Adams  and  later  Mrs.  Edward 
Summerfield  of  Kansas ) 

Larkin 

Jasper 

Polly  Ann  (Mrs.  Isaac  Tucker  of  Missouri) 

Mary  Jane  (Mrs.  John  Dayhack  of  Oregon) 

Newton 

Married  (2):  Henry  Blount,  Sr.,  on  October  2,  1845;  two 
children  were: 

Henry,  Jr.  (married  Minnie  Hartman  Sparrow) 

George  (died  unmarried) 

2.  Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  (grandmother  of  I.B.E.),  born  March  30,  1811, 

in  Overton  County,  Tennessee;  came  to  Illinois  with  her 
parents  In  1827, 

Married  James  Benson,  son  of  John,  Sr.,  and  Sarah  Musick 
Benson,  on  November  6,  1828;  James  Berlson  was  born 
in  Montgomery  County,  Kentucky,  on  October  26,  1805; 
their  children  who  lived  to  maturity  were  all  born 
in  McLean  County,  Illinois,  as  follows: 

[ 

William,  born  April  15,  1830,  died  April  11,  1904 
Elizabeth  (Knight),  born  December  27,  1831,  died  1919 
Nancy  (Glltrap),  born  November  10,  1833,  died  Sept. 

5,  1908  ■ 

Cyrus  H. ;  born  September  lo,  1835;  enlisted  in  Co.  Gt 
17th  Illinois  Vol.  Infantry,  May  25,  1861 
Jesse  M. .  born  November  12,  1837,  died  December  18, 

190o;  enlisted  in  Co.  G,  17th  Illinois  Vol. 

Infantry,  May  25,  1861  r 

Sarah  Jane  (Chism),  borh  October  17,  1839,  died  Ob 
October  17,  1890 

Susannah  (Arnold),  born  May  22,  1844,  died  November,  3-919 
James  P. ,  born  August  21,  1846;  died  June  4,  1915 
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Emily  W.  (Osborn),  born  April  2,  1851 ,  died  in 
Nebraska  about  1910 

Edward  C, ,  born  May  4,  1855#  died  January  1,  1941, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Horace  Mitchell,  born  April  8,  1857 ,  died  March  26, 
1935  (father  of  I.B.E. ) 

Polly  Ann  Hinshaw  Benson  died  in  McLean  County,  Illinois, 
on  August  24,  1867»  and  her  husband,  James  Benson,  died 
on  September  9,  1883: 

3.  Nancy  Hinshaw,  born  in  Overton  County,  Tennessee,  on  December 

24,  1816. 

Married  William  T.  T.  Benson,  farmer,  on  September  25, 

1834;  four  children  w&re; 

George  H.,  born  August  1,  1835 
Susannah  H.  (Lollis),  born  in  1838 
Melissa,  (Conger),  born  November  24,  1840 
Thomas,  born  in  1842,  died  in  1859 

Nancy  Hinshaw  Benson  and  her  husband,  William  T.  T.  Benson, 
are  buried  in  the  Benson  Cemetery,  White  Oak  Township,  in 
McLean  County,  Illinois;  her  death  date  was  March  1875 » 
and  his  18 78. 

4.  Cynthia  Hinshaw,  born  on  July  18,  1815. 

Married  Jared  D.  Franklin,  farmer  and  carpenter,'  in  McLean 
County,  Illinois,  on  October  1,  1839;  their  six 
children  were? 

Laura  (Mitchell),  born  August  10,  1840 
George,  born  January  11,  1842;  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
4th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Civil  War,  on  August  21, 
1862;  honorably  discharged  for  disability  on 
March  18,  1863 

Allen,  born  September  9 ,  1843;  married  Alice  Mitchell 
Candace  ( Arrowsmith) ,  born  October  17,  1845 
Anna  (Johnson),  born  March  9,  1850 

Benjamin,  born  December  29,  1854;  married  Ella  Lambert 

Cynthia  Hinshaw  Franklin  died  in  Kansas  Township,  Woodford 
County,  Illinois,  on  April  15,  1862,  and  her  husband,  Jared 
D.  Franklin,  died  on  August  7,  I89O;  they  are  burled  in 
East  White  Oak  Cemetery,  Kansas  Township,  Woodford  County, 
Illinois, 

5.  Jehu  Hinshaw,  born  in  Overton  County,  Tennessee,  on  February  19, 

1819;  he  was  married  three  times. 

Married  (l)r  Cynthia  Ann  Beeler,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  Hall  Beeler,  in  McLean  County,  Illinois, 
on  October  31,  1839;  Cynthia  Beeler  Hinshaw  was 
born  in  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  in  1820;  their 
five  children  were; 


nl  belt  «I£8I  ,S  XltqA  mod  fl(niocfaO)  .W 

IwsLli:  ,\3&  aoanjOi 

nasuoM  n l  Self)  noBH3S  v^danlH  nnA  ^IIo^ 

. 

X  ,<?  •toflfisotfqoQ  no 

ion-.  «  s.e'tbllilo  luot  ;4C8l 

■ 

04*81  ,01  tcnr&jA  mod  ,( IlsrioaiM)  biuaJ 


Adolphus,,  of  Eureka*  Illinois 
William*  Bloomington*  Illinois 
Levi*  Hudson*  Illinois 
Alonzo*  Wilson,  Kansas 
Ellen  (Berry),  Nevada,  Missouri 

Cynthia  Ann  Beeler  Hinshaw  died  on  June  9*  1857. 

Married  (2)s  Mary  Ann  Johnson,  who  died  on  April  17*  1888. 

Married  (3)z  Margaret  D.  Stephenson  Smith  on  October  30, 
1890;  no  children  of  this  marriage. 

The  following  notes  were  written  by  William  Hinshaw,  son  of  Jehu 
and  Cynthia  Ann  Beeler  Hinshaw? 

"Jehu  Hinshaw,  pioneer  farmer  and  Christian  minister,  came  to 
Illinois  with  his  parents  in  the  year  1827.  He  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  through  all  the  hardships  and  pleasures  of  pioneer  life. 

On  the  19th  day  of  June,  1840,  Mr.  Hinshaw  purchased  160  acres 
of  land  from  his  parents  for  the  sum  of  $800.00.  (See  McLean 
County,  Illinois.  Deed  Records.  Book  0,  page  372).  When  he 
,  bought  this  land  it  was  a  part  of  McLean  County,  but  when  the 
county  of  Woodford  was  organized  in  1841  his  farm  became  a 
part  of  it;  in  fact  the  south  line  of  his  land  formed  part 
of  the  boundary  between  the  two  counties. 

Mr.  Hinshaw  settled  upon  this  farm,  located  upon  the  prairie 
near  the  Mackinaw  River,  about  12  miles  north  of  Bloomington, 
Illinois.  The  familes  of  his  sisters,  Mrs.  Nancy  Benson,  Mrs. 
Polly  Ann  Benson,  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  Franklin,  were  all  settled 
near  him.  He  learned  the  carpenter  trade  before  his  marriage, 
and  he  built  a  log  house  from  timber  taken  from  his  land;  he 
improved  40  acres  of  this  land,  fencing  it  with  rails  cut  and 
split  by  hand. 

He  broke  his  ground  for  the  first  two  years  with  an  ox  team, 
and  he  made  all  of  their  furniture  for  the  house;  in  fact,  he 
was  still  using  some  of  it  when  the  writer,  his  second  son, 
was  married.  He  and  his  brother-in-law,  J.  D.  Franklin, 
owned  a  water  saw-mill  on  Six  Mile  Creek,  near  their  homes. 

They  cut  and  hauled  the  logs  and  sawed  their  own  lumber  for 
the  houses  which  they  built  on  their  farms  a  few  years  later. 

Mr.  Hinshaw  farmed  and  improved  his  land  by  40»acre  tracts. 

From  a  point  one  mile  south  of  his  house  to  within  two  miles 
of  Bloomington  there  was  an  unbroken  stretch  of  prairie,  and 
it  remained  so  until  the  year  1859;  by  1865  all  of  this  land 
was  taken  up  and  farms  made  out  of  it.  But  before  this  great 
tract  of  prairie  was  settled  upon,  Mr.  Hinshaw  and  his  neigh¬ 
bors  hunted  wolves  over  it  on  horseback.  They  would  run  the 
wolves  down,  then  Jump  off  their  horses,  seize  the  wolves  by 
the  hind  legs,  swing  them  over  their  heads  and  strike  their 
bodies  on  the  ground  until  they  were  killed.  Mr.  Hinshaw 
became  an  expert  in  killing  wolves  in  this  manner,  and  he 
was  never  bitten  by  one  of  them.  His  grasp  was  so  sure  and 
his  movements  so  swift  that  the  wolf  ran  down  never  escaped 
him. 
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Jehu  Hinshaw  was  a  man  of  strictly  temperate  habits;  he  stood 
for  truth,  honesty,  and  fair  dealing  with  all  his  fellow  men. 

He  bacame  a  minister  of  ths Christian  Church  and  was  an  earnest 
student  of  the  Bible.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- four, 
leaving  his  widow,  Margaret,  and  a  host  of  friends  and  rela¬ 
tives  "to  mourn  their  loss,  but  his  gain". 

Jehu  Hinshaw  died  at  Eureka,  Illinois,  on  February  15, 
1902;  he  is  buried  in  East  White  Oak  Cemetery,  Kansas 
Township,  Woodford  County,  Illinois. 

George  W.  Hinshaw,  Jr. ,  born  on  December  26,  1820,  on  a  farm 

two 'miles  from  the  town  of  Monroe,  county  seat  of  Overton 
County,  Tennessee;  he  came  to  McLean  County,  Illinois, 
with  his  parents  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1827. 

Married:  Polly  M.  Toliver,  daughter  of  James  and 

Elizabeth  Maxwell  Toliver?  on  July  1,  1848; 
the  picture  of  Polly,  whowse  born  on  Decanbtr 
21,  1828,  is  that  of  a  sweet-faced  refined 
lady,  and  her  husband9 s  picture  looks  like 
the  "Old  Master"  picture.  Of  their  10  children, 
we  have  record  of  the  following: 

Ida  M.  (Mrs.  Darwin  Hull),  born  January  1,  1857 
Ezra,  born  July  11,  1862 
Toby,  born  April  16,  1865 
Rolla,  born  August  21,  1867 

George  Hinshaw  went  to  school  during  the  famous  "winter  of  the 
deep  snow",  1830-1831,  and  spent  his  Saturdays  in  husking  and 
shelling  corn  by  hand  and  pounding  it  into  meal  with  a  wooden 
mortar  and  pestle.  He  did  his  share  of  hunting  wild  animals, 
especially  wolves,  which  were  a  common  pest.  He  had  one  trying 
experience  when  he  was  going  to  the  mill  with  an  ox  team  and 
was  overtaken  by  a  prairie  fire.  He  tried  to  drive  his  oxen 
through  the  fire,  but  they  refused  to  face  the  flames  and 
turned  and  ran  away  in  spite  of  all  his  effort/^  At  last  he 
saw  a  place  where  a  part  of  the  fire  had  gone  faster  than  the' 
rest,  leaving  a  gap  in  the  road,  and  he  succeeded  in  guiding 
his  oxen  into  this  gap,  finally  getting  through  safely. 

The  year  1844  was  a  very  wet  season,  and  during  that  year  Mr. 
Hinshaw  drove  a  herd  of  cattle  from  his  farm  to  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  swimming  creeks  and  rivers  of  all  kin&a  and  sizes. 

He  was  delayed  at  the  Kankakee  for  fifteen  days.  He  frequently 
drove  his  cattle  into  the  river,  but  when  they  reached  the 
swift  current  they  turned  back  to  the  shore.  Finally  one 
very  tall  ox  touched  the  bottom  of  the  stream  and  went  on 
across,  and  the  rest  followed, 

Mr.  Hinshaw  lived  nearly  all  his  life  on  his  farm  in  Section 
8,  Bloomington  Township,  McLean  County,  Illinois. 

George  W.  Hinshaw,  Jr.,  died  on  June  27,  1874,  and  is 
burled  in  Scogln°s  Cemetery,  Bloomington  Township,  in 
McLean  County,  Illinois. 
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OLD  HI N SHAW  WILLS 
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—  The  Hinshaw  &  Henahaw  Families 
page  25 


Jacob  Hinshaw  made  a  will  in  the  year  1796,  in  it  naming  his  wife, 
Rebecca,  and  making  his  son-in-law  William  Hinshaw  and  his  daughter 
Jane  Hinshaw  as  executors.  He  named  his  children  as  follows: 

William  Hinshaw,  Ann  McMillan,  Thomas  Hinshaw,  Joseph 
Hinshaw,  Benjamin  Hinshaw,  Mary  Hinshaw,  Jacob  Hinshaw, 

Jr.,  Rebecca  Cox,  Elizabeth  Hinshaw,  and  Jane  Hinshaw. 

William  Hinshaw  made  a  will  in  the  year  1818  naming  his  children 
as  follows: 

Ezra  Hinshaw,  William  Hinshaw,  Samuel  Hinshaw,  Jesse  Hinshaw, 
George  Hinshaw.  Sr..  Benjamin  Hinshaw,  Jacob  Hinshaw,  Sarah 
Hammond  (daughter  of  first  wife),  Mary  Hadley,  and  Rebecca 
Hadley.  The  names  of  the  children  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  were 
not  mentioned. 

Mary  Hinshaw  Hinshaw.  second  wife  of  William  Hinshaw,  made  a  will 
recorded  at  Asheboro,  North  Carolina,  in  the  year  1822,  naming  the 
following  children: 

Jacob  Hinshaw,  Samuel  Hinshaw,  Mary  Hadley,  Rebecca  Hadley, 

Jesse  Hinshaw,  George  Hinshaw.  Sr. ,  and  Benjamin  Hinshaw. 

The  names  of  William  Hinshaw,  Sarah  Hammond,  and  Elizabeth 
Hinshaw  were  not  mentioned. 


In  America  the  Hinshaws  were  mostly  farmers,  but  many  of  them 
were  mechanics  and  school  teachers.  They  were  among  the  first  to 
establish  stores  and  factories  in  some  localities,  and  in  later 
years  many  of  them  became  ministers  and  professional  men.  In  re¬ 
ligion  practically  all  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Hinshaw  fam¬ 
ilies  who  settled  in  America  and  their  immediate  descendants  were 
devout  adherents  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Friends  or  Quaker  Church. 

Following  is  data  of  the  Hinshaw  Family  in  Guilford  County, 
North  Carolina,  collected  by  Martha  Reid  Robinson,  geneologist  of 
Newnan,  Georgia; 


Guilford  County,  N.G.  DEEDS:  page  209  29  Jan.  1773 

Jacob  Hinshaw  of  Guilford  County,  weaver,  and  Rebecca,  his 
wife,  to  Joseph  Hinshaw,  farmer,  for  20  pounds  proclamation 
money  200  acres  in  Guilford  County  on  Sandy  Creek,  part  of 
2  tracts  granted  Jacob  Hinshaw  by  Harmon  Husbands,  Sr.,  19 
August  17o8. 


Jacob  Hinshaw 
Rebecca  (X)  Hinshaw 
(Her  Mark) 


Witnesses:  John  McGee 

Sami  McGee 
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Guilford  County,  N.C.  DEEDS  3,  page  49  15  Feb.  1775 

Zachariah  Dickey  of  Orange  County  to  William  Hinshaw  of 
Guilford  County  106  acres  on  Horsepen  Creek. 

Witnesses:  John  Hunt 

James  Neal 
John  Pennlston 


North  Carolina  State  Records.  Vol,.  9,  page  29:  A  petition 
of  inhabitants  of  Guilford  County,  August  31»  1771.  A  pe¬ 
tition  for  pardon  of  John  Pugh  signed  by: 

Jacob  Hlnshaw 

Thomas  Hinshaw 
Joseph  Hinshaw 
William  Hlnshaw.  Sr. 

John  Hinshaw 
William  Hinshaw 

Also  petition  for  the  same  signed  by  Thomas  Hinshaw,  William 
Hinshaw,  John,  William,  Jacob,  Ezra,  and  Joseph  Hinshaw, 
August  31 f  1771.  Said  they  had  all  known  John  Pugh  for  nine 
or  ten  years. 


Martha  Reid  Robinson  made  the  following  statement:  "I  think  the 
Hinshaws  lived  in  the  part,  Orange,  afterward  Guilford,  and  in  the 
part  that  is  now  Alamanac  County.  If  you  will  write  to  Graham,  North 
Carolina,  you  may  find  some  one  who  can  tell  you  something.  Also 
there  may  be  something  in  the  Quaker  records,  as  they  kept  records 
of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages.  I  could  find  no  Revolutionary 
records  and  possibly  because  they  were  Quakers  they  objected  to 
fighting.  They  could  have  been  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the 
records  destroyed,  or  it  may  turn  up  in  some  unpublished  record. " 

Revolutionary  War  record  found  by  Mrs.  Almeda  B.  Harp el,  1125  - 
18th  Street,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  says:  "Virginia  claimed  a  good  deal 
of  territory,  and  Guilford  County  is  only  about  thirty  miles  south 
of  the  present  Virginia  line." 
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—  from  the  Hlnshaw  Book, 
page  42 


Penlna  Hlnshaw  (Benson),  daughter  of  Benjamin  (1W  2T)  and  _ 

Hinahaw,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  on  June  18,  1808.  She  was 
married  to  John  Benson,  Jr, ,  son  of  John,  Sr, ,  and  Sally  Muaick 
Benson,  in  the  year  1830. 

John  Benson,  Jr, ,  was  born  in  Gibson  County,  Indiana,  on  October 
12,  1807,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  McLean  County,  Illinois, 
in  1823. 

The  nine  children  of  John.  Jr.,  and  Penlna  Hlnshaw  Benson  were: 

Mary  M.  (Arnold),  Eureka,  Illinois 

Robert  M. ,  Civil  War,  Co.  #,  33rd  Illinois  Vol, 

Philip  Y. ,  also  in  Civil  War 
Penlna  Ann  (Conger),  Eidorado,~ Iowa 
Sarah  (Brown) 

Lydia  E.  (Smith),  died  July  9,  1873 
Addle 

Lucy  F.  (Smales) 

Emmett  L, 

(For  further  information  see  Duis8  "Good  Old  Times  in  McLean  County, 
pages  516  and  831). 

Robert  M.  Benson  (Bob)  above  told  the  most  impossible  tales 
of  the  Civil  War  and  shocked  his  mother  beyond  words. 


Jacob  Hlnshaw,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Hlnshaw  Hlnshaw  (and  brother  of 
I.B.E.  ancestor,  George  Hlnshaw),  was  born  in  Randolph  County, 
North  Carolina,  on  January  5»  1784.  He  married  Mary  Johnson  in 
Tennessee  on  August  25,  1812,  and  came  to  Illinois  with  George 
Hlnshaw.  Sr, .  and  Stephen  Webb,  Sr.  His  wife  Mary  Johnson  Hlnsahw 
was  born  on  November  15,  1794. 


Nancy  Hlnshaw  (Benson),  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Johnson  Hlnshaw,  was 
born  on  June  2,  1818,  in  Overtwon  County,  Tennessee,  and  was  brought 
to  Illinois  by  her  parents  in  the  year  1827.  She  married  Jesse  M. 
Benson,  Sr.,  a  farmer,  in  McLean  County,  Illinois,  on  January  18, 
1838,  and  their  five  children  were: 

William  T.  Benson,  born  1840;  Civil  War  veteran,  died  on 

May  10,  1862,  from  wounds  suffered  at  Battle  of  Shiloh 
Mallnda  (Herlford),  born  in  1842 
Sylvester,  born  in  1844 
John  M. ,  born  In  1847,  died  in  1862 
Jesse  M. ,  Jr.,  born  in  1848 

Napoy  Hlnshaw  Sep son  died  in  Carlo ok,  Illinois,  on  January 
14,  1910. 
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Jaoob  Hinshaw;,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Hina  haw  Hinshaw,  born  in 

North  Carolina  of  Irish  descent.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  came  to  Tennessee9  where  he  had  a  common  school  education 
and  then  taught  school  in  Tennessee  for  two  terms.  He  married 
Mariette  Johnson,  and  their  children \©re: 

Susannah  (Mrs.  Amasa  Stout),  Dry  Grove 
Nancy  (Mrs.  Jesse  Benson),  White  Oak  Grove 
George  M.  (cousin  of  I.B.E.'s  grandmother)  ; 

Mary  (Mrs.  Solomon  Mason),  Linn  County,  Kansas 
Jane  G*  ,  (Mrs.  Amos  Mason),  lived  in  Iowa 
Benjamin,  Linn  County,  Kansas 


George  M.  Hinshaw.  son  of  Jacob  and  Marietta  Johnson  Hinshaw,  was 

born  on  April  25,  1820,  in  Overton  County,  Tennessee.  He  married 
Jhrtha  Ann  Ward  on  November  20,  1844,  and  six  of  their  twelve 
children  are  listed  below: 

Emma  (Mrs.  John  Wyatt),  lived  at  Stephen  Webb* a 
Laura  (Mrs.  Eli  Johnson) 

Orlando 
Fernando 
Ernest 
Vi tula 


/ 


AM 


(‘X9d*oaf>aj&'X3  8*  *3. 8. 1  to  atmisoo)  .M  o^io&O 
,  iuoC*  ;'■■■  '  ,  ( no&p.K  nor-ioXoS  .£*xM) 

f  -c  ,  ;  .- 


«  art .oar,  iofc  AjtfAjtTdM  r>na  cfoxal*  lo  noa 

,  '  t  r 


9x*t cM  i>ne  tfooaT.  lo  noa  .  ws  .  a  rt JtH  .  i  i  gai oeO 


; 


to  xia  fcnxi  ,4481  40S  ledaievok.  no  5*xjW  nnA  BdfuH 


e’c  ifir.  tte>sLq+$t  />3vi.I  ,(i7AiVf  rdoL  .bi  O  a.  i’i2 


(From  a  letter  dated  June  14,  1948,  addressed  to  Imogen  B.  Emery  from 
Hattie  Knight  Harris) 


WILLIAM  HINSHAW 

One  William  Hinshaw  was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
about  the  year  1740.  He  married  his  first  wife  Sarah. in  "Ireland, 
and  they  had  three  sons.  They  were  Quakers,  members  of  the 
Friends  Meeting  at  Grange,  near  Claremontin,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland. 

William  and  his  family  emigrated  to  America  in  1768,  but  his 
wife  Sarah  died  at  sea.  He  settled  at  Cane  Creek,  North  Carolina, 
and  married  secondly  his  cousin,  Mary  Hinshaw,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Rebecca  Mackie  (Mary  Hinshaw  Hinshaw  is  our  ancestor).  Eleven 
children  were  born  to  this  union,  among  them  George  Hinshaw,  Sr., 
born  October  1,  1776. 

We  are  told  that  William  Hinshaw  arrived  in  North  Carolina 
at  the  time  the  “Regulators”  were  making  active  movements. 

William  immediately  Joined  forces  with  these  reformers  and  later 
became  a  soldier  in  the  Colonial  Army  and  fought  for  freedom  of 
the  colonies  from  Great  Britain.  All  these,  our  Hinshaw  ancestors, 
left  England  for  religious  freedom,  and  having  tasted  of  its  sweets 
In  North  Ireland,  where  they  sojourned  for  a  time,  they  set  out  for 
the  New  Land  and  greater  freedom.  Friends  undertook  to  persuade 
William  from  Joining  with  any  military,  telling  him  he  would  be, 
as  they  termed  it,  "put  out  of  the  Meeting  House”.  But  William 
said  he  had  run  from  trouble  as  long  as  he  intended  to;  now  he 
was  ready  to  fight  for  human  rights. 

William  Hinshaw1 8  son  George  was  known  over  the  county  as  a 
liberal  and  was  well  educated  for  his  time.  He  served  in  the 
Illinois  Legislature,  as  a  Democrat,  and  took  great  Interest  in 
schools  and  liberal  movements. 


□oil  .0  nagocil  oi  baseeibba  ,8-^X 


,4^1  am/L  beiab  iqHb X  a  asot^L), 
(eivLJI  id ginX 


. 

el&il  .anonYT  ’•;•*.■  d  0  ,f  -  Jao£M>**aX0  *ia3t:  , agi**.  £-0  la  gniij  »K  agnail'? 
3%cf  ,db<\L  ni  aol'rsiaA  ocr  bacfaigiina  yj.i-.ife i  Bill  Orta  aailliW 

SS  t  ■  '  - .  ic  3  mod 

b^vina  >'.•,.••  an  iXXiW  Jaiii  blol  s'ib  aW 
Jn*>a3v oi  aviioa  gaJUi  a  <yxew  ‘’aaoJalugafl"  arii  sail*  ari?  ?a 

. 

.eir  li  ciamud  *xol  irf*5i1t  oi  x&J&s'*  aaw 


.aJnenovoa  Xanecfil  baa  alooxlos 


77. 


JOHNSON  GENEALOGY 


I.  FRANCIS  JOHNSON 

Our  first-known  Johnson  ancestor  was  Francis,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  the  United  States,  settling 
somewhere  In  Virginia.  He  married  Nancy  Harrington;  he 
is  burled  in  McLean  County,  Illinois,  and  it  is  presumed 
that  she  is  buried  there  also.  Nancy  Harrington  Johnson 
was  said  to  be  "partly  Pennsylvania  Dutch. “  Their  two 
children  v/ere : 

Robert  II.  Johnson,  born  November  11,  1796,  In  Virginia; 
married  to  Bathsheba  Potterin  in  1814.  When  Robert 
was  four  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Jackson  County, 
Tennessee,  and  then  later  to  Overton  County.  They 
came  to  McLean  County,  Illinois,  in  1828,  where 
George  Hinshaw,  3r.  (brother-in-law  of  Robert)  put 
up  a  log  cabin  for  them.  Richard  Johnson,  son  of 
Robert  H.  and  Bathsheba  Johnson,  lives  (or  lived) 
in  McLean  County,  and  his  daughter  is  Ruth  Johnson 
Bicknell. 

Susannah  Johnson,  born  November  12,  1790,  probably  in 
Virginia;  married  to  George  Hi ns haw,  Sr. ,  in  1809 
(she  was  his  second  wife).  Susannah  Johnson  Hinshaw 
died  on  May  9t  1887,  and  is  probably  burled  in  Twin 
Grove  Township,  McLean  County,  Illinois. 

II.  SUSANNAH  JOHNSON  (Hinshaw) 

Seven  children  born/ Susannah  Johnson  Hinshaw  and  George 
Hinshaw,  Sr.  (SEE  "Hinshaw  Genealogy",  pages  58-76), 

One  of  Susannah  Johnson's  sisters,  Mary  Johnson,  married 
one  Jacob  Hinshaw,  brother  of  George  Hinshaw,  Sr. 

III.  POLLY  ANN  HINSHAW  (B  enson) 

Our  direct  Hinshaw  ancestor  was  Polly  Ann,  born  on 
March  30,  1311;  she  Was  married  to  James  T.  Benson  on 
November  6,  1828,  and  she  died  on  August  24,  1867. 

Their  fourteen  children  (including  three  who  did  not 
live  to  maturity)  and  descendants  are  noted  In  detail 
in  the  section  entitled  "Descendants  of  James  T.  Benson". 

The  last  child  born  to  this  marriage  was  Horace  Mitchell 
Benson. 

IV.  HORACE  MITCHELL  BENSON 

Horace  Benson  was  born  on  Aoril  8,  1857;  he  died  on 
March  26,  1935s  &nd  is  burned  in  Indianola,  Iowa.  He 
was  married  on  September  18,  1883,  to  Evaline  Nancy 
Campbell;  their  four  children  included: 

V.  MQ3SALINE  IMOGEN  BENSON  (Emery) 
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I.  GEORGE  MUSICK 

II.  EPHRAIM  MUSICK 

III.  JOHN  MUSICK 

IV.  SALLY  MUSICK  (Benson) 

♦ 

V. -  JAMES  BENSON 

VI.  HORACE  MITCHELL  BENSON 

VII.  MO S SALINE  IMOGEN  BENSON  (Emery) 


GEORGE  MUSICK,  PIONEER 

About  the  last  of  the  seventeenth  century  a  small  boy  was  found 
In  Wales  who  could  give  no  account  of  his  parents  or  himself,  except 
that  his  name  was  George.  He  manifested  a  fondness  for  "musick",  as 
the  word  was  then  spelled,  and  his  friends  surnamed  him  Musick.  He 
emigrated  to  Virginia  in  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  where 
he  and  his  wife  Anna  raised  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  (From  Bryan's 
History  of  Missouri  Families,  page  405). 

In  Volume  I  of  the  Spottsvl vanla  County,  Virginia,  Records,  page 
13,  we  find  publication  of  the  will  of  this  pioneer  George  Musick: 

"George  Musick,  Sr.,  planter,  St.  George's  Parish,  Virginia, 

will  published  March  5»  175^* 

Witnesses:  Henry  Chiles,  Henry  Marsh,  Hezekia  Chiles 

Executors:  Wife  Anna  Musick  and  Son  Elections  Musick 

Legacies  to:  Son  Daniel,  Son  Ambrose,  Son  George,  Son 

Abraham,  Daughter  Elizabeth  Trusty,  Daughter 
Agnes  Lynes. 

Land  adjacent  to  William  Trusty:  Son  Elections,  Daughter 

Kezia  Musick,  wife  Anna 
Musick,  son  Ephraim  Musick. " 

In  this  same  Volume,  Deed  Book  J  of  1774-1782.  page  321,  there  is 
a  land  grant  voted  as  follows: 

"February  16,  1 775 •  George  (mark)  Musick  and  Lurite,  his  wife, 

Daniel  (mark)  Musick  and  Jean,  his  wife, 
of  Albemarle,  to  Thomas  Lipscomb,  Date: 
September  21,  1775. w 
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The  descendants  of  our  original  pioneer  GEORGE  MUSI GK  have  been 
traced  and  recorded  as  indicated  on  the  following  pages* 

I.  ABRAHAM  MUSICK 

II.  EPHRAIM  MUSICK 

III.  ELEXIOUS  MUSICK 

i 

IV.  AMBROSE  MUSICK 

V.  DANIEL  MUSICK 

VI.  GEORGE  MUSICK 

VII.  KEZIA  MUSICK 

VIII.  AGNES  MUSICK  (Lynea) 

IX.  ELIZABETH  MUSICK  (Trusty) 

t 

Pioneer  GEORGE  MUSICK  died  in  Spottsylvania  County,  Virginia, 
in  1754. 


I.  ABRAHAM  MUSICK 


/ 


This  second-generation  Musick  was  born  in  1722;  he  married 
Sarah  Lewis  and  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  South  Carolina  in  1766; 
then  to  Rutherford  County,  North  Carolina,  in  1773;  to  Illinois  in 
In  1792*  and  finally  to  Missouri.  He  served  as  a  spy  on  the  North 
Carolina  frontier  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  fighting  at  the 
Battle  of  Cowpens;  his  wife  Sarah  helped  by  making  bandages  for 
the  wounded  from  her  linens  and  by  molding  bullets  for  the  soldiers. 
Abraham  Musick  was  known  as  a  man  of  marked  individuality;  his 
name  was  always  associated  with  courage,  uprightness,  and  honor. 

He  was  the  "patriarch*5  of  the  family;  at  the  age  of  75  years  he 
moved  to  St.  Louis  County,  Missouri. 

Abraham  and  Sarah  Lewis  Musick  had  eleven  children,  all 
born  before  they  settled  in  Missouri,  as  follows; 

A.  Terrell  (Mrs.  Abraham  Musick) 

B.  Lewis,  born  in  1750;  married  Mary  Mackey 

C.  John,  bomin  1752;  died  single 

D.  Joel,  born  in  175^ 

E.  Sarah,  born  in  31756;  married  Joe  Williams  (their  son  William 
Sherley  Williams  had  the  town  of  Williams,  Arizona,  and  the 
Bill  Williams  Mountain  and  River  named  after  him) 

F.  William,  born  in  1758;  married  Winifred  Banon 

G.  Susannah,  born  In  1760;  married  (1)  Solomon  Link,  and  (2) 

Edward  Sullins 

H.  David,  born  in  1763;  married  Prudence  Whiteside;  their  son: 

1.  Joel  L.  Musick  married  Marguerite  Presse;  both  Were 
natives  of  St.  Louis  County,  Missouri;  their  daughter; 
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a)  Mallnda  Muslck  ( Corby  ),  "born  in  the  historic  old 
town  of  Florissant ,  St.  Louis  County,  Missouri; 
married  John  Corby  on  May  30,  1852.  They  were  lead 
Ing  citizens  of  that  county,  wealthy  and  influential, 
living  in  St.  Joseph,  Malinda  Muslck  Corby  dedicated 
a  memorial  chapel  to  her  husband  and  gave  it  to  the 
Catholic  Church. 

I.  Jehoida,  born  in  1765*  died  in  1817;  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War;  married  Sally  Winn  in  1792;  two  daughters: 

1.  Nancy  Musick 

2.  Letltla  Muslck 

J.  Ephraim,  born  in  1767;  married  Nan  McMillan  in  1791 

K.  James,  born  in  1769;  married  Nan  Wilkinton  (or  Withington); 
their  six  children  were: 

1.  John  Milan 

2.  Eliza 

3.  Volney  C.  (married  Miss  Crotainger) 

4.  daughter  who  married  a  Clay 

5.  Terrell  (Mrs.  Abraham  Musick) 

6.  James,  Jr.,  of  Cole  County,  Missouri 


EPHRAIM  MUSICK 


Another  son  of  Pioneer  GEORGE  MUSICK  was  Ephraim,  a  farmer 
who  lived  in  Albemarle  County,  Virginia;  he  belonged  to  the  Church 
of  England  until  he  was  an  old  man,  when  he  Joined  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  married  Isabella  Roy  ,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
Roy,  and  grand-daughter  of  Richard  Roy,  the  immigrant.  Ephraim 
and  Isabella  Roy  Muslck  lived  and  raised  their  family  of  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  in  Spottsylvania  County,  Virginia. 

A.  Thomas  Roy  Muslck.  born  on  October  10,  1757  5  died  on  December 
2,  1842;  married  Mary  Nevel;  their  three  sons  and  six  daughters 
follow.  Excerpts  from  an  article  printed  in  the  St.  Louis 
Globe-»Democrat  on  August  28,  1927:  "Rev.  Thomas  R.  Musick  was 
the  founder  of  the  FEE  FEE  Church;  he  was  born  in  17 57  and  be¬ 
gan  preached  at  the  age  of  17  years.  The  summer  of  1801  saw 
him  in  Spanish  Missouri  with  his  father  Ephraim,  his  uncle 
Abraham,  and  his  brother  Abraham;  the  vicinity  was  hostile 
to  his  preachings  and  often  was  threatened  with  arrest.  At 
one  of  these  meetings  his  neph ew  Asa  stood  guard  with  a  rifle. 
There  were  Indians  to  be  feared  as  well  as  the  Spanish  soldiers. 

"Spanish  authorities  overlooked  many  things  about  this  new 
church  and  its  teachings  as  they  needed  colonists  for  this 
new  country;  they  knew  they  would  not  cone  from  Spain  so  they 
looked  to  America  for  their  new  people.  Daniel  Boone  often 
attended  these  meetings  as  he  was  a  newcomer  in  this  community. 

"Spanish  authorities  would  not  let  this  church  have  a  bell 
or  a  steeple.  When  the  French  sold  this  territory  to  the 
United  States  Rev.  Thomas  Musick  established  his  home  in 
Marlas  des  Lairds,  which  was  then  about  a  mile  north  of  the 
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present  town  of  Bridgeton.  The  first  church  was  built  in 
181?  and  in  1830-1831  a  new  church  was  built  of  brick,  with 
a  high  pulpit j  brick  floor,  and  benches  with  backs,  which 
they  did  not  have  in  the  old  building.  That  building  still 
stands  (as  of  192?);  it  was  remodeled  in  1876  to  make  a 
home  for  the  sexton  of  the  cemetery  which  surrounds  the 
buildings.  Quaint  and  old-fashioned  is  FEE  FEE  Eapti6t 
Church,  perched  high  in  the  grove  off  the  St.  Charles  Rock 
Road  where  it  crosses  the  FES  FEE  Road  in  St.  Louis  County. 

A  'friendly  church” ,  it  proclaims  itself  from  the  roadside, 
but  few  there  are  who  pass  it  by  and  stop  to  visit  this 
house  of  worship  which  today  is  the  oldest  Protestant 
Congregation  west  of  the  Mississippi  River." 

Thomas  Roy  Musi ok  signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
on  April  21,  1779;  his  wife  Mary  Nevel  Musick  died  in  1823* 
Their  nine  children  were: 

1*  Lewis  Musick,  born  February  1,  1784;  died  In  Sacramento 
Valley,  California,  in  October  of  1849.  He  married 
first  Nancy  Martin  and  secondly  Mary  Fltzwater;  their 
ten  children  were: 

Elvira,  Lafrenier,  Mary  Ann,  Charlotte,  Sarah  T., 

Thomas  R. ,  Ephraim  L. ,  James  J. ,  Mandanna  A.  Lafrenier, 
and  Lanson  T.  (Lanson  T.  Musick  was  born  in  Missouri 
in  1810;  we  won  the  title  of  Colonel  for  services  in 
the  Blackhawk  War;  he  married  Irene  Middleton  of  Kentucky. 
In  1852  he  headed  a  company  that  came  to  California  via 
Salt  Lake.  One  sister  who  married  James  Miller  died  on 
the  Journey  west.  In  1868  he  moved  to  San  Luis  Obispo 
County  and  located  at  Musick.  H©  died  there  in  the 
1870" s.  His  brothers  Ephraim,  Thomas  and  James  also 
came  to  California  in  the  l850"s;  Thomas  later  went  to 
Co oe  Bay,  Oregon). 

The  following  story  about  Lewis  Musick  was  written  on 
February  1,  1949,  for  the  Pioneers"  Association  of 
California:  "Lewis  Musick  was  born  in  North  Carolina 

In  1784;  he  was  engaged  in  trading  lovestock  and  in 
the  course  of  his  business  he  drove  horses  and  cattle 
all  the  way  from  Texas  to  Canada,  through  savage  wilder¬ 
ness.  Ke  was  a 2 3 4 5 6 7  8 9  Forty-Niner"  ,  and  traveled  extensively 
in  California  before  hie  death  in  1849  from  typhoid. 

He  was  buried  on  the  bank  of  the  Sacramento  River,  but 
a  flood  in  the  i860" s  obliterated  all  signs  of  his  grave." 

2.  William  Musick.  died  at  age  eight 

3.  Thomas  Musick,  died  at  age  sixteen 

4.  Nancy  Musick 

5.  Sarah  Musick 

6.  Drucilla  Musick 

7.  Joyce  Musick 

8.  Mary  Musick 

9.  Charlotte  Musick 
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B.  Abraham  Mustek.  married  his  cousin  Terrell  Muaick  in  1768; 
their  nine  children  (including  twins  and  triplets)  were: 

1*  Asa  Mustek.  born  in  1770;  married  Elizabeth  Moore;  one 
son  who  went  to  Kentucky  (named  William  Musick) 

2.  Eli  Musick.  born  in  1773 J  married  Nancy  Long 

3*  Uri  Musick.  born  in  1782;  married  Elizabeth  Sullins 

4.  Edi  Musick „  born  in  1777;  died  in  3,822  (unmarried) 

5p  Roy  Musick,  died  in  childhood 

6.  Ue3  Musick,  born  in  1793 %  married  Sarah  Casson  in  1818 
7  •  Sarah  Musick.  married  James  Link 

8.  Anna  Mustek.  married  first  Joab  Barton  and  seoondly 
Thomas  Meadows 
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9.  Isabella  Musick.  born  in  1793 

Abraham  Musick  died  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  1832. 

C.  Ephraim  Musick.  moved  to  Madison  County  ,  Kentucky;  married 
Winnie  Glllspie  (or  Clasbie  ?),  as  she  is  mentioned  in  his 
will  in  1814. 


D.  Mary  Musick.  married  Cornelius  McFall 


E.  Nancy  Musick.  married  Parmesan  Woods 

F.  John  Mustek.  born  in  Spottsylvania  County,  Virginia,  about 
1753  or  175^;  married  Mary  Berry  on  July  22,  1776.  John  Musick 
died  in  1844;  his  three  sons  and  four  daughters  were: 

1.  Asa  Musick.  fought  in  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe  in  1811 

2.  Jesse  Musick.  born  between  1775  and  1780;  married  in  1802 

N  to  Hannah  Gudgel  ( Gottschalk ) ,  daughter  of  Andrew  Gudgel 

from  Germany,  who  was  a  Mennonlte  in  Franconia  Township, 
Pennsylvania,  and  as  such  was  a  non-combatant  so  there  is 
no  record  of  his  war  service.  Andrew  Gudgel  was  the  son 
of  Frederick  and  Anna  Mary  Gudgel.  Jesse  Musick  died  of 
wounds  suffered  at  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe,  Indiana,  in 
1811.  His  three  sons  were:  (NOTE:  Mrs.  Elzoe  Presoott 

Clark  Weissgerber,  931  Vine 

a)  Jesse  Mustek,  Jr.  Street,  Paso  Robles,  Calif., 

is  descended  from  Jesse  and 

b)  Abraham  Musick  Hannah  Gudgel  Musick) 

c)  John  Musick.  born  March  10,  1807,  in  Woodford  County, 
Kentucky;  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Logan  County, 
Illinois,  in  1825.  On  March  18,  1830,  he  was  married 
to  Mary  Johnson  (daughter  of  Levi  and  Barbara  Kline 
Johnson,  born  in  Indiana  on  October  30,  1813)*  John 
and  Mary  Johnson  Musick  were  the  parents  of  eighteen 
children,  five  of  whom  they  lost; 
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3.)  Levi  J.  Musi  ok 

2)  Sarah  Jane  (Duncan) 

3)  William  H.  Musick,  born  in  1843;  had  son  Jesse  Musick 

4)  John  T.  Musick 

5 )  Thomas  Musick 

6)  Josee  Sylvester 

7)  Leah  Anna  Musick  (Gallagher) 

8)  Jonathan  Musick 

9)  Elizabeth  Musick  (Stock) 

10)  Ephraim  Musick 

11)  Mary  Musick  ( Depny ) 

12 )  Leanna  Musick 

13)  Permelia  Musick 

3.  Robert  Musicl:,  born  on  April  14,  1792;  married  on  October 
9>  l8ll7to‘  Sarah  (Sally)  Roach  (born  October  3*  1794). 

They  moved  to  Logan  County,  Illinois,  in  1819  where  Ro bert 
Musick  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  and  a  planter  on 
Sugar  Creek.  He  died  on  December  15,  1846,  and  iG  buried 
in  Fancy  Prairie  Cemetery,  Sangamon,  Illinois.  Ten  child¬ 
ren  bora  to  Robert  and  Sarah  Roach  Musick  were; 

a)  Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Musick.  born  November  20,  1812; 
married  Jacob  Judy  of  Atlanta 

b)  Esther  Allen  Musick0  born  November  1,  1814;  married 
first  Joseph  Ewing  and  secondly  John  W.  Hawes 

c)  Berry  Muslcko  born  December  12,  1818;  married  Lucinda 
Vruner 

d)  William  Musick  * 

e)  James  Muslcko  born  January  9,  1821;  died  on  January 
Bp  1&53;  married  Sarah  Jane  Warrick 

f)  Henry  Musick.  born  May  6,  1825;  died  August  6,  1884; 
married  Jane  Ewing 

g)  George  Muslcko  born  October  28,  1827;  married  Ange 
Winier;  he  was  a  sheriff  in  1856 

h)  Lucinda.  Mualek„  born  February  1,  1830;  married  Oarlock 

i)  Robert  Musick,  Jr„ 0  born  March  9®  1833 

J)  Fielding  Allen  Musick.  born  July  31®  1836;  died  March 
25,  1904;  married  Hannah  Simpson 

4.  Polly  Musick  (Vaughn) 

5.  Jenny  Musick  (Stapleton) 

6.  Betsy  Musick  (Lucas) 

7.  Sally  Muslcko  born  in  1794;  died  on  November  14,  1841. 

She  was  married  to  John  Benson  on  October  6,  1803®  at 
Millersburg,  Bourbon  County,  Kentucky,  their  four  sons: 
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a)  James  Benson 

b)  Jesse  Benson  (SEE  M HI STORY  OF  THE  BENSON 

c)  John  Benson,  Jr0  FAMILY" ,  pages  10-16  ) 

d )  William  Benson 

REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  RECORD  OF  John  Muslck: 

John  Muslck  was  in  Captain  Garland  Burnley's  Company, 

Colo  Francis  Taylor  11  s  Regiment,  Virginia  Convention  Guards. 
Troops  were  organized  in  Orange  County  to  guard  prisoners 
taken  at  Saratoga.  His  name  is  included  on  a  plaque  placed 
by  the  D.A.R.  In  the  old  State  House  in  Springfield,  Illinois, 
listing  Revolutionary  soldiers  burled  in  Illinois. 


III.  ELEXIOUS  MU3ICK  (or  Alexis,  or  Elections ) 

A  third  son  of  the  pioneer  GEORGE  MU5ICK  was  Elexlous ,  who 
was  born  in  1?18  in  Spottsylvanla  County,  Virginia.  The  North 
Carolina  Census  of  1790  lists  an  Elexlous  Muslck,  and  from  the 
Library  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  the  following  information  was 
taken:  "Elexlous  Muslck  took  the  oath  of  Allegiance  to  this 

and  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  year  1778. *  Three  sons 
of  Elexlous  Muslck  were:  (Elexlous  Muslck  died  in  1798). 

A.  Jonathan  Muslck.  recorded  as  living  in  Russell  County,  Va., 
in  1799;  went  to  west  coast  with  his  brother  Abraham  in  1816. 
From  the  Bourbon  County.  Kentucky.  Will  Book  "E".  page  449, 
the  will  of  a  Jonathan  Muslck,  with  wife  Margaret,  listing 
children  as  follows: 

"Daughters  Margaret  and  Susannah,  daughter  Linda 
Monaker,  daughter  Polly  Hanklin  (or  Franklin  ?), 
son  Jonathan  Musickf  daughter  Sally  Biiddeth, 
daughter  Betsy  Nelson,  daughter  Nancy  Crouch, 
son  Thomas  Musick,  Senthey  Savileer.  Executors: 

Wife  Margaret  and  son  Thoma30  Witnesses:  Lenow 
Powell,  Daniel  Orcherman.  Dated  May  17 »  1806. 

Proved  September,  l8l6.M 

*  Jonathan  Musick  married  Rebecca  9coblee. 

B.  Abraham  Musick.  born  in  Virginia;  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

C.  David  Mustek.  born  in  Spottsylvanla  County,  Virginia,  or  in 
North  Carolina;  killed  by  the  Indians  in  Russell  County,  Va., 
in  1792.  He  was  married  to  Annie  McKinney  and  their  five 
children  were: 

1.  Abraham  Mu sick 0  born  1777 

2.  Samuel  Muslck 
3 •  El  1.1  ah  Muslck 

4.  Elexlous  Musick.  born  on  March  15 ,  1788,  in  Russell  County, 
Virginia.  He  married  Lydia  Thompson  (born  March  4,  1791# 
daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Jaokson  Thompson);  their 
thirteen  children  were: 
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a)  Cummings  Muslck.  born  In  1806;  died  May  4,  1865 

b)  Solomon  Muslck 

c )  Ransom  Muslck 

d )  William  Muslck 

e)  David  Muslck,  born  in  1817;  died  August  10,  1901; 
his  five  sons  were: 

1 )  Alex 

2)  Bailey 

3 )  Fulton 

4)  David,  Jr. 

5)  Thomas  Muslck0  born  January  29,  1847;  died  on 
November  15,  1936;  married  to  Martha  Stinson 
and  had  twelve  children 

f)  Jacob  Muslck.  died  February  12,  1895;  married  to 
Vicey  Breeding  (who  died  in  1896),  daughter  of 
Spencer  Breeding  and  Hannah  Mix  Breeding.  Their 
eleven  children  were  all  born  in  Russell  County, 
Virginia.  Their  son  Abel  (born  December  29,  1854) 

married  Sarah  Crabtree,  and  they  had  eleven  child¬ 
ren,  all  born  in  Russell  County.  One  son.  Grover 
Cleveland  Muslck  (born  September  30,  1891)  is  now 
pastor  of  Gauley  Baptist  Church. 

(g)  Ayah  Muslck.  born  in  1827;  died  December  10,  1901 

(h)  George  Muslck.  born  December  19,  1830;  died  October 
2571902 

(i)  Elexious  Muslck.  died  in  1907 

(J)  Phoebe  Mu3iok  (Smith),  born  in  1811;  died  in  1896 

(k)  Lydia  Muslok  l Hatfield),  born  in  1833 

(l)  Celia  Muslck  (Sutherland),  born  in  1820 

(m)  Annie  Muslck  (Fletcher),  born  in  1836;  died  in  1927 
5.  Phoebe  Muslck  (Evans),  born  in  1792;  died  in  i860 


IV.  AMBROSE  MUSICK 

We  have  no  history  of  this  son  or  of  his  descendants;  Just 
his  name  mentioned  in  his  father0 s  will. 


V.  DANIEL  MUSICK 

We  have  no  history  of  this  son  or  of  his  descendants;  Just 
his  name  mentioned  in  the  will  of  his  father,  and  a  land  grant 
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recorded  on  February  16,  1775  9  with  the  names,  "Daniel 
(mark)  Musick  and  Jean,  his  wife." 


VI.  GEORGE  MUSICK 

There  is  a  record  of  one  George  Musick  in  Chariot teville 
County,  Virginia,  in  the  year  1748;  also  his  name  is  mentioned 
in  his  father's  will,  and  the  same  land  grant  recorded  on 
February  16,  1775 »  lists  "George  (mark)  Musick  and  Lurlte, 
his  wife. " 


VII .  KEZIA  MUSICK 

No  history  available. 


VIII.  AGNES  MUSICK 

Information  that  she  married  _ Lynes. 


IX.  ELIZABETH  MUSICK 

Information  that  she  married  _ _ _  Trusty  prior 

to  July  3,  17^-6. 
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ROY  GENEALOGY 


I .  HUGH  ROY 

II.  RICHARD  ROY 

III.  JAMES  ROY 

IV.  ISABELLA  ROY  (Musi ok) 

V.  JOHN  MU3ICK 

VI.  SALLY  MUSICK  (Benson) 

VI3J.  JAMES  BENSON 

VIII.  HORACE  MITCHELL  BENSON 

IX.  IMOGEN  BENSON  (Emery) 


HUGH  ROY 


Hugh  (Le)  Roy  was  born  in  England  about  the  year  l6l6;  he 
died  in  York  County,  Virginia,  in  the  year  1694.  (This  in¬ 
formation  from  Genealogical  Chart  of  John  Schuyler  Arnold 
and  Minnie  Blackard  Arnold,  prepared  by  Cecil  C.  Arnold). 


RICHARD  ROY 


The  second-known  Roy  ancestor  was  RICHARD,  an  immigrant  who 
lived  in  King  and  Queen  County,  Virginia,  in  1704  (this  inform¬ 
ation  taken  from  Quit  Rent  Roll,  Virginia  Magazine.  Vol.  32, 

24,  listing  RICHARD.  ROY  with  1000  acres).  He  was  a  vestryman 
in  Stratton  Manor  Parish,  King  and  Queen  County,  Virginia,  in 
1729.  He  died  in  1730;  his  four  known  children  and  their  de¬ 
scendants  have  been  traced  as  follows: 


I.  JOHN  GUY  ROY 

John  Guy  Roy  petitioned  for  naturalization  papers  in  1705; 
he  died  in  1734.  Five  known  children  were:  ■. 

A.  Thomas  Roy,  born  in  1712 

B.  Reuben  Roy,  born  in  1715 

C.  Richard  Roy 

D.  Elizabeth  Roy 

E.  Ann  Roy 
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II.  JAMES  ROY 


First  mentioned  in  St.  George  Parish,  Spottsyl vanla  County, 
Virginia,  as  witness  to  a  deed  dated  October  27,  1725;  about 
five  years  later  he  wa3  named  with  others  as  security  for  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  estate  of  David  Mitchell.  On  August  5*  1740, 
he  was  listed  as  being  from  St.  George  Palish  as  a  planter,  sell¬ 
ing  107  acres  to  Thomas  Edmondson,  but  his  wife  Elizabeth  Roy 
did  not  acknowledge  this  deed  until  October  7,  1742. 

James  Roy  died  on  April  16,  1741;  his  will  was  proved  on 
May  157 1741 ;  all  land  was  given  to  his  son  Thomas  Roy.  Seven 
children  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Roy  were: 

A.  Thomas  Roy.  married  Margaret  Meadows;  died  at  age  104;  their 

eight  children  were: 

1.  Leonard  Roy „  born  in  September  of  1771;  married  Anna 
Musick  (born  May  22,  177*0  in  1792.  Anna  Musick  Roy 
was  the  daughter  of  James  Musick  and  Jane  Right  Musick. 

Leonard  and  Anna  Musick  Roy  settled  on  the  Wilson  farm 
near  Faubush  in  Pulaski  County,  Kentucky;  Anna  Roy  died 
on  April  22,  1838,  as  a  result  of  injuries  suffered 
from  fighting  a  forest  fire  which  threatened  her  home. 
Leonard  Roy  died  on  August  27,  1842.  (This  information 
taken  from  "The  Roy  Genealogy",  page  15)*  Their  ten 
children  were: 

a)  Thomas  Roy 

Roy 

b)  Sary  (Sara)  Right/  born  November  4,  1795 

c )  Leonard  Roy.  Jr. 

d )  John  Personet  Roy 

e)  Jane  Roy,,  born  June  28,  1804 

f )  Joseph  Shuffey  Roy 

g)  Anny  (Anna)  Roy 

h)  Zacharlah  ("Black  Zack*8 ) 

I)  Lucinda  Roy  (Mrs.  Israel  Cross) 

J)  Virginia  Roy  (Mrs.  Levi  Bledsoe) 

2.  John  Roy 

3.  Joseph  Roy 

4.  Thomas  Roy.  Jr. 

5.  Enos  Roy 
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6.  Virginia  Roy 

7.  Asa  Roy 

8.  Zacharlah  Roy,  born  In  1?86 

B.  Elizabeth  Roy,  married  John  Gordon 

C.  Effle  (or  Aphta)  Roy.  born  on  July  5,  17^3;  Isaac  Darnell 
was  appointed  her  guardian 

D.  Isabella  Roy,,  married  Ephraim  Musick;  six  children  -born  of 

this  marriage,,  (SEE  "Musick  Genealogy",  Descendants  of 
Ephraim  Musick  and  Isabella  Roy  Musick,  pages  78  ~  86  )» 

E.  Mary  Roy 

F.  Sarah  Roy  (John  Gordon,  Jr.,  appointed  guardian) 

G.  David  Roy 

III.  HANNAH  ROY  (Chew) 

No  information  other  than  that  she  married  Larkin  Chew. 

IV.  RICHARD  RQY,,  Jr8 

Three  known  sons? 

A.  Joseph  Roy 

B.  Wiley  Roy 

C.  Thomas  Roy,  married  Susannah  Hooe 
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